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BUNOBHIR UNION IN SREEMANGAL

A hub of illegal
sand mining

MINTU DESHWARA

Bunobhir union of  Moulvibazar’s
Sreemangal upazila has become a hub
of illegal sand mining, posing threat to
nearby farmlands and damaging the soil
fertility in the area.

Locals say they have to live with
constant fear of landslides, as
sand extraction is continuing B
unabated on the adjacent
hill crecks. Besides, there
has been a shortage of
pure drinking water as a ,v"
result. :

Environmental l
activists and  locals |
claimed that the \
authorities are playing the
role of silent, spectatorsas
influential groups are behind

such illegal acts. S

During arecent visit to Bunobhir,
Satgaon Station, Chaumuhoni, Bhumbir
Temuhana and Shamsherganj Road, this
correspondent saw traders lifting sand
using dredgers and long pipes.

The workers ignored this
correspondent’s questions and said they
have “permission” to extract sand.

il Advocate

Abdus Sattar, a resident of Bunobhir,
said influential groups have been
extracting sand from agricultural lands
by setting up excavator machines and
dredgers, leaving nearby crops, hilly land
and canals vulnerable.

Bilkish Akter, another local, said they
are not getting water from some tube
~__wells. “Moreover, the continuous
) sound of sand extraction
. machines has created a
“_ public nuisance,” she
' added.

Farmers are also
| worried about the fertility
of their farmlands if sand
mining goes on. They
demanded immediate
steps by the authorities
concerned (o protect their
Crops.
Shah  Shaheda
Akhter, Sylhet regional coordinator
of Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association, said it is a contempt of court
to extract sand from farmlands despite a
High Court ban.

Abdul Karim Kim, general secretary

of Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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Death anniv
of Khwaja
Selima
Khatun today

CITY DESK

Today is the 34th death
anniversary of Begum
Khwaja Selima Khatun, a
freedom fighter, journalist,
educationist, social

reformer, politician and
women leader.
Popularly known as

“Mina Apa”, Selima was
commissioner of Jashore
municipality and editor of
the weekly “Banhi”.

She was also publisher
of the weekly “Matribhumi”
published in 1970, which
was based on the Liberation
War, said a press release.

Pakistan Army
had issued a circular
mentioning her as an
absconding accused.

She had a pioneering
role in journalism as vice
president of Jashore Press
Club. Her son Sayed Rana

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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Savar

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Even after 30 years since
becoming a municipality, Savar
still doesn’t have any dedicated
dumping  zone, which is
considered to be one of the main
functions of the authorities.

What the authorities do
instead is baflling, to say the least.
They pile all sorts of garbage
in a space, which was initially
designed for a municipal market,
spreading stink throughout the
Genda area.

That’s not even the surprising
part. This space is right beside the
Savar Municipality office.

Although resolving the issue
is a responsibility of the mayor
himself, when approached by this
correspondent, a source within
the municipality office said,

officials and

Three sent to jail
in rape case

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A Thakurgaon court yesterday sent three
people to jail on charges of raping a woman
after abducting her on Friday night, holding
her son hostage.

Judicial Magistrate Md Alauddin passed the
order when the three were produced before the
court. The arrestees are Fazlur Rahman (20),
Rishad (19), and Akash (20).

The victim filed a case with Haripur Police
Station on Saturday accusing five persons
including the three.

The other two are Rakim (22), and Laskar
(27).

“Even the mayor suffers because
of the dumping zone.”
Needless to say, municipal

travelling in and around the area

commuters

>, ; !! i
P N

Dengue death toll 19

Total number of
patients 4,480

454 still undergoing
treatment
Number of recovered
patients 4,007

135 more hospitalised
yesterday

SOURCE: DGHS

share the same peril.

In a recent visit to the area, this
correspondent saw waste lined
up beside the market creating a
public nuisance.

There have been multiple
allegations against the munipical
authorities of dumping wastes
into nearby rivers and canals. In
a recent directive, National River
Protection Commission warned
the Savar mayor to put a stop to
it.

Since then, the authorities
have started piling waste by the

municipal market  building,
alleged locals.

Seeking anonymity, a
municipal cleaner said, “We

dump garbage on the road first.
Then the waste is lined up and
pushed towards the market field
by an excavator. From there, it’s
taken to Kamalapur area in Savar
and dumped there. The area is a
low land and we dump the waste
there.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

Children playing a lively game of football amid rain yesterday in Barishal’s Babuganj upazila. While adults would hurriedly look for safety when
it rains, for rural children, rain brings an opportunity to have fun. Even though the fields get muddy, they make sure that a little mud doesn’t get
in the way of their enjoyment.

still lacks
dedicated dumping zone

Waste being thrown beside municipality office
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HOUSING PROJECT ON FIELD
Child, AC land
hurt as villagers,
admin clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

An assistant commissioner (land) and a child
were injured in a clash between villagers and
“supporters” of the local administration over
construction of houses on a playground in
Shahzadpur upazila of Sirajganj yesterday
morning.

Police said villagers have been protesting
against a housing project as part of “Ashrayan
Prakalpa” on a playground at Haldighar village.

A clash ensued when local administration led
by the AC (land) and their supporters went (o visit
the site.

OC Md Nazrul Islam of Shahzadpur Police
Station said villagers put barricade on a culvert so
that the authorities cannot reach the spot.

As the both parties hurled brick chips, AC (land)
Liakot Salman and the girl got hurt. They were
taken to hospital.

Meanwhile, villagers claimed that the
supporters of the administration attacked them
first.

Asked, Sirajganj Deputy Commissioner

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8
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Corrigendum

QUALIFICATION: Candidates

must

UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA: Applications in prescribed form obtainable from
the office of the Registrar, are invited from the Bangladeshi nationals for filling up
02(Two) permanent posts of Associate Professor in the Department of Botany in
the Pay Scale of TK. 50,000-71,200/- (National pay Scale -2015).

have high academic qualifications
preferably a Ph.D. or an equivalent degree in Botany. They should have at least
7(seven) years teaching and research experience in a University or an Institute of
Advanced research. They should have original research works published in
recognized research journals. Experience and performance as a teacher as well as
significant contribution to different areas of University activities especially in
guiding the overall educational and co-curricular activities of the students will also
be treated as qualification. Preference may be given to those who have experience
in Plant Breeding and Biotechnology.

Eleven copies of application together with attested copies of certificates,
testimonials, mark-sheets and proof of experience along with a Pay Order/Bank
Draft of the value of Tk. 1,000/-(One thousand) only, payable to the Registrar,
should reach him on or before 13.09.2022. Candidates already in service must
apply through proper channel.
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