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US targets
‘Iran-backed
militias’ in
Syria

AFP, Washington

President Joe Biden on
Tuesday ordered air strikes
in eastern Syria targeting
facilities used by Iranian-
backed militias, a US
military spokesman said.

The strikes in oil-
rich Deir Ezzor province
“targeted  infrastructure
facilities used by groups
affiliated with Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps,” Central Command
(Centcom) spokesman
Colonel Joe Buccino said.

Buccino said the
“precision  strikes  are
intended to defend and
protect US forces from
attacks like the ones on
August 15 against US
personnel by Iran-backed
groups,” when a number of
drones targeted an outpost
of US-led anti-jihadist
forces without causing any
casualties.

Iran’s foreign ministry
yesterday denied any link
with groups targeted by US
air strikes in Syria.

‘Shock and disbeliel’

Adani group’s bid for NDTV stokes media freedom worries

NDTV

WE DON'T BUY OUR VIEWERSHIP.
WE EARN IT.
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An Indian billionaire close to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
trying to buy a broadcaster seen
as the last major critical voice on
television, stoking fears about
media freedom in the world’s
largest democracy.

Under Modi, India has slipped
10 places in the Reporters Without
Borders press freedom ranking to
150 out of 180.

Gautam Adani -- Asia’s richest
person, with interests ranging
from Australian coal mines to
India’s busiest ports -- announced
late Tuesday that his firm had
indirectly acquired a 29-percent
stake in NDTV and was bidding for
a further 26 percent.

NDTV said that the move came
“without any discussion” with the
broadcaster.

Yesterday morning an employee
at NDTV told AFP that there
was a “general sense of shock
and disbelief” in the newsroom
following the announcement.

Geeta Seshu, founder of the Free
Speech Collective, an independent
organisation that advocates press
freedom, said that while NDTV has
been “struggling” commercially
for some time, “the manner of this
takeover is shocking, given the
naked display of economic and
political muscle”.

The Adani group’s closeness
to the government was “hardly a
secret”, she added.

Self-made billionaire Adani, 60,
this year overtook fellow Indian
Mukesh Ambani to become Asia’s
richest man, with a net worth of

$139 billion according to Forbes.

Ambani’s wealth and influence
have also grown under Modi -- he
now owns more than 70 media
outlets.

Hartosh Singh Bal, journalist
at Caravan magazine a rare
critical voice among print media
— said the takeover could bring the
curtain down on “the only channel
left that could be called partly
independent”.

“The government influence on
the media is growing. The control
of what I call oligarchs -- the Adanis
and the Ambanis — is also growing
and it will keep on growing,” he told
AFP. “This (takeover) means there
is almost no independent media
left and that shrinking space is
extremely dangerous.”

At the heart of Adani Group’s
two-stage plan (0 snap up a
majority stake in NDTV is a little-
known Indian company called
Vishvapradhan Commercial Private
Limited (VCPL), founded in 2008.
More than a decade ago, NDTV

founders Radhika and Prannoy
Roy ook a 4 billion Indian rupees
($50 million) loan from VCPL, and
in exchange issued warrants that
allowed the company to acquire
a 29.18% stake in the news group.
Those warrants were convertible
at any time. Adani Group said on
Tuesday it had acquired VCPL
and exercised those rights, which
should give it the 29.18% stake.

Adani Group’s indirect control
over a stake above 25% means it
must put forward an open offer o
purchase at least 26% more from
existing shareholders to give them
an opportunity to exit, according
to Indian regulations.

If the Adani Group deal succeeds,
the founding duo will hold around
32% of NDTV, the internal memo
stated. Although NDTV has said the
move was without its consent, four
lawyers who spoke to Reuters on
Wednesday said that Adani Group
is well within its legal rights in the
deal process so far. NDTV, they said,
has limited options.

Pakistan flood

death toll
crosses 800

REUTERS, Karachi

international community
to help with relief efforts
as it struggles to cope with
the aftermath of torrential
rains that triggered massive
floods last month, killing
more than 800 people,
officials said.

Funding and
reconstruction efforts will
be a challenge for cash
strapped Pakistan, which
is having to cut spending
to ensure the International
Monetary Fund approves
the release of much-needed
bailout money.

July’s national rainfall
was almost 200% above
average, Sardar Sarfaraz, a
senior weather official told
Reuters yesterday, making it
the wettest July since 1961.

According to the UN,
floods have affected some
2.3 million people in
Pakistan since mid-June,
destroying at least 95,350
houses and damaging a
further 224,100.

Sindh in the country’s
south east and Balochistan
in the south west are
the two most affected
provinces.  More  than
504,000 livestock have
been killed, nearly all of
them in Balochistan, while
damage to nearly 3,000 km
of roads and 129 bridges has
impeded movement around

flood-affected areas.

RECORD HEATWAVE

China fears ‘severe
threat’ to harvest

AFP, Chongging

China’s autumn harvest is under “severe threat”
from high temperatures and drought, authorities
have warned, promising fresh steps to protect
crops in the face of the country’s hottest summer
onrecord. The world’s second-largest economy has
been hit by record heat, flash floods and droughts
this summer - phenomena that scientists say
are becoming more frequent and intense due to
climate change. Southern China has recorded its
longest continuous period of high temperatures
since records began more than 60 years ago,
the agriculture ministry said. Four government
departments urged the conservation of “every
unit of water” to protect crops. China produces
more than 95 percent of the rice, wheat and maize
it consumes, but a reduced harvest could mean
increased demand for imports in the world’s most
populous country -- putting further pressure on
global supplies already strained by the conflict in
Ukraine.

Heatwave triggers
‘false autumn’ in UK

AFP, London

Searing summer temperatures in the UK have not
just parched the earth and dried up rivers, lakes
and reservoirs but are also seeing trees shed their
leaves early. Instead of green, many gardens, parks
and woods are now a sea of orange, yellow, red and
brown, with thick carpets of leaves on the ground.
The early leaf fall -- dubbed a “false autumn” - is
a sign of stress, as trees shed their leaves to try to
retain moisture. Temperatures soared above 40
degrees Celsius for the first time in Britain in July,
with the month the driest on record in many parts
of southern and eastern England.
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Rohingya return

FROM PAGE 1

The government in exile also
promised to support the
Rohingya genocide case at
the ICJ.

The US, the UK, Canada
and Furopean Union also
have  imposed  various
sanctions on  Myanmar
military officials following
the persecution of
Rohingyas in 2017 and the
coup in 2021, but not so
much on businesses.

Prof SK Tawfique
M Haque, chair at the
Department of Political

Science and Sociology of
North  South  University,
said Myanmar has a history
of tackling sanctions for
many decades, especially
with unconditional support
from two UNSC members
— Russia and China. The
UNSC has taken no concrete
actions against Myanmar
since the Rohingya crisis
started to unfold.

On the other hand, India
and Japan, two close friends
of Bangladesh, have major
stakes in Myanmar and have
been lenient towards the
Southeast Asian country,
though they want regional
peace and stability and have
provided humanitarian
support to the Rohingyas.

Despite these realities,
Bangladesh is going ahead
with its attempt to start
Rohingya repatriation
under a deal signed with
Naypyidaw in November
2017. Myanmar also has a
tripartite deal with UNHCR
and UNDP on improving the
conditions in Rakhine State.

There is also a trilateral
initiative ~ under  which
China mediated between
Bangladesh and Myanmar,
but its two repatriation
attempts totally failed -- one
on November 15, 2018 and
the second on August 22,
2019.

Alter a pause since May
2019, Dhaka and Naypyidaw
began meeting in January
this year. The last Joint
Working Group meeting
was held in June.

According o foreign
ministry officials,
Bangladesh handed over the
names of 8.4 lakh Rohingyas
to Myanmar but so far only
about 42,000 have been
verified.

Dhaka proposed cluster-
based repatriation - making
sure that all members of
a Rohingya family and all
of a village are repatriated
together so that they feel
secure. However, the officials
observed that the list of
verified Rohingyas provided
by Myanmar misses some
members of a family.

Some of the conditions
for Rohingya return have
been safety, guarantee of
citizenship, freedom of
movement, and sending
them (o their ancestral
homes, not to internally
displaced persons (IDP)
camps.
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