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Scholz eyes
‘sovereign,
enlarged EU’

AFP, Prague

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz vyesterday pledged
emphatic  backing for
Ukraine and other hopefuls
tojoin the European Union,
underlining however that
enlarging the bloc to “30 or
36” would require reforms.

In a speech laying
out his vision for the
EU during a visit to the
Czech Republic, Scholz
said  Russia’s  invasion
of Ukraine requires a
“Furopean answer to this
watershed”.

The bloc needs to
reduce its  “one-sided
dependencies”, be it on
the economic, energy or
defence fronts, he urged,
calling for a “geopolitical,
sovereign and enlarged
EU”.

The German leader also
underlined that he was
“committed to” having the
six nations of the western
Balkans, Moldova, Georgia
and Ukraine accede to the
bloc.

“Their EU accession is in
our interest,” said Scholz.

BRAZIL DEBATE
Bolsonaro,
[ula trade
jabs

AFP, Sao Paulo

Sparks flew Sunday as
far-right President Jair
Bolsonaro accused leftist
rival Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva of massive corruption
- and drew accusations
of “destroying Brazil” in
return -- as they faced off in
their first election debate.

The two front-runners
wasted no time in attacking
each other.

Bolsonaro called Lula
a “thief” in his opening
salvo of the three-hour

clash, pummeling the
76-year-old  ex-president
over the massive “Car

Wash” corruption scandal
centered on state-run oil
giant Petrobras.

Lula fired back that Bol-
sonaro was spreading “un-
truths” - one of several
exchanges in which they
accused each other of ly-
ing.

A family wades through a flood hit area following heavy monsoon rains in Charsadda district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan yesterday.
This year’s flooding has affected one in seven Pakistanis, said the National Disaster Management Authority.

Tens of millions battle
Pakistan tloods

Death toll rises to 1,136; climate change minister says a third
of country now under water

AGENCIES

Tens of millions of people across
swathes of Pakistan were battling
the worst monsoon floods in a
decade yesterday, with countless
homes washed away, vital farmland
destroyed, and the country’s main
river threatening to burst its
banks.

Climate Change Minister Sherry
Rehman said a third of the country
was under water, creating a “crisis
of unimaginable proportions”.

Officials say 1,136 people have
died since June when the seasonal
rains began, but the final toll could
be higher as hundreds of villages in
the mountainous north have been
cut off after flood-swollen rivers
washed away roads and bridges.

“It’s all one big ocean, there’s
no dry land to pump the water
out,” Rehman told AFP, adding
the economic cost would also be
devastating.

Flood victims have taken refuge
in makeshift camps that have
sprung up across the country,
where desperation is setting in.

“Living here is miserable. Our
self-respect is at stake,” said Fazal
e Malik, sheltering in the grounds
of a school now home to around
2,500 people in the town of
Nowshera in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. “I stink but there is no
place to take a shower. There are
no fans.”

Near Sukkur, a city in southern
Sindh province and home to an
ageing colonial-era barrage on
the Indus River that is vital to
preventing further catastrophe,
one farmer lamented the
devastation wrought on his rice
fields.

Millions of acres of rich
farmland have been flooded by
weeks of non-stop rain, but now
the Indusis threatening to burstits
banks as torrents of water course

downstream from tributaries in
the north.

“Our crop spanned over 5,000
acres on which the best quality
rice was sown and is eaten by you
and us,” Khalil Ahmed, 70, told
AFP. “All that is finished.”

Much of Sindh is now an endless
landscape of water, hampering
a massive military-led relief
operation. “There are no landing
strips or approaches available...
our pilots find it difficult to land,”
one senior officer told AFP.

The army’s helicopters were
also struggling to pluck people to
safety in the north, where soaring
mountains and deep valleys make
for treacherous flying conditions.
Many rivers in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province -- which boasts
some of Pakistan’s best tourist
spots - have burst their banks,
demolishing scores of buildings
including a 150-room hotel that
crumbled into a raging torrent.
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US gunman
who Kkilled 3
people nabbed
by police

AFP, Washington

Police in the US city of
Detroit on Sunday caught
a suspect believed (o
have shot four people at
“random”, killing three of
them, authorities said.

The Midwestern city’s
police chief, James White,
told media that the first
three victims -- two women
and a man - were found
shot multiple times in
separate locations around
Detroit in the early hours
of the morning.

A fourth man spotted
the suspect peering into
car windows and told him
to stop, White said. The
suspect shot him once.

Three of the victims
died and one survived,
police told local media. The
shootings appear “to be
very random,” White told
a press conference. Police
later took the suspect into
custody without incident.

2015 nuclear deal
‘meaningless’

Says Iran unless IAEA puts an end to its
probe of undeclared sites

AFP, Tehran

The Iranian president yesterday said reviving a 2015 deal
with world powers will be pointless unless the UN nuclear
watchdog puts an end to its probe of undeclared sites in
the country. Ebrahim Raisi’s comments came as Tehran
reviews the US response to its suggestions on a “final”
text put forward by the EU to salvage the landmark deal.
The United States had remained adamant that Tehran
cooperate with the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) to clear up suspicions about earlier work at three
undeclared sites. “In the negotiations, safeguard issues
are one of the fundamental ones. All of the safeguard
issues must be resolved,” Raisi told reporters at a press
conference in the capital Tehran. “Without resolving
the safeguard issues, talking about the agreement is
meaningless,” he added. Iran has repeatedly urged
the IAEA to end the issue before any revived deal is
implemented but US State Department spokesman Vedant
Patel on Thursday said “we do not believe there should be
any conditionality” between that issue and the JCPOA,
as the deal is known. Patel called on Iran to answer the
IAEA’s questions about the three sites. In June, the IAEA’s
board of governors adopted a resolution censuring Iran
for failing to adequately explain the previous discovery of
traces of enriched uranium at three sites not declared by
Tehran as having hosted nuclear activities. The agreement
between Iran and six world powers -- Britain, China,
France, Germany, Russia and the United States -- gave the
Islamic republic sanctions relief in exchange for curbs on
its nuclear programme.

India accuses China
of ‘militarisation of
Taiwan Strait’

AGENCIES

India has accused China of “militarisation of
the Taiwan Strait”, in an escalating war of words
triggered by a Chinese military ship docking in
Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port. The accusation,
referenced in a statement by the Indian high
commission in Sri Lanka on Sunday, is reportedly
the first time the Indian government has used the
descriptor, and is a rare intervention on the cross-
straits issues as India contends with tensions on
its own border with China. Earlier this month a
Chinese military research

vessel docked at
Hambantota port for a
week. Analysts say the Yuan
Wang 5 is among a group
of Chinese ships operated
by the People’s Liberation
Army that monitor satellite,

rocket and intercontinental
ballistic missile launches. The docking of the Yuan
Wang 5 was delayed for several days after India
objected, amid fears that Beijing intends to use
the port as a military base, reports The Guardian
online. China’s foreign affairs ministry had said
the vessel was conducting maritime research, in
line with international law and practice, and would
not affect “the security and economic interests of
any country”.
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Supporters of Iraqi Shia cleric Moqgtada Sadr gather inside the Republican Palace in the capital Baghdad’s
Green Zone, yesterday. Two supporters of Sadr were killed as clashes broke out in Green Zone soon after Sadr’s

announcement to quit politics.

World needs to ‘make more babies’

Musk says low birth rates pose a ‘danger’ to civilization

AFP, Oslo

Billionaire tech entrepreneur Elon
Musk, who has fathered 10 children,
said yesterday the world needs to
“make more babies” -- and keep
digging for oil.

The richest man on the planet,
who has repeatedly warned that
low birth rates posed a “danger” to
civilization, said ahead of an energy
conference in Norway that the world
is facing a “baby crisis”.

Asked about the greatest
challenges facing the world, Musk
cited the transition to renewable
energies but also said the birth rate
was “one of my favourite... things to

be concerned about.” s
“We don’t want the
population to drop
so low that well /
just eventually die,” |
Musk, founder of |
American  electric |
car manufacturer |
Tesla and SpaceX, told
reporters in Stavanger,
southwest Norway.

“At least make enough
babies to sustain the population,”
he added. Many Western societies
and populated countries such as
China are facing declining birth
rates and ageing societies.

“They say civilization might die
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. with a bang or with a
. whimper,” added Musk.
“If we don’t have
' enough Kkids, then
" we will die with a
whimper in adult
diapers. And that
will be depressing.”
He also said the
planet still needed new
fossil fuel sources.
“I think realistically we
do need to use oil and gas in
the short term, because otherwise
civilization would crumble,” he
said, adding that “some additional
exploration is warranted at this
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