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South Korea 
pardons 
Samsung boss 
AFP, Seoul

The heir and de facto leader 
of the Samsung group 
received a presidential 
pardon yesterday, 
continuing South Korea’s 
long tradition of freeing 
business leaders convicted 
of corruption on economic 
grounds.

Billionaire Lee Jae-yong, 
convicted of bribery and 
embezzlement in January 
last year, will be “reinstated” 
to give him a chance to 
“contribute to overcoming 
the economic crisis” of the 
country, justice minister 
Han Dong-hoon said.

Lee -- who has a net 
worth of $7.9 billion, 
according to Forbes -- 
was released on parole in 
August 2021, after serving 
18 months in jail, just 
over half of his original 
sentence.

Yesterday’s pardon 
will allow him to fully 
return to work by lifting a 
post-prison employment 
restriction that had been 
set for five years.

A fawn tries to escape the fire in Belin-Beliet as wildfires continue to spread in the Gironde region of southwestern France, yesterday. Blazes 
that have torched tens of thousands of hectares of forest in France, Spain and Portugal have made 2022 a record year for wildfire activity in 
southwestern Europe. the EU’s satellite monitoring service said. PHOTO: REUTERS

HEATWAVE, LOW RAINFALL

Drought declared 
in parts of England
AFP, London

The UK government yesterday officially declared a 
drought in several parts of England, following months of 
record low rainfall and unprecedented temperatures in 
recent weeks.

At a meeting of the National Drought Group, the 
government’s Environment Agency said the “drought 
trigger threshold had been met” in parts of southwestern, 
southern, central and eastern England.

Drought was last officially declared in England in 2018.
The Environment Agency yesterday published a report 

saying that England as a whole had its driest July since 
1935.

The exceptional weather comes as France is also 
experiencing a record drought and battling huge wildfires.

The Met Office, the UK’s meteorological authority, said 
the period from January to June this year saw the least 
rainfall in England and Wales since 1976.

That summer saw the use of drastic measures such as 
roadside standpipes and water rationing.

The government statement said the move to drought 
status was based on factors such as rainfall, river flows and 
levels of groundwater and reservoirs and their impact on 
public water supply.

“We urge everyone to manage the amount of water 
they are using in this exceptionally dry period,” National 
Drought Group chair, Harvey Bradshaw, was quoted as 
saying.

The Environment Agency and water companies “will 
step up their actions to manage impacts” and press ahead 
with their published drought plans, including thinks like 
hosepipe bans.

Tunisia says 
82 migrants 
rescued
AFP, Tunis

Tunisian authorities 
intercepted five new 
migration attempts 
overnight and rescued 
or intercepted 82 people, 
the interior ministry said 
yesterday.

National Guard units 
“from the north, centre, 
south and coast” of Tunisia 
foiled the attempts “as 
part of the fight against 
irregular migration”, a 
statement said.

Tunisia is a key departure 
point for migrants hoping 
to reach Europe -- usually 
Italy -- and sea crossing 
attempts tend to increase 
during spring and summer.

Yesterday’s statement 
said 76 people were 
rescued in four operations 
at sea, and another six were 
intercepted on land in the 
Gabes and Sfax areas.

It did not provide details 
the nationalities of the 
migrants.

The statement said that 
both Tunisian and foreign 
currency were seized, 
although the amounts were 
not specified. Media in 
the North African country 
reported a shipwreck on 
Tuesday off the Kerkennah 
islands in which eight 
Tunisians -- three women, 
four children and a man 
-- died. And on Sunday, the 
National Guard said that 170 
people from sub-Saharan 
Africa were among 255 
migrants intercepted during 
17 attempted crossings.

TAIWAN TENSIONS

India sticks to 
‘one-China’ 
policy stance
REUTERS, New Delhi

India said yesterday it 
opposed any unilateral 
change to the status quo 
over Taiwan but that its 
stance on the ‘one-China’ 
policy remained consistent, 
days after Beijing said it 
hoped New Delhi would 
continue to recognise its 
claim to self-governing 
Taiwan.

China deployed multiple 
aircraft and warships 
around Taiwan in recent 
days, angered by last week’s 
visit to the island by US 
House of Representatives 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

The Chinese Embassy 
in New Delhi said last week 
that India was one of the 
first countries to recognise 
Beijing’s ‘one-China 
principle’ - that Taiwan 
is an inalienable part of 
China - and that it hoped 
India would not change its 
position. 

Asked by a reporter 
about India’s position 
on the one-China policy, 
Indian foreign ministry 
spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi said: “India’s relevant 
policies are well known and 
consistent. They do not 
require reiteration.”

“We urge the exercise 
of restraint, avoidance 
of unilateral actions to 
change the status quo, de-
escalation of tensions and 
efforts to maintain peace 
and stability in the region,” 
he said.

Actor Anne Heche 
dies a week after 
car crash
REUTERS

US actress Anne Heche died after her life support 
was turned off, a week after her fiery car crash in 
Los Angeles, the Daily Mail reported yesterday. 

Heche was 53 and had two sons. 
Many people hoped Heche 

would make a recovery after 
a publicist for the actor 

reported her in a “stable” 
condition after crashing 
her car into a house in 
Los Angeles on August 
5. Firefighters said she 

had been speaking to 
them as she was cut free of 

the wreckage and taken to 
hospital. But the actor shortly 

afterwards lost consciousness and 
on August 8 representatives posted an 

update, saying Heche had slipped into a coma. 
Yesterday, her family said in a statement that 
she was not expected to survive and that she was 
being kept on life support to determine if her 
organs could be donated.

10 Chinese planes crossed 
Taiwan Strait median line
Says Taiwan, five Chinese state-owned companies to delist 

from NYSE amid tensions with US

REUTERS, Taipei

Ten Chinese aircraft crossed 
the Taiwan Strait’s median line, 
an unofficial barrier between 
China and Taiwan, yesterday, the 
Taiwanese defence ministry said.

China’s air force has repeatedly 
flown across the line over the 
past week as part of war games 
staged in reaction to the visit to 
the Chinese-claimed island by US 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, which 
Beijing vehemently opposed.

China’s threat of force is 
undiminished, Taiwan President 
Tsai Ing-wen said on Thursday, 
even though Beijing’s largest ever 
military drills around the island 
seemed to be scaling down.

Beijing said on Wednesday it 
would keep up patrols but had 
“completed various tasks” around 
Taiwan, signalling a possible 
end to the war games even while 
keeping up pressure. 

Taiwan has also been 
conducting relatively small-scale, 
annual exercises, scheduled 
before the flare-up and aimed at 
preparing to repel an invasion.

“At present, the threat of 
Chinese military force has not 
decreased,” Tsai told air force 
officers, according to a statement 
from her office.

Taiwan will not escalate conflict 
nor provoke disputes, her office 
quoted her as saying, adding: “We 
will firmly defend our sovereignty 
and national security, and adhere 
to the line of defence of democracy 

and freedom.”
A source briefed on the matter 

told Reuters that the number 
of warships close to the Taiwan 
Strait’s median line, an unofficial 
buffer, was “greatly reduced” from 
previous days.

Taiwan’s Defence Ministry said 
in a statement it had on Thursday 
detected 21 Chinese military 
aircraft and six Chinese naval ships 
in and around the Taiwan Strait, of 
which 11 planes had crossed over 
the median line.

That was down from the 36 
aircraft and 10 ships detected 
the previous day, when 17 aircraft 
crossed the median line.

Meanwhile, five Chinese state-
owned firms including China Life 
Insurance 601628.SS and oil giant 
Sinopec 600028.SS said yesterday 

they would delist from the New York 
Stock Exchange, amid heightened 
diplomatic and economic tensions 
with the United States.

The companies, which also 
include Aluminium Corporation 
of China (Chalco) 601600.
SS, PetroChina 601857.SS and 
Sinopec Shanghai Petrochemical 
Co 600688.SS, said in separate 
statements that they would apply 
for delistings of their American 
Depository Shares from later this 
month.
China’s foreign ministry said 
yesterday it had imposed sanctions 
on Lithuanian Deputy Transport 
and Communications Minister 
Agne Vaiciukeviciute for visiting 
Taiwan, the latest development in a 
simmering diplomatic row with the 
European Union country.

MYANMAR TRIAL

Australian
pleads not 
guilty
REUTERS

An Australian economist 
and former adviser to 
deposed Myanmar leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi has 
pleaded not guilty in a 
closed Myanmar court to 
charges of violating a state 
secrets law, according to 
media reports yesterday.

Sean Turnell has been 
detained in Myanmar 
since February 6 last year, 
a few days after the military 
ousted Suu Kyi’s elected 
government in a coup. 
He faces up to 14 years in 
prison if convicted.

Australian broadcaster 
ABC cited a legal official as 
saying Turnell had testified 
in court for the first time 
since his arrest but few 
details were available.

Australian Acting Prime 
Minister Richard Marles 
said he was “concerned 
about the level of access 
that is available to those 
providing consular services 
to” Turnell.

TRUMP HOME SEARCH

FBI sought nuke 
docs: report
DTV ONLINE

US federal agents were looking for documents 
relating to nuclear weapons when they raided 
former President Donald Trump’s home in Florida 
this week, the Washington Post reported on 
Thursday. It was not clear if such documents were 
recovered at the former president’s Mar-a-Lago 
resort in Palm Beach, the Post said. The US Justice 
Department asked a judge on Thursday to make 
public the warrant that authorized the FBI search 
of Mar-a-Lago.

Palestinians run away from members of Israeli forces during a protest against Israeli settlement activity near Nablus in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

City

Tea workers to go 
on work abstention
FROM PAGE 2

wage hike for last one 
and a half years. But 
the authorities did not 
pay heed. So, there is no 
alternative to abstaining 
from work,” he told The 
Daily Star.

Earlier on Thursday, 
Mohammad Nahidul 
Islam,deputy director 
(labour) at divisional 
labour office in 
Sreemangal, held a 
meeting with the tea 
workers’ union leaders 
and requested them to 
refrain from enforcing 
the programme.

“I proposed holding 
a tripartite meeting in 
presence of workers, 
owners and government 
representatives on 
August 28 to discuss the 
issue.

“But the workers 
rejected it saying that 
they would not wait till 
August 28. They want 
their wage hike by Friday. 
We are still trying to solve 
the problem through 
talks,” he told The Daily 

Star yesterday.
Golam Mohammad 

Shibli, general manager 
of Finlay Tea Company 
and Sylhet chapter’s 
chairman of Bangladeshi 
Tea Sangsad, an 
association of tea garden 
owners, termed the work 
abstention “irrational”.

“The government 
has constituted a board 
to determine the wage 
of tea workers. We are 
discussing to refix the 
wage. But the sudden 
work abstention will halt 
tea production,” he said.

According to 
government statistics, 
around 1.40 lakh people 
work in 166 tea gardens 
across the country. 

Contacted, Khaled 
Mamun Chowdhury, 
director general of the 
Department of Labour, 
said they yesterday 
wrote to Bangladesh 
Tea Workers’ Union 
to withdraw work 
abstention and solve 
the problem through 
discussions. 


