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US warships
transit through
Taiwan Strait

AFP, Washington

Two United States warships sailed
through the Taiwan Strait yesterday,
the American navy said, the first
such transit since China staged
unprecedented military drills around
the island.

In a statement, the US Navy said
the transit “demonstrates the United
States’ commitment to a free and
open Indo-Pacific.”

Tensions in the Taiwan Strait
soared to their highest level in years
this month after US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi visited Taipei. Beijing
reacted furiously, staging days of air
and sea exercises around Taiwan.

The US Seventh Fleet said the pair
of Ticonderoga-class guided-missile
cruisers — the USS Antietam and the
USS Chancellorsville -- conducted the
“routine” transit yesterday “through
waters where high seas freedoms of
navigation and overflight apply in
accordance with international law.”

The Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) said the US had “openly
hyped up” the ships’ passage through
the Strait.

NUCLEAR DEAL
Iran reviewing
US response

AL JAZEERA ONLINE

Iran says its review of the United
States’s response to a European-
Union drafted text to restore their
2015 nuclear deal will take several
more days as Qatar continues (o
mediate between the sides.

Reviewing the US response at
expert levels is ongoing and will
take “at least” until the end of the
week, Nournews, an outlet affiliated
with the Supreme National Security
Council of Iran, said in a tweet
yesterday. The working week in Iran
ends on Friday, so a response appears
unlikely before September 2.

Iran had sent its response to the
European text earlier this month,
and Washington submitted its own
feedback to the text on Wednesday.

The EU’s foreign policy chief, Josep
Borrell, has described both responses
as “reasonable”, and said he plans to
organise more meetings in Vienna to
finalise an agreement if possible.

Flood-affected women make bread for their family beside damaged mud houses after heavy monsoon rains in

A controlled implosion demolishes the 100-metre-high residential “Twin Towers” in Noida on the outskirts of New Delhi, yesterday.
Two illegally built residential high-rises were demolished near India’s capital in a rare crackdown on developers who cut corners

and swindle unsuspecting home-buyers.

Clashes spark Libya war lears

Calm returns in Tripoli after violence kills 32, wounds 159

AFP, Tripoli

Flights resumed and shops re-opened
in Libya’s capital Tripoli yesterday
after clashes between backers of rival
governments killed at least 32 people and
sparked fears of major new conflict.

Armed groups had exchanged fire
that damaged several hospitals and set
buildings on fire starting Iriday evening,
the worst fighting in the Libyan capital
since a landmark 2020 ceasefire.

A cautious calm had set in by Saturday
evening, an AFP correspondent reported,
and the health ministry said Sunday
morning that 32 people had been killed
and 159 wounded during the clashes.

The fighting came after months of
mounting tensions between backers of
Abdulhamid Dbeibah and Fathi Bashagha,
whose rival administrations are vying
for control of the North African country
which has seen more than a decade of
violence since a 2011 uprising.

Dbeibah’s administration, installed in
the capital as part of a United Nations-

led peace process last year, has so far
prevented Bashagha from taking olflice
there, arguing that the next administration
should be the product of elections.
Bashagha was appointed by Libya’s

eastern-based parliament earlier this year
and is backed by powerful eastern military
chief Khalifa Haftar, whose 2019 attempt
to seize the capital by force turned into a
year-long civil war.

Bashagha, a former interior minister,
had initially ruled out the use of violence
to take power in Tripoli but subsequently
hinted that he could resort to force.

PHOTO: AFP

Libya plunged into chaos following
the 2011 overthrow and killing of dictator
Muammar Gaddafi in a Nato-backed
uprising, with myriad armed groups and
foreign powers moving to fill the power
vacuum.

Certain armed groups seen as neutral
in the latest crisis moved to back Dbeibah
this weekend to push back Bashagha’s
second attempt to enter the capital. Both
sides exchanged blame on Saturday while
world powers appealed for calm.

Flights resumed and shops reopened
on Sunday morning,.

But analysts said the crisis was far from
resolved, with the capital controlled by a
multitude of armed groups with shifting
alliances described by analyst Wolfram
Lacher as “a never-ending story”.

“The armed groups that found
themselves on the same side in yesterday’s
Tripoli fighting will tomorrow clash over
turf, positions and budgets,” he wrote on
Twitter.

“The factions that were pro-Dbeibah
yesterday will challenge him tomorrow.”

Serbia, Kosovo reach
free movement deal

AFP, Brussels

Serbia and Kosovo have agreed on an arrangement
for free movement between their countries, the
European Union’s foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell announced vyesterday. Serbia had agreed
to abolish its entry-exit document for Kosovo ID
holders, and Kosovo had agreed to not introduce
them for Serbian ID holders, said Borrell, in a
video statement posted online. Serbia deeply
resents Kosovo'’s breakaway status and has never
recognised its independence. Serbs in northern
Kosovo have long refused to acknowledge Pristina’s
authority and have largely remained loyal to the
Serbian government in Belgrade.

Pakistan providing
airspace for US
drones: Kabul

AFP, Kabul

Afghan defence minister Mohammad Yaqoob
Mujahid yesterday accused Pakistan of providing
airspace for US drones to enter his country,
characterising the incursions as a continuation
of Washington’s “invasion”. Mujahid’s comments
came less than a month after US President Joe
Biden announced the Kkilling of al-Qaeda chief
Ayman al-Zawahiri in a drone strike in Kabul. US
drones continued to be seen flying over Kabul even
now, Mujahid said. “Our information shows that
they (US drones) are entering into Afghanistan
from Pakistan, using the airspace of Pakistan,”
Mujahid told reporters when asked where the
drones were coming from.

6 dead as truck hits
Dutch barbecue party

AFP, The Hague

Dutch police yesterday said six people were killed
and seven other people hurt after a truck ran off
the top of a dike road and ploughed into revellers
at a neighbourhood barbecue. The accident
happened around six pm on Saturday when
the Spanish-registered lorry left the road in the
village of Nieuw-Beijerland, 30 kilometres south
of Rotterdam. The victims were three women
aged 28, 32 and 75, and three men aged 41, 50
and 62, all from the local area, police said. One of
the injured was in a critical condition in hospital.
“We now have six people killed and seven injured,
one seriously after yesterday’s accident,” police
spokeswoman Mirjam Boers told AFP. Boers
confirmed the 46-year-old driver from Spain had
been arrested “and was not under the influence of
alcohol,” at the time of the accident. “We are still
investigating what exactly happened,” she said.
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Jaffarabad district, Balochistan province, Pakistan, yesterday.
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Mars isn’t entirely red, scientists say

FROM PAGE 12

on Earth. On Mars, however,
they are kept pristine by the vastly
different environment.

“We started to realise that these
layered igneous rocks we were seeing
look different from the igneous
rocks we have these days on Earth,”
said Roger Wiens, a professor from
Purdue University and researcher
on the new paper. “They’re very like
igneous rocks on Earth early in its
existence.”

Those rocks could therefore help
tell us about the history of life on
Farth - as well as aliens may once
have lived on Mars.

“One of the reasons we don’t have
a great understanding of where and
when life first evolved on Farth is
because those rocks are mostly gone,
so it’s really hard to reconstruct what
ancient environments on Farth were
like,” said Briony Horgan, another
researcher on the study and professor
at Purdue.
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over in Jezero have more or less just
been sitting at the surface for billions
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of years, waiting for us to come look
at them. That’s one of the reasons

38, | wEem suomTd wiEeE S e

(%) Tot-siferel whrsrara (saare ¢ wfFae), Fanf, sBgn-97 wragry e
R

Facebook to settle Analytica

FROM PAGE 12
parties including the firm
Cambridge Analytica,

which was linked to Donald
Trump’s 2016 presidential
campaign.

Cambridge  Analytica
-- which has since shut
down -- had collected and

exploited, without their
consent, the personal data
of 87 million Facebook
users, to which the platform
had given it access.

This information was
allegedly used to develop
software steering US voters
in favor of Trump.

In 2019, federal
authorities fined Facebook
$5 billion for misleading
its users and imposed
independent oversight of its
personal data management.

Since the Cambridge
Analytica scandal broke,
Facebook has removed

access (o its data from
thousands of apps
suspected of abusing it,
restricted the amount of
information available to
developers, and made it
casier for users to calibrate
restrictions on personal
data sharing.
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