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They fought
FROM PAGE 4

Locals have been protesting 
since July against what 
they called a struggle to 
save the playground of their 
children.

It turned violent on 
August 21 when Assistant 
Commissioner (land) Liakot 
Salman and a girl were 
injured in a clash between 
villagers and “supporters” 
of the local administration 
over the construction of 
houses on the playground.

Most men of Boldipara 
and adjacent villages went 
into hiding  soon after as 
a case was filed against 174 
locals. Seven women of the 
village are still behind bars 
over the clash.

“We are still hiding 
to evade arrest,” Md 
Rawshon Alom, a resident 
of Boldipara village and 
also a key organiser of the 
protest, told The Daily Star 
over phone. 

“Although we are on the 
run, we feel happy that the 
local administration has 
changed their decision to 
construct houses on the  
century-old playground,’’ 

he said.
When the villagers came 

to know that the century-
old playing ground will 
be occupied for Ashrayan 
project, they  united, 
keeping their differences 
aside for the sake of their 
children, he claimed.

However, the case filed 
against protestors  will 
continue, said OC Nazrul 
Islam of Shahzadpur Police 
Station. 

Asked, officials from the 
administration also said 
the case is a police matter 
and involves legal issues. 

Closing time of 
hospital pharmacies 
to be revised: Taposh
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The order to close down hospital pharmacies by 
2:00am may be reviewed and reconsidered following 
the requirements of the hospital authorities, said 
Dhaka South City Corporation  Mayor Sheikh Fazle 
Noor Taposh yesterday.

DSCC earlier ordered the hospital pharmacies to 
shut by 2:00am considering the emergencies at the 
hospitals, which is rational, he told reporters after 
inaugurating a foot bridge in Azimpur.

The move came as part of the government’s 
austerity measures that include rationing of electricity 
amid fuel crisis. DSCC will consider extending the 
closing time of the hospital pharmacies or keeping 
those open for 24 hours following a written request 
from the hospitals, said the mayor.

1 killed, 15 hurt
FROM PAGE 4

30 could not be known 
immediately, police said.

The injured were 
admitted to different 
hospitals, said the OC.

Police seized the 
vehicles. A case was lodged.

Charge framing 
FROM PAGE 4

treatment at her Gulshan 
residence after she has 
been out of jail, following 
an executive order of the 
government, said Masud.

On September 2, 2007, 
ACC filed the case with 

Tejgaon Police Station 
against Khaleda and 
several others on charges 
of misappropriating 
around Tk 1,000 crore 
while dealing with Global 
Agro Trade (Pvt) Company 
Ltd (Gatco).

Doubters should
FROM PAGE 3

Technical Committee 
on EVMs and technical 
experts of registered 
political parties.

“We also invited them 
[civil-society members]. 
But they didn’t come...,” 
he said, questioning the 
purpose of the sudden 
event on Sunday.

“Our doors are always 
open for them... If you have 
to challenge us... come here 

[EC] and do so,” he added.
Habib said people’s trust 

on EVM will definitely 
be established. Political 
parties, however, are 
not confident about 
EVM, probably due to 
political reasons and past 
experience.

“EVM will be used in all 
city corporation polls and 
Gaibandha by-elections in 
the coming days,” he added.

SC to hear
FROM PAGE 3

during yesterday’s hearing.
DIFE filed the case on 

September 9 last year with 
a labour court in Dhaka, 
stating that a DIFE team 
went on an inspection 
to Grameen Telecom 
and found evidence of 
labour law violation, as 
the organisation did not 
regularise 101 staffers and 
establish a welfare fund for 
the labourers.

Even BCL’s tiny
FROM PAGE 3

might face a deeper food 
crisis.

She directed the BCL 
leaders not to include bad 
elements in the party to 
expand their own group. 
“It harms your reputation, 
party’s reputation and 
country’s reputation,” she 
added.

Mentioning that 
Chhatra Dal, student wing 
of BNP, have done a lot of 

misdeeds but the media 
doesn’t see it, she said, “If 
BCL makes a tiny mistake, 
they (media) make it a big 
news. So, you have to stay 
on the right track.”

Mentioning that Ziaur 
Rahman handed over 
arms to the students, the 
premier said she gave pen, 
paper and books to BCL 
activists for study. “Without 
education, none can serve 
the nation,” she said.  

A decision of no
FROM PAGE 3

Mozammel Hoque 
Chowdhury, secretary 
general of Bangladesh Jatri 
Kalyan Samity, said the 
reduction will not have any 
impact on commuters. 

He said the government 
in May 2016 had slashed 
the fare for long-haul buses 
by Tk 0.03 per kilometre, 
but the decision remained 
largely unimplemented.

“It will not be 
implemented this time too, 
except in some major long-
route services,” he told this 
correspondent yesterday.

Citing their previous 
observations, he said most 
people in Dhaka use buses 
to travel 3 to 4 km. So, the 

new rate would not have 
any impact on them.

Khandaker Enayet 
Ullah, secretary general of 
Bangladesh Road Transport 
Owners Association, 
echoed Mozammel.

“However, we will 
implement whatever the 
authority mentioned in 
the fare chart,” he told this 
correspondent last night. 
The new rate would have an 
impact on long routes.

ABM Anim Ullah Nuri 
said they would conduct 
mobile courts from today 
to implement the decision.

Replying to a question, 
he said the authorities will 
reduce the fare further if 
fuel prices go down again.

I just want
FROM PAGE 3

and Yasin (12) and another 
relative Panna Begum (50). 

All the injured are 
currently in critical 
condition, with burn 

injuries ranging from 
23 to 52 percent. All are 
currently under treatment 
at Sheikh Hasina National 
Institute of Burn and 
Plastic Surgery.  
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Death anniv 
of Nurjahan 
Murshid today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
19th death 
anniversary 
of Nurjahan 
Murshid, a 
re n o w n e d 
polit ician, 
w o m e n ’ s 
rights activist, and one of 
the organisers of the 1971 
Liberation War.

Nurjahan Murshid 
Smrity Parishad, her family 
members, and “Brotee” 
have chalked out different 
programmes including 
placing wreath at her grave 
at Mirpur Intellectuals’ 
Graveyard, said a press 
release. 

Nurjahan was among the 
few Muslim women who 
pursued higher education 
in the mid-1940s. She was 
the first Muslim woman 
to be employed as a 
broadcaster for All India 
Radio in 1946.

Born in Taranagar of 
Murshidabad district on 
May 24 in 1924, she died 
in Dhaka on September 1, 
2003. 

She played a significant 
role in different democratic 
movements. Nurjahan 
was amongst a very small 
number of Muslim women 
who entered higher 
education and obtained her 
Master’s degree in History 
from Calcutta University in 
the mid 1940s.

Rita Khan 
passes away
CITY DESK

Rita Khan, 
widow of 
late Nurul 
H u s s a i n 
K h a n , 
passed away 
in Dhaka 
yesterday due to old age 
complications, said a press 
release. She was 80.

She left behind her 
daughter Rubina Sharveen, 
son Adeeb Hussain Khan, 
brother Shamsher Mubin 
Chowdhury, grandchildren 
and a host of relatives and 
well-wishers to mourn her 
death. Her namaz-e-janaza 
will be held on Friday at 
Gulshan Azad Masjid after 
the Juma prayers. 

Later, she will be buried 
at Banani Graveyard. 

All are requested to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.

Poor rainfall hampers 
Aman cultivation in Ctg
SIFAYET ULLAH

Due to minimal rainfall, 
cultivation of Aman paddy in 
Chattogram has witnessed a 
setback.

Farmers are worried about 
preparing their Aman seedbeds 
and planting saplings.

They said despite this being 
the season for cultivating Aman, 
they were facing difficulties due to 
shortage of rainwater.

Mohammad Salim, a farmer 
of Fatikchhari upazila, told The 
Daily Star, “Every year from July to 
August, we finish planting Aman 
paddy. But this year, our seedbeds 
are not ready yet.”

Biswajit Chowdhury, assistant 
meteorologist of Chattogram’s 
meteorological office, confirmed 
that rainfall is lower than that of 
the past few years.

Meanwhile, some farmers have 
started cultivating Aman paddy 
using irrigation and shallow 
machines.

Jashim Uddin, a farmer from 
Anwara upazila, said, “I was 
waiting for rainfall to cultivate 
Aman paddy on my two acres of 
land. But now, I’m cultivating by 
purchasing water from the electric 
pump owner.”

Many farmers were forced to 
irrigate their fields at an additional 
cost of Tk 2,000 per bigha. But 
many could not do this due to the 
high cost of irrigation, and now 
they are eagerly waiting for heavy 
rainfall.

Mohammad Wasim, a farmer 
in Banshkhali upazila, said the 
pump owners have also increased 
the price of water due to the rise in 
oil prices.

“It’s not possible for a poor 
farmer like me to buy water and 
cultivate at such a price. So, I’m 
waiting for rain. If it doesn’t rain, I 

won’t do Aman farming this year,” 
he added.

Department of Agriculture 
Extension (DAE) sources said 
about 1,83,000 hectares of land 
have been brought under Aman 
cultivation this season in all 
upazilas of Chattogram.

Mohammed Akter, deputy 
director of DAE of Chattogram, 
said, “This year, the weather is not 
favourable for Aman cultivation, 
as there was not enough rainfall 
in the region.” He said Aman 
production could be hampered if 
the drought-like weather remains.
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