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N Korea fires two 
cruise missiles
AFP,  Seoul

North Korea fired two cruise missiles yesterday, 
Seoul’s defence ministry said, ending a month-
long lull in Pyongyang’s record-breaking spate of 
weapons tests this year. North Korea has conducted 
a blitz of sanctions-busting tests this year, including 
firing an intercontinental ballistic missile at full 
range for the first time since 2017. Washington and 
Seoul officials have also warned that the isolated 
regime is preparing to carry out what would be its 
seventh nuclear test. The launches come a day after 
South Korea and the United States began a four-
day preliminary joint drill in preparation for the 
long-suspended live field training known as Ulchi 
Freedom Shield, which takes place from August 22 
to September 1. The exercises infuriate Pyongyang, 
which sees them as a rehearsal for invasion.

Palestinian youths throw stones at army vehicles during a military operation by the Israeli army to arrest 
wanted persons from the Balata camp near the West Bank city of Nablus, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Israel, Turkey restore ties
Agree to re-appoint ambassadors; Ankara vows to back Palestinians

AGENCIES

Israel and Turkey announced the 
resumption of full diplomatic 
ties yesterday, following years of 
strained relations between the 
Mediterranean nations.

Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
hailed the diplomatic breakthrough 
as an “important asset for regional 
stability and very important 
economic news for the citizens of 
Israel”.

Lapid’s office said the diplomatic 
development will see ambassadors 
and consuls general posted to the 
two countries once more.

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu said the return 
of ambassadors “is important to 
improve bilateral ties”.

But he cautioned that closer 
ties with Israel should not be 
interpreted as Ankara “giving up 
on the Palestinian cause”.

“As we have always said, we will 
continue to defend the rights of 
Palestinians,” Cavusoglu added.

Cavusoglu in May became the 
first Turkish foreign minister to 
visit Israel in 15 years, during a 
trip which also saw him meet 
the Palestinian leadership in the 

occupied West Bank.
Bilateral relations began to 

fray in 2008, following an Israeli 
military operation in Gaza.

Efraim Inbar, president of the 
Jerusalem Institute for Strategy 
and Security, said observers should 
be “under no illusion” that bilateral 
ties will be as good as they were 
during the 1990s.

“As long as Erdogan is in power 
there will be a certain amount of 
hostility from Turkey towards Israel, 
because of his Islamist connection. 
He will continue to support Hamas 
for instance,” he told AFP.

CRISIS-HIT SRI LANKA

Ex-president will 
return next week
REUTERS

Sri Lanka’s former president Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa will return to the island nation next 

week after fleeing in July amid mass 
protests, local broadcaster Newsfirst 

reported yesterday, citing a 
former ambassador. Udayanga 

Weeratunga, a former Sri 
Lankan envoy to Russia who 
is related to Rajapaksa, said 
he will arrive in Sri Lanka 

on August 24. Rajapaksa 
is temporarily sheltering in 

Thailand, after fleeing Sri Lanka 
on a military plane to the Maldives 

and then spending weeks in Singapore. 
He resigned from the office soon after arriving 
in Singapore, facing public anger over his 
government’s handling of worst economic crisis.

India backtracks 
on support for 

Rohingya refugees
Says will deport them

AGENCIES

India’s home ministry yesterday said that Rohingya 
refugees in the capital New Delhi would be held at a 
detention centre and then deported, contradicting a 
minister’s earlier statement promising flats and security 
to members of the Muslim minority.

Hardeep Singh Puri, federal minister for housing 
and urban affairs, had earlier yesterday outlined new 
provisions for the Rohingya, signalling a potential change 
in the government’s critical stance towards the refugee 
group from Myanmar. Rohingya refugees would be 
allotted flats in western Delhi’s Bakkarwala area, provided 
basic amenities and round-the-clock police protection, 
Puri had said on Twitter.

But, just hours after 
Puri’s tweets, the federal 
home ministry said in a 
statement that “Rohingya 
illegal foreigners” would 
remain at a locality in the 
city’s southern reaches 
as authorities worked to 
deport them.

As of early this year, 
around 1,100 Rohingya 
lived in Delhi and another 
17,000 elsewhere in India, 
working mainly as manual 
labourers, hawkers and 
rickshaw pullers, according 
to estimates from Rohingya rights activist Ali Johar.

He said some 2,000 Rohingya had left for Bangladesh 
this year, amid fears of being deported.

Meanwhile, the UN’s new special envoy for Myanmar 
began meetings with top junta officials yesterday but did 
not respond to questions about whether she would seek 
to meet ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

Noeleen Heyzer’s visit to the crisis-wracked country, 
which began on Tuesday, “will focus on addressing the 
deteriorating situation and immediate concerns as well as 
other priority areas of her mandate,” the UN has said.

UN envoy begins 
talks with junta chief

Junta hits back at 
Asean after being 
barred from meetings


