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Abdur Rauf, a local, said, “It 
feels horrible going to the 
municipality office due to 
the bad smell.”

Garments worker Abdul 
Ali said, “It’s a nightmare 
crossing the area for work 
every day.”

Aynal Haque Gedu, a 
trader, said they are losing 
customers as a result of the 
mindless waste dumping.

Contacted, Riaz Uddin, 
conservancy inspector of 
Savar Municipality, said, 
“Over 30,000 houses and 
hundreds of mills and 
factories in Savar municipal 
area produce an average of 
400 tonnes of waste every 
day.”

Mayor Hazi Abdul 
Ghani, said, “Despite 
sending several letters to 
the upazila and district 
administrations, we’re yet 
to get a dedicated land for 
dumping waste.”

He said at least 15 acres 
of land is required for 
a permanent dumping 
station.

BUDGET FOR WASTE 

MANAGEMENT

According to information 
received from Savar 
Municipality, a total of 268 
workers are under contract 
for waste collection, 
transportation and 
management.

The workers working 
during the day get Tk 268 
per day and those doing the 
night shifts are paid Tk 310.

The municipality has a 
total of 68 vans for waste 
management. However, 
this isn’t enough to collect 
and transport such a huge 
amount of waste, said 
officials.

Samsuddin, accounts 
officer of Savar 
Municipality, said on 
average, the municipal 
authorities spend about Tk 
3.25 crore a year to manage 
waste. Of this cost, about 
Tk 2.75 crore is spent to 
pay the workers and the 
remaining Tk 50 lakh is 
spent for purchasing and 
maintaining vehicles, he 
added.

DU students
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They also urged for taking 
steps against BCL men 
who are linked with the 
incidents. 

The students also said 
the DU halls have turned 
into a kind of torture cell, 
controlled by BCL men.

Prof Hossain could not 
be contacted for comments.

Qatar to recruit skilled manpower
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solving Rohingya problems.
Momen highlighted 

trade and investment 
opportunities in 
Bangladesh and requested 
for Qatar’s investment in 
the country, especially 
in the Special Economic 

Zones. Qatar’s labour 
minister said they will 
actively explore investment 
scope in Bangladesh.

In a separate meeting 
with Expatriates Welfare 
Minister Imran Ahmad, 
Marri said Qatar has 
amended its labour law 

and from now on foreign 
workers will be entitled to 
the equal rights that the 
Qatari workers enjoy.

If the employers violate 
labour rights, the Qatari 
government takes actions 
against the law violators.

Also, he said, Qatar 

government has created 
a welfare fund for the 
workers and in any case the 
employers fail to pay wages 
to them, they will be paid 
from the fund.

He also stressed that the 
Bangladeshi workers abide 
by the Qatari laws.

Govt mulls prepaid gas meters
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Petrobangla Chairman 
Nazmul Ahsan.

Sources said the 
government got proposals 
from big multilateral 
lenders, including World 
Bank and ADB.

Seeking anonymity, a 
Titas top official said the 
government wants to bring 
residential consumers 
under prepaid meter 
coverage keeping the 

companies’ capacity and 
profits in mind.

Titas is considering 
providing prepaid meters 
to 7 lakh more consumers.

A consumer can easily 
pass a month with Tk 500 
to Tk 600 with prepaid 
meters, whereas they have 
to pay Tk 990 for a single 
burner and Tk 1,080 for a 
double burner, he said.

“It will be economical 
from the consumers’ end 

but companies may lose 
revenue. However, the 
country will be benefitted 
as a whole by reducing 
pressure on natural gas,” 
he added.

A Petrobangla official, 
however,  sees benefit in 
setting up prepaid meters. 
“Companies will not lose 
revenues because they will 
be paid in advance,” he 
said, seeking anonymity.

A hub of illegal
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(Sylhet), said without 
assistance from the 
administration and local  
politicians, it would not 
have been possible to 
extract sand in the union.

Asked, Bunobhir UP 
Chairman Abdur Rashid 
said, “These traders are very 
powerful and connected. 
They are not willing to 
comply.”

When asked about their 
identities, he refused to 
answer. 

Acknowledging the 
existence of a powerful 
syndicate, Sreemangal 
UNO Nazrul Islam said, 
“Multiple cases have 
been filed against those 
responsible for illegal sand 
mining. Locals also need 
to be aware and inform 
the administration in this 
regard.”

Seeking anonymity, 
locals alleged that political 
leaders including Nanu 
Mia, Kawshar, Ferdous, 
Kabir Mollah, Jalil, Kadar 
Ali, Mokaid and Saddam 
are involved in this illegal 
trade.

A case was also filed 
against Kabir Mollah, a 
local trader, in this regard 
recently. 

Contacted, Kabir Mollah 
said, “I have been accused 
of sand mining but the 
allegations have not been 
substantiated yet.” 

One of the accused, 
wishing anonymity, 
claimed that they had been 
lifting sand by “managing” 
the administration.

Asked, the UNO said 
the claim is not true. “We 
will look into the issue,” he 
added. 

Climate
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policies and investment 
in agriculture, transport, 
water, policy and planning 
and finance sector.

ADPC is also working 
with Local Government 
Engineering Department 
(LGED) to develop and 
strengthen evidence-based 
resilient policies, strategies 
and actions. 

Death anniv
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Moostofee is the editor-
publisher of the national 
business magazine 
Arthokotha, host and 
presenter of talk show 
“Channel i Exclusive” and 
international business 
talk show MONEYtalk on 
satellite TV channel, and 
chairman and managing 
director of Motherland 
Group.

Selima Khatun was 
the member of National 
Social Welfare Council, 
one of the founder 
directors of national 
women cooperatives, and 
chairperson of Jatiya 
Mohila Sangstha, Jashore 
branch.

She was a visiting 
professor of Connecticut 
University in USA. She was 
a founder and head teacher 
of Jashore Seba Sangha 
Girls High School. She also 
served as the head teacher 
of Kuada Girls High School.

To mark the day, 
various religious and 
social programmes will be 
arranged.

When will we
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“Where are the safety 
measures here? You have 
to ensure them in practice, 
not just in papers,” the 
mayor said after showing 
the video sent to him by 
State Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Md Shahriar Alam. 

Mentioning the falling 
of an iron rod on a private 
car during a BRT work on 
Saturday at Gazipur, the 
mayor said these incidents 
are embarrassing for the 
government. 

“How many lives will 
have to be lost before 
the authorities to pay 
attention to the issue? 
The government cannot 
be embarrassed due to 
this anymore. The people 
cannot be made to suffer,” 
said the mayor.

He also said they will 
take action if anyone 
continues to work on such 
projects without safety 
measures.

“I will make surprise 
visits at different spots 
along with our magistrates 
and we will take action if 
we find any irregularities,” 
he added.

MAN Siddique, 
managing director of 
Dhaka Mass Transit 
Company Limited (DMTCL), 
said they maintain an 
international standard of 
safety measures during the 
construction of the metro 

rail.
“Accidents occurred 

during BRT works more 
than once and it is 
necessary to inform the 
people of the contractors 
responsible for such 
incidents,” he added. 

Armana Sadia Haque, 
assistant professor of 
Buet’s Accident Research 
Institute (ARI), said 
“Enforcement of rules is 
the most important need in 
the capital’s development 
activities.” 

“But in this case, we 
fell behind,” Sadia Haque 
added.

Chief Engineer of Roads 
and Highways Department 
(RHD) AKM Monir Hossain 
Pathan said work was 
supposed to be halted 
on August 15 as it was a 
national holiday. 

Even the consultants 
were not informed about 
the work going on, he 
added.

“It is not a normal 
incident, and it is necessary 
to scrutinise whether there 
is more to this incident,” he 
added. 

Rajuk Chairman Anisur 
Rahman Mia said they 
try to conduct the project 
works with safety measures. 

“However, safety 
measures have not been 
taken at the site in concern 
yet,” he said.

18th anniv
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Marking the day, AL, 
it’s front and associate 
bodies and its left-leaning 
allies, and other political 
parties, socio-cultural and 
professional organisations 
have chalked out elaborate 
programmes across the 
country, reports UNB.

A discussion was held 
yesterday to recall the 
victims of the attack. Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
presided over it from Gono 
Bhaban through video 
conferencing, adds BSS.

Besides, AL and its 
affiliated organisations 
placed wreaths at a 
makeshift altar in front 
of the party’s central 
office at Bangabandhu 
Avenue in the morning. 
The premier and President 
Abdul Hamid also issued 
messages commemorating 
the martyrs of the day.  

Child, AC land
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Dr Faruk Ahmed denied 
the allegation. 

“The Ashrayan project 
has been taken in 
government land after 
talking to local public 
representatives, said the 
DC. When officials from 
the administration went 
there, a group of villagers 
attacked them,” he said. 

“We will take legal steps,” 
the DC added.
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