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Abu Musa, Jahangir 
Alam, Shamsul Islam and 
Nuruzzaman. 

Tohidul Islam, additional 
deputy commissioner of 
CTTC’s transnational crime 
unit, told this newspaper 
that they were unaware of 
the trafficking syndicate in 
Kyrgyzstan.

“But as a case has been 
filed, we will look into the 
issue,” he said.

A victim named Sajal 
Mia filed a case with a 
Kishoregnaj court after 
returning home a month 
ago. 

The case is now under 
investigation by the 
district’s detective branch.

The victims’ documents 
show that they were sent to 
Kyrgyzstan by M/S Makkah 
Madina Trade Int (RL no-
810) and M/S Al-Jabeen 
Establishment Ltd (RL no-
884) as garment workers.

This newspaper tried 
to contact the agency 
proprietors but failed 
despite repeated attempts 
as their numbers were 
found switched off.

Rights Jashore’s 
executive director Binoy 
Krishna Mallick said 
government agencies, 
including the Bangladesh 
mission in Kyrgyzstan and 

BMET, cannot deny their 
responsibility in certifying 
the agencies’ documents.

“Even these workers 
went to the country taking 
approval from BMET,” he 
said.

Mallick also claimed 
that he has received calls 
from the recruiting agency 
on multiple occasions, 
offering to negotiate with 
the victims.

In another incident, 
two Bangladeshis from 
Jhenidah went to Dubai 
spending Tk 6 lakh some 
six months ago with 
working permits and valid 
visas. 

One of them named 
Rubel Islam has managed 
to return home from 
captivity with support 
from Rights Jashore. 

However, the other one, 
Jahidul Islam, remains 
under the captivity of the 
traffickers.

“We were received by 
a representative of the 
employer at the airport. 
They took us to an isolated 
place and confined us to a 
room. They used to torture 
us and ask for money,” said 
Rubel. 

The employers even took 
away their passports and 
BMET-issued smart cards. 

Rubel, somehow, managed 
to come out of captivity 
and return to Bangladesh 
with an outpass.

After returning to the 
country, he filed a case with 
a Jhenaidah court, which is 
now under investigation 
by the Police Bureau of 
Investigation (PBI).

Masud Rana, sub-
inspector of PBI Jhenaidah, 
also the case’s investigation 
officer, yesterday said they 
are yet to find any lead to 
catch any suspect.

RMMRU executive 
director CR Abrar termed 
the agencies’ act a kind of 
labour trafficking through 
a legal channel. 

“The government should 
bring all those responsible 
to book and ensure justice 
to the victims,” Abrar 
added.

Mir Khairful Alam, 
additional director 
general (administration 
& Training) of BMET, said 
they only provide BMET 
smart cards if the card 
receivers get training 
conducted through their 
accredited training centre 
and authorised agencies.

“If any irregularities 
are found in this process, 
actions will be taken,” he 
said.

Why are we
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reasons behind the ongoing 
crisis are slow exploration 
and increasing dependency 
on gas imports.

“The country’s gas 
production is declining 
since 2017, and there is 
no initiative to increase 
production and explore 
new gas fields,” he said. 

“Tripura, a small 
state in India, made 170 
exploratory wells, while 
Bangladesh made only 
98 wells till now.” He 
expressed disappointment 
over the slow progress 
in sea exploration. “We 
earned the rights to the sea 
in 2012. While Myanmar 
got gas from their part of 
the sea, we could not.”

Former Director General 
of Power Cell of the 
Ministry of Power, Energy 
and Mineral Resources BD 
Rahmatullah said, “All the 

plans after 1995 included 
increasing the renewable 
portion of energy by 10 
percent, but nothing of 
that sort happened.”

Shujan Secretary Badiul 
Alam Majumder said 
people are suffering as a 
result of fuel price hikes as 
their living costs increased.

“Instead of focusing 
on the poverty-afflicted 
population, the 
government only takes 
initiatives of building 
structures in the name 
of mega projects. Such 
projects were taken to 
benefit the ruling party 
leaders and activists.”

Ganosamhati Andolan 
chief coordinator Zonayed 
Saki said the government 
is doing “commission 
business” in the name of 
LNG import. 

DU Professor Robaet 
Ferdous also spoke. 

They stole 500 bikes
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While investigating two 
theft cases filed with 
Wari and Gendaria police 
stations, police arrested the 
five from different areas of 
Dhaka on Tuesday.

For theft, their target 
locations were crowded 
places in Sonir Akhra, 
Gendaria, Jatrabari, 
Dhalpur, Demra, Wari and 
Jurain. Why? Because after 
stealing bikes, they could 
quickly escape to nearby 
districts like Narayanganj 
and Munshiganj from these 
spots.

Once the bikes were 
taken to rural areas, Sajal, 
Monir and Akash would 
take pictures of the vehicles 
and post them in a bike-
selling group on Facebook, 
said the official.

Actual value of the 
stolen bikes ranges from 
Tk 2.5 lakh to 4 lakh, but 
the gang would sell them 
for Tk 40,000 to 50,000, 
claiming to customers that 

they were brought into the 
country by crossing the 
Indian border, dodging 
taxes. Asked about 
recovering stolen bikes, 
Mahfuzur said the gang has 
stolen at least 500 bikes.

But soon after getting 
news of gang members’ 
arrest and drives in rural 
areas, the buyers would hide 
the bikes in ponds, canals, 
and even under the bed. 
And so, it became difficult 
to locate the vehicles, he 
said. “We are looking for 
the stolen bikes.”

Of the arrestees, Nur 
Mohammad is wanted in 
four cases and Robin in 
three cases, said Toriqur 
Rahman, additional deputy 
commissioner of DB (Wari). 

‘Parenting for 
Peace’

MJF hands over certificates to 125 mothers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Manusher Jonno Foundation on Saturday handed 
over graduation certificates to around 125 mothers 
after they completed “Parenting for Peace”, under 
the project titled “Mother Schools, Bangladesh”, 
supported by Vienna-based organisation Women 
without Borders.

The event was held on Kisholoy School premises 
in Dhaka. Speakers at the programme congratulated 
the mothers and stressed the importance of such 
a project so that mothers can help their children 
flourish.

Attending as chief guest, lawmaker Shireen 
Ahmed said, “The government has been working for 
the development and empowerment of women. It 
always stands with foundations like MJF working for 
women empowerment.”

Women without Borders executive director Laura 
Kropiunigg; MJF director Banasree Mitra Neogi; 
Dr Teresa, an official at the International Cultural 
Department of Austria’s Ministry of Foreign affairs; 
assistant commissioner Roksana of Bangladesh 
Police’s Counter Terrorism and Transnational 
Crime Unit; and executive director of Community 
Participation and Development Moslema Bari 
attended the programme, among others.

POLICE ACTION IN BARGUNA

Five more cops 
withdrawn
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Five more Barguna police personnel have been 
withdrawn  yesterday over police charging batons on 
BCL activists in the district on Monday.

They are ASI Md Sagar, Constable Rabiul, DB 
police constable KM Sunny, DB police ASI Ismail and 
constable Ruhul Amin, said Barguna superintendent 
of police Jahangir Mallik. 

They were attached to Bhola and Pirojpur district 
police lines.

On Tuesday, Moharram Ali, additional 
superintendent (crime) of Barguna police, was 
withdrawn over his involvement in the incident.

Meanwhile, DIG SM Aktaruzzaman of Barisal range 
of police yesterday said police should not be judged 
by one incident. “We will take action against the  
aggressors after watching the video footage,” he said.

The probe body set up over the incident will submit 
their report today.
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carrying 18 passengers 
while its capacity is to 
carry 12, which makes 
the microbus driver more 
responsible for the accident 
than the gateman. 

Seeking anonymity, a 
committee member said 
the gateman is not the 
railway’s employee and was 
appointed temporarily. 

“We have recommended 
his termination,” the probe 
committee member told 
The Daily Star. 

Muhammad Abul Kalam 
Chowdhury, divisional 
railway manager of 
Chattogram, said the probe 
committee has submitted 
the report formally. 

“Once it’s approved, 
we will implement the 
recommendations,” he 
added.


