
NEWS
BNP key 
patron of 
killing, coup, 
corruption
Says Quader

BSS, Dhaka

Awami League General 
Secretary Obaidul 
Quader yesterday 
said BNP is the main 
patron of killing, coup, 
conspiracy, corruption, 
criminalisation, terrorism 
and militancy in this 
country.

“Historically, BNP 
nurtured autocratic 
behaviour and the politics 
of militancy, terrorism and 
revenge,” he added.

BNP also does not 
perform the responsibilities 
and duties that a 
conventional political party 
is supposed to do, he said. 

BNP was born violating 
the country’s constitution 
and putting people at gun-
point. BNP founder and 
dictator Ziaur Rahman 
seized the power by illegally 
declaring himself as the 
country’s president.

He also mentioned that 
the country’s people are 
the only source of AL’s 
strength. 

Samrat gets
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Samrat is now at Coronary 
Care Unit (CCU). He should 
be treated under modern 
technology. So, his bail 
petition should be granted, 
the lawyer added.

ACC Public Prosecutors 
Mir Ahmed Ali Salam and 
Mahmud Hossain Jahangir 
opposed it, saying that the 

higher court did not grant 
Samrat’s bail considering 
the depth of allegation 
brought against him. So, 
the bail petition be rejected.

Meantime, a group 
of followers of Samrat 
gathered on the court 
premises, demanding his 
immediate release.

Regularise, recognise
FROM PAGE 3

and registration by BMET 
to sub-agents nominated 
by Baira. Referring to 
their previous study, Prof 
Tasneem said sub-agents 
provide 17 different services 
to migrant workers. 
Recruiting agencies take 
the services of sub-agents 
but they “procure” that 
informally.

Stressing the need 
for regularising sub-
agents, lawmaker and 
Chair of BPCMD Barrister 
Shameem Haider Patwary 
said if regularisation of 
sub-agents were done 
earlier then the sector 
would contribute more.

Stressing the 
regularisation of sub-
agents, Tanvir Shakil 
Joy, AL lawmaker from 
Sirajganj-1, said further 
discussion can be held to 
find out the process.

He also said the plight 
of Bangladeshi female 
migrant workers should 
be addressed in different 
regional and global forums.

Shakirul Islam, 
chairperson of Ovibashi 
Karmi Unnayan Program, 

said recruiting agencies 
should take the whole 
responsibility for workers’ 
migration.

For regularising sub-
agents, recruiting agencies 
can prepare separate lists 
or ask their apex body Baira 
to make a combined list, 
while BMET can monitor 
the process, he said.

Syed Saiful Haque, 
chairman of Warbe 
Development Foundation, 
said to regularise sub-
agents, lessons of good 
practices can be taken 
from other labour-sending 
countries.

Addressing the event, 
Shahidul Alam, BMET 
director general, said 
sub-agents can play a 
“complementary role” 
to the government in 
ensuring safe and orderly 
migration.

Several sub-agents also 
spoke at the programme 
sharing their different 
challenges, while RMMRU 
Executive Director Prof 
CR Abrar, and lawmakers 
Gloria Jharna Sarker and 
Sanowar Hossain also 
spoke among others. 

We want our land
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“To dump the sand 
in cropland near the 
Sundarbans is not only 
impractical but also deadly 
for the environment. The 
decision was taken without 
any sort of survey.’’

“Besides, any filling up 
land and setting up of 
industries within 10km 
of the Sundarbans is 
prohibited. Banishanta 
falls within that distance” 
said Sharif, quoting a court 
directive.

Khulna DC Md 
Moniruzzaman Talukder 
said the lands were handed 
over to Mongla Port 
following due process.

“There was no 
agricultural land in 

Banishanta. The claims 
of destroying agricultural 
land are baseless,” said 
Mongla Port Chairman Rear 
Admiral Mohammad Musa. 
He said the government is 
compensating the locals 
with Tk 7 crore for 10 years 
although the land will be 
under the port’s custody 
for only two.

“There is no place to 
dump the sand on the east 
bank of the river due to 
the presence of industries. 
Besides, the project 
will create employment 
opportunities,” he said.

Meanwhile, over a 
hundred farmers held a 
paddy planting programme 
yesterday, organised by 
Bapa.

PARENTING WORKSHOP

250 mothers 
get certificates
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 250 mothers were given graduation 
certificates by Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF) in 
two phases, for completing the workshop “Parenting 
for Peace”, under the project titled “Mother 
Schools, Bangladesh”, supported by Vienna-based 
organisation Women without Borders.

In an event, organised at the city’s Adabor area on 
Saturday, MJF distributed the certificates among 125 
mothers. Earlier on August 13, another 125 mothers 
were given certificates in another event organised at 
Kisholoy School premises in the city.

Attending the programme, Maxwell Martin, 
political officer of the American embassy, 
congratulated the women and stressed the 
importance of such a project so that mothers can 
help their children flourish.

As chief guest, lawmaker Shireen Ahmed said, “The 
government has been working for the development 
and empowerment of women. It always stands with 
foundations working for women empowerment like 
MJF.”

Women without Borders Executive Director 
Laura Kropiunigg gave her inaugural speech at the 
programme, while MJF Executive Director Shaheen 
Anam gave a welcome speech.

Director and playwright Mamunur Rashid, actress-
director-screenwriter Rokeya Prachi, actor Shatadal 
Barua, general secretary of Bangladesh Adivasi Forum 
Sanjeeb Drong, MJF senior programme manager 
Jahed Hasan, and executive director of Community 
Participation and Development Moslema Bari 
attended the programme among others.

RMG workers block road
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the authorities have not 
paid their salaries for the 
month of July citing several 
problems.

Contacted, Akbar Ali, 
general manager (GM) of 
Raquef Apparels Washing 
and Packaging Industries 
Ltd, told The Daily Star 
over phone that workers 

were supposed to be paid 
yesterday but they could 
not arrange money due to 
bank issues.

“We applied for a loan 
but the bank said that they 
do not have funds. I sat in 
the bank until 4:00pm. 
Since it has not happened 
today, another date for 
payment of salary has to be 

fixed.” 
In response to a question 

that the workers are 
complaining that the power 
connection of the factory 
has been disconnected and 
the factory will be declared 
closed, he said, “No, it’s 
nothing like that. This is 
not correct.”

Six including ex-principal
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Besides working as trainers, 
they often used to work 
in the “special team” that 
prepared question papers 
for the different exams of 
nursing colleges. 

Out of 98 nursing 
colleges under DU, BSc 
nursing exam is underway 
in 38 colleges at present. 

To keep the questions 
paper secret, two people 
were appointed from 
DU, who prepared two 
sets of questions. Later, 
a moderator team was 
appointed to evaluate the 
questions. 

This team prepares a 
question set for the exam 
and submits it to the dean 
after putting it inside a 
sealed pack, according 
to officials. In the latest 

nursing college exam, 
Farida was responsible for 
the packaging and printing 
of the questions. 

Moin said arrestee Nargis 
and Monowara asked 
for a question paper on 
“Comprehensive Nursing 
and Pathophysiology” from 
Farida on August 13. 

Farida then collected a 
copy of a question paper 
during the printing and 
packaging and handed it 
over to them, he said. 

Later, the syndicate’s 
other member Ismail, who 
is a senior staff nurse of a 
nursing college, handed 
over the question paper to 
Kohinur. Ismail also kept 
a copy of the question 
and then supplied it to 
his kin in exchange for 
money, said Moin. Another 

arrestee Arif is a first-year 
student of Post Basic BSc 
in Nursing at a nursing 
college. He was arrested 
earlier in 2017 and was in 
jail for leaking the question 
paper of the senior staff 
nurse recruitment test, 
said the Rab official. 

Md Bahalul Hoque 
Chowdhury, DU 
examination controller, 
said they’ve found question 
papers on cell phones and 
written questions from 
examinees two minutes 
before the exam while 
checking in the hall. 

“We immediately seeked 
Rab’s assistance and the 
elite force made the arrest,” 
he said. 

Asked about cancelling 
the exam, he said the dean 
will decide on it. 

Demand for fair polls
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and politicians from both 
ruling and opposition 
parties. However, he said 
no foreign nation can tell 
Bangladesh how to conduct 
its election, and the 
demand for a fair election 
must come from within 
Bangladesh, according to a 
statement of the CGS.

He said independent 
observers could be provided 
if the election commission 
allows for it.

Dickson also said there 
are concerns regarding the 
actions of Bangladesh’s 

security forces and the 
implementation of the 
Digital Security Act, and 
these may affect the terms 
of upcoming Developing 
Countries Trading Scheme 
(DCTS) of the UK.

Under DCTS, the UK 
will provide Bangladesh 
and a few other developing 
nations greater duty-free 
access to the UK market.

He said there is no 
quick and easy solution 
to the current Rohingya 
problem and assured UK’s 
continued support to 
Bangladesh on the matter.

He appreciated 
Bangladesh’s capacity 
to provide RMG at 
internationally competitive 
prices, but added that 
ensuring adequate labor 
and environmental 
protection is the main 
appeal of the country’s 
export to foreign buyers.

He also expressed 
interest in increasing 
the level of private sector 
investment from the UK 
by working to acquaint 
British investors with the 
post-LDC Middle-Income 
economy of Bangladesh.

Don’t write
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take any steps regarding 
such matters. Hasan, 
meanwhile, denied the 
allegation and said they did 
not force Sakib to leave the 
hall and just asked him to 
shift to another room.

This correspondent 

could not reach Shanto 
over the phone despite 
calling several times.

“No one submitted any 
complaint regarding this. 
We will look into the matter 
if we get any complaints,” 
said hall provost Prof 
Masudur Rahman.

Govt using energy
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“You have seen how 
they have indulged in 
corruption in the health 
sector, endangering 
people’s lives and health 
during the Covid period. 
You have also seen how five 
people lost their lives when 
a girder fell in Uttara while 
hundreds of people are 
dying in accidents on the 
bridges and roads across 
the country,” he observed.

BNP arranged the 
seminar titled “Corruption 
is the source of the energy 
crisis” at Jatiya Press Club.

BNP standing committee 
member Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain, who 
was the power and energy 
minister in Khaleda Zia’s 
government in 1991, 
presented the keynote 
paper at the seminar.

In the keynote paper, 
Mosharraf highlighted 
the adverse effects of the 
rise in fuel prices on the 
economy, the suffering of 
the common people, and 
rampant corruption and 
plundering by the ruling 
party in the power and 
energy sector.  

Work for people’s
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programme virtually from 
her official residence Gono 
Bhaban. 

“This is our country. It 
is the responsibility of us 
to ensure the welfare of the 
people. This has to be kept 
in mind all the time.” 

She asked the newly-
appointed government 
officials to devote 
themselves to the 
welfare of the people 
and development of the 
country.

Hasina also asked them 
to utilise their intelligence 
and creativity for ensuring 
country’s sustainable 
development.

“A special focus should 
be given to ensure country’s 

sustainable development,” 
she said.

Hasina said the officials 
have to set priority on area-
based solutions as different 
regions of the country have 
different problems.

She said her government 
has been working to build 
a pro-people and efficient 
public administration.

She said her government 
has been working to 
address the sufferings 
of the people due to the 
fallouts of the coronavirus 
and Russia-Ukraine war 
with the limited resources 
it has. The state minister, 
on behalf of the prime 
minister, distributed 
certificates among the 
participants.  
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