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The accident occurred 
around 7:00am when the 
truck driver lost his control 
of the overloaded vehicle.

In Dinajpur, a 
policeman was killed after 
a stone-laden truck ran 
him over in Ghoraghat 
upazila, reports our local 
correspondent.

Omar Faruk (43), a 
constable and driver of 

Ghoraghat Police Station, 
was discharging his 
duty with the nighttime 
patrol team on Dinajpur-
Gobindaganj road, said OC 
Abu Hasan Kabir.

Meanwhile, two people 
were killed in a head-on 
collision between a bus and 
a truck in Phulbari upazila. 
The deceased are bus driver 
Abdul Hamid (32) and 
Ashik Ali (23).

Tracker for trawlers
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from the coastline, Kamrul 
said.

It will keep the relevant 
authorities in loop with the 
position of fishing trawlers 
on Bangladesh territory.

This means every time a 
fishing vessel gets stranded 
in the middle of the sea 
during stormy weather, 
the coastguards can easily 
locate the trawlers  with the 
available information.

When asked, he clarified 
that the boats won’t help 
out fishers by providing 
cautionary weather signals, 
or informing them of 
stormy weather beforehand.

Anisur Rahman Talukder, 
deputy director of Barisal 
Divisional Fisheries Office, 
said if this device is installed, 
it will be easy to find the 
missing boats during storms. 
FISHERS CONFUSED

It seems the fishers were not 
trained properly on the use 
of tracking devices, as most 
of them are apparently 
confused.

Fisher Md Babul said, 
“We have heard that if there 
is a cautionary signal at sea, 

it will be known through 
this device, and it will also 
be possible to converse with 
the authorities through it 
while at sea.”

President of Barisal 
Small Fishermen’s 
Association Md Israel 
Pandit echoed the same. 

Anisur Rahman 
Talukder, deputy director 
of Barisal Divisional 
Fisheries Office, said if this 
device is installed, it will 
be easy to find the missing 
boats during storms.

Posters at only
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Many residents are, 
however, skeptical. 

“In the late 1990s, ABM 
Mohiuddin Chowdhury, 
then mayor, took such 
initiative... It worked for 
several months and then 
stopped,” said Masud 
Parvez, a schoolteacher.

CCC Mayor Rezaul Karim 
Chowdhury said, “We are 
going to designate spots 
for using posters and would  
impose fine against those 
who violate the instruction.”

Asked about success of 
the initiative, the mayor 
said awareness is key in this 
regard.

People suffer
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Mofazzal Hossain, a 
Chattogram-bound bus 
passenger, said, “I had to 
walk a kilometre because 
of huge gridlocks. I will 
have to walk more to find 
other buses.”

Contacted, Sitakunda 
UNO Shahadat Hossain 
told this correspondent, 
“We tried evacuating the 
demonstrators out of the 
highway by reassuring 
them. However, they did 
not listen.”

This correspondent 
talked to the demonstrators 
as well, who described their 
sufferings. 

“Our sufferings are 
unparallel. The connection 

has been off for 10 days. 
Our children are suffering 
as well,” said Latifa Akhtar, 
a Salimpur resident. 

Meanwhile, a clash 
broke out between 
two groups during the 
blockade on the highway 
around 5:00pm. 

A group of locals, 
equipped with sticks 
and iron rods, were 
reported to be chasing the 
demonstrators. Later, both 
the groups hurled bricks at 
each other. 

Police later cleared 
the highway of the two 
groups, following which, 
the agitators backed out to 
Foujdarhat-Baizid Link Road 
area, resuming the traffic.

Complete existing
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another 10-storey building 
from scratch, with a budget 
of Tk 138 crore.

“If there is any need for 
an administrative building, 
complete the existing 
one. This will save around 
a hundred crore,” said 
Raihan Rayne, convener 
of “Jahangirnagar Against 
Corruption”.

“We can’t allow such 
wastage of money on 
unnecessary constructions. 
We want a permanent 
ban on this,” said Anu 
Mohammad, former 
professor of economics at 

JU.
Project Director of 

JU Development Project 
Nasir Uddin said, “We 
are currently awaiting 
an investigation into the 
matter.”

“The authorities never 
sought our suggestions 
before planning the new 
building’s construction,” 
said Prof Dil Afroza 
Begum, acting in-charge 
of University Grants 
Commission (UGC).

This correspondent 
could not contact JU VC 
Prof Nurul Alam despite 
repeated attempts.

MUNIA’S DEATH

PBI takes 
17th date to 
submit probe
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
again asked PBI to submit 
-- by September 11 -- the 
probe report in a case 
filed against Bashundhara 
Group Managing Director 
Sayem Sobhan Anvir and 
seven others over the rape 
and murder of a college 
student in Gulshan.

Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Begum Yasmin 
Ara passed the order 
after IO Md Alaudddin, 
also an inspector of PBI, 
failed to submit the report 
yesterday.

With the latest one, PBI 
took 17 dates to submit the 
report. Police recovered 
the body of the 21-year-
old college student in a 
Gulshan flat on April 26 
last year. Her elder sister 
on September 6 filed a case 
with Women and Children 
Repression Prevention 
Tribunal-8 of Dhaka.

Won’t let their
FROM PAGE 3

financial assistance to 
the family members of 
some leaders and activists 
of the party and its 
associated bodies who 
were subjected to murder, 
enforced disappearance, 
extrajudicial killing and 
repression.

Fakhrul said no 
democracy-loving people 
have now security in 
Bangladesh.

“The children, wives, 
mothers, brothers and 
sisters of Noor-e-Alam and 
Abdur Rahim are sitting 

over there. We won’t let 
their tears go in vain. We 
must turn Bangladesh into 
a welfare state for people by 
removing this regime,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, BNP planned 
a two-day programme, 
including rally and 
discussion, to celebrate its 
44th founding anniversary 
on September 1.

BNP Senior Joint 
Secretary General Ruhul 
Kabir Rizvi announced 
the programmes at a press 
briefing at the party’s 
Nayapaltan central office.

2-day weekly
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minister added.
Earlier, she paid homage 

to Bangabandhu on behalf 
of National University.

Deputy Minister of 
Education Mahibul 
Hasan Chowdhury Naufel, 
National University 
Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Mohammad Moshiur 
Rahman, and Gopalganj 
District Administrator 
Shahida Sultana, among 
others, were present.  

Students of Dhaka Women Polytechnic Institute staged a rally in Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar area yesterday, protesting the education minister’s comments on turning 
diploma engineering courses into a three-year programme instead of four. 
Students said it would “degrade the quality of education”. They demonstrated 
in front of the Bangladesh Technical Education Board and later returned to their 
campus in Agargaon. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

Have to fight
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administration remains 
inactive.”

“The government failed 
to fulfil the promises it 
made to us in its election 
manifesto. We demanded 
an independent land 
commission and ministry 
to protect the indigenous 
peoples of the country.” 

The indigenous students 
also expressed solidarity 
with the ongoing tea 
workers’ protest. Chhatra 
Union expressed their 
solidarity with the cause.

Global community
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to be found through 
political discussion and 
diplomatic initiative.”

Shaheen Anam, 
executive director 
of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation, stressed on 
a more proactive role 
from the international 
community. “The friction 
between Rohingyas and 
locals is on the rise. [But], 
repatriation discussions 
have been halted after the 
military coup in Myanmar.”

“There has been little 
progress in ensuring 
justice for Rohingyas 
except some major 
decisions by ICJ and ICC 
[International Criminal 
Court] over the last couple 

of years,” said Manzoor 
Hasan, chairperson of 
ActionAid Bangladesh.

Farah Kabir, country 
director of ActionAid 
Bangladesh, said, “We 
have not seen any active 
and sustainable plan from 
the national and global 
leadership for peaceful 
repatriation. Therefore, 
reintegration in Myanmar 
remains a far cry.”

A publication titled 
“Rohingyas in Myanmar 
and Bangladesh” -- 
authored by Dr Imtiaz 
Ahmed, professor of 
international relations 
and director of Centre for 
Genocide Studies -- was 
unveiled at the end of the 
event.
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