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Where the rebellious Nazrul
FROM PAGE 3

from different periods. The 
memorial room also has 
pictures of the covers of 
some of Nazrul’s books.

BSMMU Vice-Chancellor 
Prof Md Sharfuddin said 
the then director general 
of the health department, 
Major A Chowdhury, was 
involved in his treatment at 

various times. 
Dr Bayezid Khan gave 

Nazrul homeopathic 
treatment with 
B a n g a b a n d h u ’ s 
permission.

Nurse Shamsunnahar 
and helping-hand 
Wahidullah Bhuiyan were 
also involved in providing 
the poet round-the-clock 

care at the time.
“BSMMU’s Cabin 117 

is will remain open as a 
memorial museum for 
the rebel poet. It is a place 
where Bangalees bid adieu 
to a revolutionary leader, 
whose words awakened the 
rebellious spirit,” said the 
vice chancellor.

Granite mining hits rock bottom
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months after the order is 
placed, said the official.

The facility needs 
around 1.5 tonnes of 
explosives every day.

Contacted, Mir Pinak 
Iqbal, MGMCL general 
manager (production), said, 
“We are expecting a supply 
of explosives from India. 
However, the time of its 
arrival is still uncertain,” he 
told this correspondent.

He said as of August 
24, they were yet to get 
permission from the Indian 
government for importing.  

However, Zabed 
Siddiqui, chief executive 
of GTC, refused to make 
any comment about the 
situation. 

This correspondent 
could not contact MGMCL 
managing director 
Abu Daud Muhammad 
Fariduzzaman despite 
repeated attempts.

Nazmul Ahsan, 
chairman of Petrobangla, 
said, “Whether explosives 
will be imported is yet to 
be confirmed due to the 

present global situation.”
He also confirmed that 

MGMCL has tasked GTC 
to import the explosives 
without elaborating. 
MINERS FACING TOUGH 

TIMES

As production remained 
suspended for over three 
months, around 650 
miners are facing financial 
hardship.

They said their misery 
has been compounded 
following the exorbitant 
price hike of essentials.

Among the 800 miners, 
around 650 were sent to 
forced leave from April 30, 
said an MGMCL miner.

“I’m struggling to make 
ends meet for my family. 
I’ve already exhausted my 
savings and have taken 
loans,” said a local miner, 
seeking anonymity fearing 
reprisal from the mining 
company.

He said around 150 
miners are still working 
as part of the necessary 
maintenance of the mine.
A LOSING CONCERN

The state-owned company 

has incurred an operating 
loss of Tk 565 crore since 
it began commercial 
production in 2007, 
according to the latest 
report of MGMCL.

It has been a losing 
concern for 11 years before 
recording a profit of Tk 
33.52 crore in 2018-19 and 
2019-20 combined.

However, officials fear a 
considerable loss again due 
to the long suspension of 
production.

The mine, developed by 
a North-Korean company 
at a cost of Tk 1,275 crore, 
has been incurring losses 
as it has failed to meet the 
daily production target of 
5,500 tonnes.

After taking over charge 
of the mine on February 
20, 2014, GTC produced 
around 3.75 million tonnes 
of rocks in six years, far 
below the given target of 
9.2 million tonnes of those 
years.

GTC produced 8.23 and 
10.17 lakh tonnes of granite 
in 2019-20 and 2020-21 
fiscal, respectively.

Around 7 million tonnes 
of granite have been 
extracted so far from the 
mine, which had a reserve 
of around 174 million 
tonnes.

Gems of Nazrul 
honours 
national poet
CITY DESK

Marking the National Poet 
Kazi Nazrul Islam’s 46th 
death anniversary, Gems 
of Nazrul has released their 
22nd production titled 
“Dhrubojoti” on August 
27 on Channel-i and their 
official YouTube channel, 
said a press release.

“Raising more awareness 
among younger generation 
about Nazrul’s ideology, 
his philosophy and artistic 
masterpieces has always 
been the prime aim of our 
initiative,” said celebrated 
singer Sadya Afreen 
Mallick, the frontperson 
of Gems of Nazrul. “I 
hope we keep working 
towards achieving this goal 
successfully.”

The production 
will feature around 50 
prominent and promising 
artistes, including 
Ekushey Padak recipient 
Dalia Nausheen and 
Nazrul researcher Sumon 
Choudhury. They will 
perform the prayer song 
“Shuvro Shomojjol”. Ibrar 
Tipu is the music composer 
of this production.  The 
video for this track has 
been shot in a beautiful 
park maintained by Dhaka 
North City Corporation. 

Is Bangladesh turning 
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“According to our Power 
System Master Plan 2010, 
we had planned to generate 
50 percent of our electricity 
through coal-based power 
plants. In 2016, we had 
reduced this to 35 percent. 
After COP 26, we had 
cancelled construction of 
10 coal-based power plants 
worth $12 billion of foreign 
investment.”

Only 7 to 8 percent of 
Bangladesh’s electricity is 
being produced through 
coal-based power plants, he 
told The Daily Star recently.

When asked about 
inauguration of Rampal 
power plant near the 
Sundarbans in the near 

future, he said, “The share 
will slightly increase once it 
starts operation. However, 
after Japan’s funding 
withdrawal from Matarbari 
Phase II, we have not sought 
for any financier yet. So, you 
can say that another 1,200 
MW electricity will not be 
produced through coal. 
This means our overall use 
of coal is not increasing. 
This report is probably 
based on our Power System 
Master Plan and use of 
coal in the existing power 
plants.”

Eminent economist Prof 
Anu Muhammad -- who is 
also member-secretary of 
the National Committee to 
Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral 

Resources, Power and Ports 
-- said, “Our policymakers 
often yield to pressure from 
international and national 
conglomerates to establish 
coal-based power plants.”

These conglomerates 
take advantage of weak 
enforcement of the 
environmental laws in 
Bangladesh, so they can 
make huge profits through 
guaranteed purchase 
agreement with the 
government, he added. 

He also spoke of 
reforming the existing 
energy policy to move away 
from coal-based power and 
tap into the huge potential 
of solar and wind power. 

The Global Energy 
Monitor’s report also noted 
that more than one-third 
of the country’s power 
generation capacity is 
not being used, creating 
stranded power generation 
facilities that are paid to sit 
idle.

Sharif Jamil, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Poribesh Andolon 
and coordinator of 
Waterkeepers Bangladesh, 
said, “Continuing coal-
plant pollution in a 
highly populated delta 
invites humanitarian 
catastrophe. Bangladesh 
needs to reassess its 
electricity demand and 
stop construction and 
operation of any coal 
plants for the sake of its 
people, the environment, 
and its economy.”

Power cell’s Hossain 
said even amid the 
ongoing global energy 
crisis, Bangladesh has not 
taken any step to revise its 
decision to phase out coal-
based power plants. 

He, however, said, 
“Our focus is always on 
renewable energy, and we 
are working to increase 
renewable energy sources 
in power generation.” 

Rajuk’s grand plan to ease
FROM PAGE 3

“We also proposed 
operating water-buses 
after connecting the two 
waterbodies, and eight 
bridges above the lake,” he 
added.

“We further 
recommended taking an 
initiative to protect the 
banks on both sides of the 
lake, as waves will increase 
due to the water-buses, and 
this may cause erosion on 
the banks,” he explained.

“We had suggested 
taking some land from 
Korail slum through 
re-settlement, and we 
proposed an amphitheatre 
by cleaning those places,” 
he said.

Mizan said there are 
three points from where 
household sludge is being 
directly dumped into the 
lake, and Rajuk will have 
to take another integrated 
project to prevent this.

After the project 

is implemented, the 
sludge would be taken 
to Dasherkandi waste 
treatment plant of Wasa 
through pipelines, and 
water pollution would go 
down significantly, he said.

The depth of the lake 
has decreased due to the 
accumulation of sludge 
over the years. So, Rajuk will 
have to remove that sludge 
during winter to increase 
its depth, he added.
PROJECT BACKGROUND

Aminur Rahman, 
superintending engineer 
of Rajuk, said when 
they started the lake 
development project, there 
was no masterplan, but 
later on, one was prepared.

Based on the master 
plan, Rajuk started 
excavation work in 
Gulshan-Banani-Baridhara 
lake, which stretches for 
8.8 km, in 2017. 

“We have re-excavated 
3.2 km after recovering 15 

acres of land, and had a 
plan to recover a total of 
82 acres  from encroachers, 
which is very challenging 
for us,” said Aminur.

“We have already 
recovered 10 acres so 
far [from the back of 
Police Plaza to the Indian 
embassy] and constructed 
roads after eviction. Rest 
of the land is beside Korail 
slum,” he said.

“When we submitted 
the master plan to the 
planning commission 
in 2017, it decided to get 
Buet’s opinion through 
a thoroughly conducted 
study,’’ he said.

Hatirjheel is 300 acres 
and Gulshan-Banani-
Baridhara lake is also 300 
acres, he said. 

Buet estimated the cost 
of this project to be Tk 
4,886 crore, of which Tk 
2,000 crore is for acquiring 
land, he said. It submitted 
the details to Rajuk.
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Shafiqur 
Rahman 
passes away
CITY DESK

S h a f i q u r 
R a h m a n 
( M u n n a ) , 
f o r m e r 
p r e s i d e n t 
( 2 0 0 8 -
2009) and 
founder member of Cadet 
College Club Ltd and 
former cadet of Mirzapur 
Cadet College (2nd batch), 
has breathed his last on 
August 23. He was 70, said 
a press release.

He left behind his wife, 
a daughter, relatives and 
well-wishers to mourn his 
death.

All are requested to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.


