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August witnessed 3,551 dengue cases, 
more than double the number recorded 
in July. This indicates that the dengue 
situation is further deteriorating.

The number of deaths also rose 
to 21 till date. Ten people died 
in August alone. In July, 1,571 
dengue cases were recorded.

Experts urged city 
corporations to take 
immediate steps to tackle 
the issue. Otherwise, 
people, especially Dhaka 
residents, will be at further 
risk of contracting dengue in 
the coming days.

According to data of Directorate 
General of Health Services (DGHS), at least 
one dengue patient died, while 251 were 
admitted to different hospitals across the 
country in the last 24 hours till 8:00am 
yesterday. 

The monsoon survey of DGHS shows 
a grim picture. Dhaka residents may 
witness a bigger wave of dengue in the 
coming days, as the population of Aedes 
mosquitoes in monsoon is over double 
that of the previous season.

“Authorities will have to find 
clusters of Aedes mosquito-

prone areas by collecting 
addresses of dengue patients. 
Then, they will have to take 
effective measures within 
a 500-yard radius of the 
homes. 

This measure, called 
hotspot management, will 

also raise awareness in the 
areas,” said entomologist Monzur 

A Chowdhury.
Entomologist of Jahangirnagar 

University Prof Kabirul Bashar said if 
the authorities fail to conduct hotspot 
management, the number of dengue 
patients will continue to increase.

According to data 
of Directorate 

General of Health 
Services (DGHS), 

at least one 
dengue patient 
died, while 251 
were admitted 

to different 
hospitals across 

the country in the 
last 24 hours till 

8:00am yesterday. 

Dengue cases double 
between July, Aug

Discussion on 
Abul Mansur 
Ahmad at 
DU today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

On the occasion of the 
birth anniversary of 
litterateur, journalist 
and politician Abul 
Mansur Ahmad, a special 
programme titled 
“Amar Dekha Rajnitir 
Panchash Bochor: Paath 
o porjalochona” (Fifty 
years’ politics in my eyes: 
Recitation and review) 
will be held today.

Abul Mansur Ahmad 
Smriti Parishad will 
organise the programme 
at 5:00pm at Professor 
Muzaffar Ahmad 
Chowdhury Auditorium 
of the faculty of social 
sciences at Dhaka 
University.

Professor emeritus 
Serajul Islam 
Choudhury will chair 
the programme while 
economist and scholar 
Akbar Ali Khan will 
present the keynote.

At the end of the 
discussion, a prize giving 
ceremony will take place 
for the Abul Mansur 
Ahmad Essay Contest, 
organised recently by 
the parishad for the fifth 
time.

The topic for this 
year competition was 
“Journalist Abul Mansur 
Ahmad versus today’s 
journalism”, “Abul 
Mansur Ahmad’s role 
in expanding industry-
commerce,” and “Abul 
Mansur Ahmad’s 
thoughts on Bengali 
Culture.”  

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Amid mass protest, local administration have backed 
down from their decision to build houses for the 
destitute under “Ashrayan Project” on a playground 
at Boldipara village in Sirajganj’s Shahzadpur upazila.

An alternative site has been selected for the project 
at Kashipur village of the district.

Confirming the information, Shahzadpur upazila 
nirbahi officer (UNO) Md Torikul Islam said, “As there 
is no other suitable  land in Kayempur union (where 
Boldipara village is located), we submitted a proposal 
to the relevant ministry to build houses for the poor 
at Kashipur village in Gala union of Shahzadpur.” 

 However, Md Jiaul Alom Jhunu, chairman of 
Kayempur union, said, “Now the project has been 
shifted to another union, so the poor and homeless 
people of this union will be deprived.” 

They fought for 
children and won
Sirajganj admin backtracks 
from decision to build 
houses on playground

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

1 killed, 15 
hurt in road 
accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

A man was killed and 
15 were injured as a 
bus, battery-run auto-
rickshaw and pickup 
collided in Mymensingh 
yesterday.

The accident 
happened on 
Mymensingh-Haluaghat 
road in Dhalir Bazar area 
under Phulpur upazila 
around noon, said 
Phulpur Police Station 
O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e 
Abdulalh Al Mamun.

The identity of the 
deceased aged around 
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GATCO CASE

Charge framing 
hearing adjourned
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday adjourned the hearing 
on charge framing against BNP Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia and 14 others in the Gatco graft case 
till October 16.

Judge Muhammad Ali Hussain of the 
Special Judge’s Court-3 of Dhaka passed the 
order after Khaleda’s lawyer Masud Ahmed 
Talukder submitted an application, seeking an 
adjournment of the hearing on grounds that he 
was not prepared for taking part in the hearing.

Khaleda is now sick and has been receiving 
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