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Kuet gets new VC
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Prof  Mihir Ranjan Halder has been appointed as 
the new vice-chancellor of Khulna University of 
Engineering and Technology (Kuet).

Rokhsana Begum, deputy secretary of education 
ministry, issued a gazette notification in this 
regard yesterday. A professor of the mechanical 
engineering department, Halder was  previously the 
dean of the faculty.  

Halder completed his BSc Engineering degree 
in 1982 from the then Bangladesh Institute of 
Technology.  He joined the then BIT, Khulna as a 
lecturer in 1984 . 

BCC announces Tk 
418.90cr budget
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Barishal City Corporation yesterday announced a 
Tk 418.90 crore budget for 2022-2023 fiscal year 
without imposing any tax.

BCC panel mayor Noimul Hossain announced it 
at the BCC annex building.

According to the budget, Tk 113.36 crore -- which 
is almost one-fourth of the total budget -- will come 
from revenue income. Tk 105 crore will be spent for 
development of the environment and beautification 
and Tk 102 crore, 25.13 percent, will go for road and 
drain construction and development works.

85 election officials 
won’t get jobs back
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eighty-five upazila election officials, who were 
appointed during the regime of the then alliance 
government of BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami, will not 
get their jobs back.

The EC terminated them during the regime 
of military-backed caretaker government on the 
grounds that they were appointed on political 
consideration.

Yesterday, the Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court scrapped a tribunal verdict that had directed 
the EC to reinstate the 85 upazila election officers.

A six-member full bench headed by the chief 
justice delivered the verdict after allowing an appeal 
filed by the government challenging the tribunal 
judgement.

DESTINY-2000 LTD

HC reconstitutes 
board of directors
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday reconstituted the 
board of directors of Destiny-2000 Ltd through 
appointing Justice Monyeenul Islam Chowdhury, a 
retired HC judge, as its new chairman, clearing the 
way for holding its annual general meeting to run 
the company properly.

The HC also appointed Supreme Court lawyer 
Margub Kabir, former district and sessions judge 
Hossain Shahid Ferdous and charter accountant 
Fakhruddin as new directors of the board of the 
company. The HC bench of Justice Muhammad 
Khurshid Alam Sarkar reconstituted Destiny-2000 
Ltd following a petition filed by its shareholders 
seeking necessary orders. 
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Dengue death toll 22

Total number of 
patients 6,357 

781 still undergoing 
treatment

Number of recovered 
patients  5,554

176 more hospitalised 
yesterday 

SOURCE: DGHS

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

The once solitary, neat and green 
Tangail town has turned into 
a concrete jungle within a few 
decades after mindless tree felling, 
thanks to unplanned urbanisation.

The ruins started with the 
expansion of the town post-
independence, when construction 
of different establishments, 
shops and markets took place 
indiscriminately, said senior 
citizens of the town.

To its continuation, the 
municipality authorities recently 
felled several old trees between 
the Shaheed Srity Pouro Udyan 

and Tangail Club area to widen an 
intersection of Zila Sadar road.

Although environmentalists 
and residents of the town made a 
request to do the project in a way 
that no trees would need felling, the 
authorities paid no heed to it.

In its recent development spree, 
the authorities demolished the lone 
ancient building inside the park, 
while the felling of trees has been 
going on for a decade.

Several workers started cutting 
down the remaining old trees in 
the park on Wednesday. Local 
environmentalists, however, 
launched instant protests on social 
media and demanded to put a stop 

to the felling of trees. 
The workers left the site 

following the protests. However, 
large branches of the trees were 
already cut. 

“We do not understand why the 
municipality authorities started 
felling the old trees of the town’s 
lone park from where greenery has 
almost vanished,” told poet Masum 
Ferdous. 

“Earlier, they destroyed the town 
by filling all open spaces and water 
bodies by constructing numerous 
shops and malls. If this continues, 
the town will no longer be livable,” 
he added.

Development, but 
at what cost?

Tangail municipality felling old trees to widen road amidst protests

SEE PAGE 5 COL 7

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

A female RMG worker in Dhaka Export 
Processing Zone (DEPZ), who allegedly 
fell victim to sexual abuse inside her 
workplace, was terminated, along with the 
witness of the incident. 

The authorities of Dhakarea Limited 
terminated the two on August 17. Both 
of them have submitted their written 
complaints to the DEPZ authorities 
against the termination. 

This newspaper has obtained copies 
of the letters and written complaints. No 
reason for the termination was mentioned 
in the letters.

The worker, who is an alleged sexual 
abuse victim, said she has been working 
as an operator at Dhakarea Limited for 10 
years. 

“Ten months ago, our supervisor Aktar 
sexually harassed me in the workplace, 
when staff computer operator Kaniz 

‘SEXUAL ABUSE’ AT WORKPLACE

Victim, witness sacked
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