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rest have been scattered 
around the city. Only 10-
12 families remain in the 
colony,” said Raju. Four 
jute mills in Khulna’s 
Khalishpur industrial area 
were closed on July 1, 2020.

“About 26,000 workers 
became jobless during this 
closure. It is this lack of 
employment opportunities 
that have affected the 
population of this area, 
reflected in the most recent 
census,” said worker leader 
Ruhul Amin.

“Many of the workers 
have changed occupation 
after leaving the colonies. 
They have taken up jobs as 
rickshaw-pullers, easy-bike 
drivers and construction 

workers,” he added.
According to the 

preliminary results of 
the census, the current 
population of Khulna city 
is 7,18,735. In 2011, the city’s 
population was 6,94,933. 

Md Ashraful Alam 
Siddiqui, joint director at 
Khulna Divisional Statistics 
Office, said, “Khulna’s 
annual population growth 
rate is 97 percent, yet 
Khalishpur saw a decline 
in population.” “After 
researching the primary 
data, we will try to find 
out within a month why 
Khalishpur’s population 
has declined. People seem 
to have migrated elsewhere 
after the closure of the jute 
mills in the area,” he added.
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on cracked eggs for protein 
as the price of other daily 
commodities has taken a 
significant leap following 
the record hike in fuel 
prices.

Around 70,000 eggs 
come daily to the largest 
egg depot in Bangladesh 
on Tejgaon Railway Station 
Road. On average, 300-
400 eggs crack during 
transportation.

Wholesalers tie these 
eggs with tape and sell 
them in the open market. 
Only a few low-income 
people and small bakeries 
used to buy these eggs.

However, since the price 
of eggs increased in the 
second week of August, the 
demand for cracked eggs 
has increased, traders said.

Dayal Mia has been 
selling eggs in the Fakinni 
Bazar area for 30 years.

He explained that there 
are three types of cracked 
eggs. Some have no leaks. 
They are taped and sold 
at Tk 5 per piece. In some, 
the egg white leaks, but the 
yolk remains. They are sold 
for Tk 4 per piece.

Those with more leaks 
are sold for Tk 2 per piece, 
said Dayal. “When the price 
of eggs went up to Tk 55, no 
cracked egg was sold below 
Tk 5. I sold cracked eggs 
without leaks for Tk 7.” 

Shah Alam, another egg 
seller at the market, said he 
sells 300-500 eggs a day.

“Most customers started 
asking for cracked eggs after 
the price of eggs increased 
last month,” he said.
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institute a law to that effect.
ASK also demanded that 

the National Human Rights 
Commission find out about 
those who disappeared and 
conduct a public hearing in 
this regard. 

They also demanded 
that the Commission’s law 
be amended to empower 
the body to investigate 
this crime since at the 
moment the NHRC 
cannot investigate law 
enforcement agencies.

“The government has so 
far denied that enforced 
disappearance takes place, 
even though families, 
eye-witnesses, journalists 
and human rights 
organisations have often 
presented clear evidence 
concerning this,” said ASK.

“The media has reported 

several cases of victims 
being picked up and then 
produced at court later 
as arrested,” added the 
organisation.
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out protest programmes, 
Fakhrul said the current 
government says one thing 
and does another.

Fakhrul said their 
ongoing protests at upazila, 
thana, municipality and 
union levels will continue 
till September 10. He said 
they will announce their 
next course of programmes 
after September 10.

“So far, more than 
750 leaders and activists 
have been injured in 
these attacks. False cases 
have been filed against 
thousands of leaders and 
activists while around 60 of 
them have been arrested,” 
he said.  

582 depositors
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one lakh taka will be given 
to each of 582 investors.

Lawyer Mejbahur 
Rahman appeared for 
the board of directors 
during hearing of the 
application.

On June 28 last year 
the HC bench constituted 
a 10-member board for 
PLFSL in order to save it 
from potential liquidation 
and also issued several 
directives on the board, 
borrowers, and ACC.
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views-exchange meeting 
with the Editors Council at 
a city hotel yesterday, ahead 
of the prime minister’s visit 
to India next week.

He spoke on various 
issues of bilateral 
relationship and sub-
regional cooperation. 
He said Bangladesh 
and India have resolved 
many of the major issues, 
including complex ones 
like land and maritime 
boundary disputes, and the 
relationship is much more 
mature than what it was 20 
years ago.

Doraiswami called for 
simplifying transport 
regulations and logistics 
as well as diversifying the 
connectivity routes -- 
which can be rivers, seas 
and rail -- that are low cost 
and environment-friendly.

India is also keen to have 
Bangladesh use Indian 
ports and railways for 
its export to developing 
countries like Nepal and 
Bhutan, and even to 
Europe.

The Indian envoy said 
sub-regionalism is a need 
of the time for the greater 
good of the regional 
countries.

“It is important that 
we look at greater port, 
energy, and economic 
interconnectivity at least 
among the four to five 

countries that are willing. 
BIMSTEC is one such 
mechanism to reach it,” he 
said.

However, the 
infrastructure is not fully 
ready for that. For example, 
energy connectivity, which 
India is very keen about, is 
long overdue, but for that to 
happen, the transmission 
connectivity should be 
established.

The existing 
connectivity that is in 
place is already completely 
booked. Presently, there 
is an asynchronous 
connection line from 
Bahrampur to Bheramara 
for supplying about 1,000 
MW of electricity from the 
Indian grid. Another 160 
MW comes from Tripura 
on the radial route. Except 
for these lines, there is no 
other connectivity.

Doraiswami said India 
has been very keen to 
develop synchronous grid 
connectivity, which will 
seamlessly ensure grid 
stability across the region. 
In that case, investments 
will also come in renewable 
energy. It will also allow 
seamless purchase of 
power from Bhutan and 
Nepal.

On the subject of the BIN 
(Bangladesh, India, Nepal) 
arrangement, he said India 
and Nepal currently have 
a reciprocal motor vehicle 

agreement, while Bhutan 
has a non-reciprocal motor 
vehicle agreement with 
India.

For Nepal and Bhutan, 
the net benefit of BIN is 
small compared to the 
benefit for Bangladesh 
and India. The opening 
transport connectivity 
benefit for the two countries 
is huge, Doraiswami said.

“So, if we have transport 
connectivity for passenger 
and goods vehicles, we 
would do it for the benefits 
of both Bangladesh and 
India. Ninety percent of 
your [Bangladesh] land 
border is with us. so, it will 
open up transportation 
connectivity to the entire 
sub-region.”

This connectivity can 
also be expanded much 
further, for instance 
maritime connectivity, he 
said, adding that currently 
there is no direct shipping 
connectivity between 
Bangladesh and India.

“The goods that have 
to go by sea between 
Bangladesh and India go 
via Port Klang or Singapore 
or Colombo. If you look at 
the map, this is ridiculous,” 
he said.

Doraiswami said it is 
important to note that 
while the narrative of 
the bilateral relationship 
has improved vastly, the 
impression between the 

two countries is not always 
based on facts, which needs 
to be looked into.

Asked about the 
NRC implementation in 
Assam, he said there are 
misconceptions here about 
this. “It was done under 
Supreme Court orders, 
as part of a process that 
predates the current and 
several previous state 
governments.  There is 
no decision on it that has 
implications outside India, 
as our previous foreign 
secretary has said here.”

“The [Bangladesh] prime 
minister’s visit to India is 
a milestone event, but it 
is also part of the larger 
process that will take the 
bilateral relationship to the 
next level,” he added.

Prothom Alo Editor 
Matiur Rahman, Ajker 
Patrika Editor Golam 
Rahman, New Age Editor 
Nurul Kabir, Bhorer Kagoj 
Editor Shyamal Dutta, 
Ittefaq Editor Tasmima 
Hossain, Samakal Editor 
Mozammel Hossain, Bonik 
Barta Editor Dewan Hanif 
Mahmud, Sangbad Editor 
Altamash Kabir and Dhaka 
Tribune Editor Zafar 
Sobhan were present in the 
meeting.

Mahfuz Anam, editor 
of The Daily Star and 
president of the Editors’ 
Council, moderated the 
discussion.  
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coming months, all 
factories will have rawhide 
processing allotted for four 
days.”

“My rent’s increased 
and now’s the time I can’t 
earn beyond my baseline. 
I need Tk 17,000 monthly 
to run my four-member 
family, including rent, my 
children’s education and 
food. How will I go on?” 
said Nazim. 

Temporary tannery 
worker Mintu Mia has 
been working at a tannery 
for three years now with 
a monthly salary of TK 
9,450. If he’s ever absent 
from work, he gets less 
than that amount. 

Like Nazim, Mintu 
said, “In June, I earned Tk 
12,000 from the factory, 
and in July, Tk 10,000. 
This month I won’t be able 
to earn beyond my salary. 
If things go on like this, my 
family will starve.”

Abdul Malek, Tannery 
Workers Union secretary, 
said there are almost 
10,000 workers in the 
Savar Tannery Industrial 
Estate. Their wages are very 

low.
“For a long time, we’ve 

been demanding to run a 
rationing system for the 
tannery workers with the 
government’s permission. 
But the demand hasn’t 
been met yet. Workers 
aren’t being able to 
purchase essentials with 
the amount they get,” said 
Malek.

Contacted, Md Shakawat 
Ullah, Bangladesh Tanners 
Association’s (BTA) general 
secretary, said because of 
Central Effluent Treatment 
Plant (CETP), factories are 
currently running on a 
rationing system. 

“Each factory must 
stop raw hide processing 
for 3 days every week. 
The capacity of CETP is 
25,000 cubic metres. If all 
tanneries process rawhide 
together, liquid waste is 
produced more than the 
capacity,” he said. 

“Also, due to the 
electrical crisis, we have to 
keep our factory closed on 
Sunday each week as per 
the announcement. We’re 
counting huge financial 
losses,” he added.  
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Bogura OC
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Asked about the transfer, 
Abdur Rashid (additional 
SP, crime) said, “Kripa’s 
transfer is as usual. He 
completed two years at 
Dhunat Police Station. 
Therefore, he was 
transferred to Pabna.”

Contacted, Kripa denied 
the allegations and said 
those were brought against 
him to tarnish his image.

A quintessential Dhaka on a week-day. The photo was taken in Tejgaon Industrial Area yesterday afternoon.
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