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COMMISSION HIKE

Petrol pump 
owners call 
token strike 
on Aug 31
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Petrol pump owners 
yesterday called a token 
strike across the country 
on August 31 from dawn 
to 11:00am in demand of 
increased commission 
for selling fuel.

The owners also 
threatened stricter 
measures if their 
demands are not met.

Md Nazmul Huq, 
president of Bangladesh 
Petroleum Dealers, 
Distributors, Agents and 
Owners’ Association 
made the announcement 
during a press briefing at 
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity.

In 2013, commissions 
for selling octane and 
patrol was 4.75 percent, 
and for diesel it was 3.22 
percent, he said.

However, following the 
fuel price hike on August 
5, the commissions have 
decreased to 3.78 and 
2.56 percent respectively.

He demanded seven 
percent commission for 
selling fuel.

“If we want, we can 
create a deadlock across 
the country but we kept 
patience. But now our 
backs are against the 
wall,” he added.

The organisation’s 
other demand was to 
ensure the presence of 
Bangladesh Petroleum 
Corporation (BPC) or the 
distributor companies 
while conducting drives 
in the pump stations, 
determining lease 
fee at a reasonable 
rate by the Roads and 
Highways Department, 
stopping police 
harassment in name of 
checking documents 
of tank-lorries while 
transporting fuel by 
road.

Nazmul said some 
drives were conducted 
recently only for show-
off. “They presented the 
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A worker melting pitch in a boiler machine for emergency repairs of potholes on Barishal-Dhaka highway. This 
photo was taken in Rahmatpur area of Barishal’s Babuganj upazila. PHOTO: TITU DAS

RASHIDUL HASAN

The current rates of VAT and other taxes are a major 
obstacle to developing the country’s tourism industry, 
a parliamentary body said yesterday.

VAT and other taxes on hotels, motels, and goods 
associated with the tourism industry are much higher 
than those of other countries. This is a major obstacle 
to attracting foreign tourists, said the parliamentary 
standing committee on civil aviation and tourism 
ministry.

In a meeting at Jatiya Sangsad, with Awami League 
lawmaker RAM Obaidul Muktadir Chowdhury in the 
chair, it was said the municipality and city corporation 
have started the process of collecting holding tax at a 
new rate and 5 percent tax from those staying in hotels 
or motels, which will directly hinder the industry’s 
development.

In the meeting, Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation 

said tourism is one of the fastest growing sectors in the 
world. But in Bangladesh, taxes are levied at various 
levels, including service sub-sectors, such as hotels, 
motels, restaurants, and amusement parks.

High taxes 
hindering tourism

Says parliamentary body

Integrated approach to keep taxes at 
tolerable level

Holding meeting involving Dhaka city 
corporations, finance ministry, National 

Board of Revenue

Demolishing old infrastructures in Cox’s 
Bazar to build new ones
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‘We were confined, 
tortured for six hours’

Two Eden College students bring 
allegation against unit’s BCL president

DU CORRESPONDENT

Tamanna Jasmine Riva, president of Eden 
Mohila College unit of Bangladesh Chhatra 
League (BCL), has allegedly tortured two 
students after confining them to a room 
for six and half hours. 

Riva also allegedly threatened to record 
private footage of the two and upload 
them online if they did not confess to 
leaking an audio clip of her threatening 

other students.
The two resident students of Razia 

Begum dormitory said they were called 
to a room, confined and tormented 
from 11:00am to 5:30pm on August 23, 
following which, they were forced to give 
confessional statements. 

The two students were later rescued 
by Provost Nargis Ruma, said campus 
sources.  
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Don’t dump 
sand on 
farmland
Speakers urge 
Mongla Port 
authorities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Mongla Port 
authorities must withdrew 
its decision to dump sand 
on 300 acres of farmlands 
in Khulna’s Banishanta 
union, said speakers at an 
event yesterday. 

B a n g l a d e s h 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association, Bangladesh 
Poribesh Andolon and  
seven more environmental 
and rights organisations 
organised the event at 
Jatiya Press Club.

In the pretext of 
increasing navigability and 
capacity, the Mongla Port 
authorities are dredging 
the Pashur river.

The speakers said the 
recent plan of the port 
authorities to dump 
sands on over 300 acres 
of cropland in Banishanta 
union of Dacope upazila 
will have a disastrous 
impact on the environment 
and displace at least  5,000 
farmers of 1,500 families.

Despite having space to 
dump the sand in the port 
area, they are planning to 
waste agricultural land to 
cut costs, alleged Md Nur 
Alam Sheikh, convener of 
Bapa Mongla unit.

While talking at the 
programme, farmers of 
Banishanta union claimed 
that croplands where 
sands are  dumped can’t 
be harvested for 8-10 years. 
They demanded that the 
authorities find alternative 
ways to dump sand.

Syeza Rizwana Hasan, 
chief executive of Bela, 
said the authorities 
should consider the locals’ 
demand and find an 
alternative place to dump 
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