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India to register
up to 2.5m voters

in J&K

REUTERS, Srinagar

India is expected to register as many as 2.5 million new
voters in the Jammu and Kashmir region, a top official said
late on Wednesday.

Former Chief Ministers Mehbooba Mufti and Omar
Abdullah of Jammu and Kashmir have sharply criticised
the move, calling it a “dangerous attempt” to influence
clections.

The Muslim-majority region is claimed in full but ruled
in part by nuclear arch-rivals India and Pakistan, who have
fought two wars over control of the territory.

India stripped semi-autonomy from its portion of the
region in 2019, changing the Indian constitution to allow
non-Kashmiris to vote and own land there.

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Electoral Officer Hirdesh
Kumar told reporters on Wednesday that more than 2
million new voters are expected to be enrolled in the region
ahead of local polls due in November. The new registrants
could increase the voter count by more than a third, adding
to the existing 7.6 million voters in the region.

“We are expecting an addition of (2 to 2.5 million) new
voters in the final list,”
Kumar said, including non-
Kashmiris living in the
region.

There has been sharp
criticism from the main
political parties in Kashmir
over the move.

Former chief minister

and J&K Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)
president Mehbooba

Mulfti said it is aimed at
influencing the election
results.

“Allowing  non-locals
to vote is obviously to
influence election results.
Real aim is to continue
ruling J&K with an iron fist
to disempower locals,” she
said in a tweet.

A second former chief minister Omar Abdullah, from
the rival Jammu & Kashmir National Conference, was also
critical of the decision.

“Is the BJP so insecure about support from genuine
voters of J&K that it needs to import temporary voters to
win seats?” he tweeted.

Kashmiris fear the rule changes will allow the Hindu-
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to alter the demographics
of the region, quelling a decades-long independence
movement.

The BJP says its policies in the region are for the benefit
of ordinary Kashmiris.

Political parties in
J&K call the move a
‘dangerous attempt'to
influence polls

A Sri Lankan university student clashes with police during a demonstration in Colombo yesterday. Sri Lanka
police fired tear gas and water cannon on a small protest yesterday to break up the first demonstration since
the crisis-hit island nation lifted a state of emergency.

China to pursue ‘growing
coercion’ of Taiwan

Warns US after Beijing’s drills around the island; Taipei,
Washington agree trade talks

AFP, Taipei
The United States expects Chlna
to ramp up its military, diplomatic
and economic “coercion”  of
Taiwan, its top envoy in Fast Asia
said vyesterday, after Beijing’s
unprecedented drills around the
island it claims as its own.

The Chinese military has staged
days of air and sea exercises in the
Taiwan Strait after visits by US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
a congressional delegation to the
self-ruled island.

Washington yesterday
announced plans for formal trade
talks with Taiwan by the autumn
in a show of support for the
democracy in response to China’s

drills, despite not holding official
ties with the government in Taipei.

“While our policy has not
changed, what has changed is
Beijing’s growing coercion,”
Washington’s top envoy for East
Asia, Daniel Kritenbrink, told
reporters on a teleconference call.

“These actions are part of an
intensified pressure campaign... to

PHOTO: AFP

intimidate and coerce Taiwan and
undermine its resilience,” he said.

Washington believes the drive to
press the island’s government will
carry on in the coming “weeks and
months”, he added.

Taiwan lives under constant
threat of an invasion by China,
which claims the democratically
ruled island as part of its territory
to be seized one day.

China lashes out at any
diplomatic action that recognises
Taiwan as a sovereign nation and
has imposed symbolic sanctions
on its economy. China’s “words and
actions are deeply destabilising.
They risk miscalculation and

threaten the peace and stability of

the Taiwan Strait,” Kritenbrink said.

Israel troops raid
Palestinian rights
group oflices

Kill a Palestinian in clashes

AFP, Ramallah

Israeli security forces yesterday raided the offices
of multiple Palestinian human rights groupsin the
occupied West Bank, which the state has branded
“terrorist organisations”. The military said soldiers
and police officers “closed seven institutions and
confiscated property” in the overnight raids. At the
Ramallah offices of human rights group Al Hagq,
the front door had been welded shut and a Hebrew
statement left saying it would remain closed for
“securily reasons”. “Any activity in this place
jeopardises the security of the area, of the security
forces and of public order,” said a statement seen
by AFP. A priest said an Anglican church on the
building’s ground floor was damaged as troops
sought to access the Al Haq offices. In a separate
incident, a Palestinian shot by Israeli troops
during clashes near a flashpoint holy site in the
occupied West Bank died of his wounds yesterday,
Palestinian officials said.

Algeria forest
blazes kill 38

AFP, El Kala

Algerian firefighters were yvesterday battling a
string of blazes, fanned by drought and a blistering
heatwave, that have killed at least 38 people and
left destruction in their wake. Deadly forest fires
have become an annual scourge in the North
African country, where climate change is turning
large areas into a tinderbox. According to multiple
sources, including local journalists and the fire
service, at least 38 people have been killed, mostly
in the El Tarf region near Algeria’s eastern border
with Tunisia which was baking in 48 degree Celsius
heat. At least 200 more people have suffered
burns or respiratory problems from the smoke,
according to various Algerian media. A journalist
in El Tarf described “scenes of devastation” on the
road to El Kala in the country’s far northeast. “A
tornado of fire swept everything away in seconds,”
he told AFP by telephone. “Most of those who died
were surrounded while visiting a wildlife park.”
Emergency services were still battling a blaze
around Tonga lake, he said. An AFP team in EI
Kala reported a strong smell of smoke and said
authorities feared that strong winds could cause
new fires to break out.
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