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They’ve every right
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party that signed the CHT 
Peace Accord in 1997 for 
not showing due respect 
to the treaty subsequently 
despite being in power for 
long. At the rally, Rashed 
Khan Menon, president 
of Workers Party, said 
they faced many setbacks 
like the recent circular 
prohibiting the use of the 
word “indigenous”.

He mentioned that 
there was a time when an 
embargo was imposed 
on celebrating the birth 

centenary of Rabindranath 
Tagore.

“We stood against this 
embargo with the masses 
by our side, including the 
indigenous people of the 
country. Together, we 
came out victorious,” said 
Menon.

“But today there is 
an effort to drive the 
indigenous people out of 
the country. We have raised 
our voices in and outside 
of the parliament against 
such moves,” he added.

Shaheen Anam, 

executive director of MJF, 
said, “The fundamental 
rights of indigenous 
people are being violated. 
We have a responsibility 
to ensure their rights. 
How many of us speak 
out for our rights? In our 
educational curriculum, 
there is no chapter that 
orients students to cherish 
diversity for an inclusive 
society.”

 “What has been done 
in reality for protecting the 
diversity of our country?” 
she asked. 

Lt Col Ismail dies
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to his spine. After being 
admitted to the Combined 
Military Hospital, he was 
flown to Singapore’s 
Mount Elizabeth Hospital 
on August 5 for better 
treatment, the Rab said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

On August 6, a 
successful surgery was 
conducted at the hospital 
but his physical condition 
started to deteriorate. 

He breathed his last on 
Tuesday at the hospital.

Ismail was survived by 
his parents, wife and two 
sons. He will be buried at 
Banani Graveyard today.

The prime minister, 
home minister, army chief, 
senior secretary of security 
division under home 
ministry, IGP, Rab DG and 
high officials of Rab and 
army expressed deep shock 
at his death.

Medical centre owner
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Kamrangirchar Police 
Station, produced them 
with a five-day remand 
prayer, said court sources.

In the remand prayer, 
the IO said the four and 
their associates attacked 
journalists with an 
intention to kill them on 
Tuesday, when the news-
people went to the centre 
to collect information 
about irregularities and 
corruption of physicians.

The defence, however, 
submitted a petition, 
seeking bail along with 
cancellation of the remand 
prayer, saying their clients 

were not involved in the 
incident.

Upon hearing both 
sides, the magistrate 
turned down the defence’s 
pleas.

According to the case 
statements, Independent 
Television senior reporter 
Meshbahul Islam alias 
Hasan Meshbah and 
cameraperson Saju 
Miah went to the centre 
around 3:00pm to collect 
information about Dr 
Osmani and another 
physician.

On hearing the 
allegations brought against 
them, Dr Osmani and the 

other accused attacked 
them, vandalised their car, 
damaged video footage 
and snatched away their 
valuables. The attack left 
the journalists seriously 
injured.

After hearing the news, 
sub-inspector Milon 
Hussain along with his 
force went there and 
assaulted the journalists, 
instead of rescuing them, 
the statement read.

SI Milon has been 
suspended.

Police then arrested 
four accused from the spot 
on charge of injuring the 
journalists.

Hills lost to greed
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Department of 
Environment has not 
performed their duties for 
saving the hillocks at all,” 
he added.

When asked, Munia 
Chowdhury, upazila 
nirbahi officer of Ghatail, 
said they cannot run behind 
the plunderers keeping all 
administrative work with 
more stakeholders aside. 

“However, during 
the drives conducted by 
mobile courts, several such 
plunderers involved with 
the hill cutting were fined,” 
she added.

Contacted, Jamir Uddin, 
DoE deputy director 
in Tangail, said he has 
already visited the spot. 
“Preparations are currently 
ongoing to file cases in this 
regard,” he added. 

Special law to protect
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“When the people of the 
country are facing a multi-
faceted crisis due to money 
laundering and various 
forms of corruption by 
influential and powerful 
corrupt people, the series 
of attacks on journalists 
for uncovering and 

publishing information 
about corruption is not 
an isolated incident,” said 
TIB Executive Director 
Dr Iftekharuzzaman. At 
least 119 journalists were 
subjected to different 
attacks, cases and 
repression in the current 
year till July, as per ASK.

This cannot go
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the tea workers’ wages.
“Discussions are 

ongoing in this regard. 
The sudden strikes are 
unreasonable as the wage 
board is still functioning,” 
he said. 

Mohammad Nahidul 
Islam, deputy director of 

Sylhet divisional labour 
office, said “Tea workers’ 
wages are set through 
a bilateral agreement 
between the owners and 
the workers union. But if 
they seek a settlement then 
we can negotiate with the 
two parties.”

Form
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He said 20 people have 
been made respondents to 
the rule. 

The HC bench of Justice 
Md Mozibur Rahman Miah 
and Justice Kazi Md Ejarul 
Haque Akondo came up 
with the order and issued 
the rule following a petition 
filed by rights organisation 
Law and Life Foundation.

Covid jabs for kids
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group studying in madrasas 
and kindergarten schools  
while many are living on 
the street.

A health official last 
week told The Daily Star 
that they will also jab these 
children gradually. So far, 
the DGHS has received 30 
lakh Pfizer vaccines made 
specially for the children.

Meanwhile, the DGHS 
has reported 198 new cases 
of Covid-19 in the past 24 
hours till 8:00am yesterday, 
said a press release.

In the same 24 hours, 
one patient has died.

With the latest count, 
the total number of 
fatalities due to Covid rose 
to 29,309 and the total 
cases 200,80,86.

Don’t panic
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lowest level in the world 
market during the 
pandemic,” said senior 
journalist Arun Karmakar, 
who presented the keynote 
paper.

BPC will get a profit of 
Tk 46 per litre of octane 
and Tk 42 per litre of petrol. 
Diesel will break even (no 
profit, no loss) after the 
latest hike, he said.

Talking about misuse 
of Gas Development Fund, 
Consumers Association 
of Bangladesh President 
Dr Ghulam Rahman said 
the money deposited by 
consumers in the fund was 
supposed to be used for 
exploring gas fields, but 
the fund was used for other 

purposes.
Prof Riazul Haque 

said production cost of 
essentials will increase due 
to the hike of fuel.

Suggesting increasing 
exports of the country, 
Prof Rumana Haque said 
the government will have 
to take initiative to diversify 
the export sector to survive 
the current situation. She 
recommended completing 
mega projects as early as 
possible and revisiting the 
necessity of projects that 
have not started yet.

UDJFB President 
Amitosh Paul chaired the 
dialogue, moderated by its 
general secretary Shohel 
Mamun.

Parties working
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He happily meets political 
leaders individually, 
but he is happier to see 
them together -- sitting, 
learning and talking -- 
despite different political 
ideologies.

“This is the hallmark of 
democracy,” he said.

Haas said the 
fundamental way of 
improving people’s 
lives is to give them the 
opportunity to vote for 
a fair and transparent 
election. 

But from US experience, 
he knows that it is difficult 
to do so.

He said such an election 
requires involvement of 
the Election Commission, 
political parties, 
civil society and law 
enforcement agencies. If 
any one of them fails to 
fulfil its responsibilities, or 
if one intimidates another, 
fair elections become 
difficult to hold.

Speaking about the 
e-learning platform, Haas 
said it provides different 
courses of international 
standards on leadership, 
strengthening democracy, 
conflict resolution, and 
communications.

He said one of the 
modules targets women 
leaders, as they want 
women to be present in all 
levels of leadership – local, 

national and even in the 
international level – to 
flourish democracy.

Hasan Mahmud said 
promotion of democracy 
is not the work of any 
single political party, but 
of all. In the last 50 years, 
democracy has been 
threatened whenever arms 
were used to control power.

He hoped that the 
next election will be fair 
and transparent with the 
participation of all parties.

Amir Khasru said 
grooming and development 
of political parties is crucial 
for better politics.

It is not only those 
who have money, political 
family background or 
muscle power who should 
join politics. Common 
people need to be trained 
and be engaged in 
politics for proper public 
representation, he said.

Shamim Haider said 
all parties have to take 
responsibility for the 
current situation, a time 
when people are worried 
about the transparency 
and neutrality of elections.

D e m o c r a c y 
International Chief of 
Party Dana Olds said 
political parties having 
differences of opinion does 
not mean they are enemies 
of each other. “You can 
work together for common 
causes.”
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Habibullah 
Bahar passes 
away
CITY DESK

Habibullah 
B a h a r , 
independent 
director of 
Dhaka Stock 
E x c h a n g e , 
passed away 
in a Dhaka hospital on 
Tuesday. He was 69.

He breathed his last at 
10:32am at Labaid Hospital. 
He was admitted to the 
hospital on August 4 after 
he suffered a stroke.

He left behind his 
wife, son and daughter, 
grandchildren, and 
numerous relatives.

Habibullah Bahar 
joined as director of DSE 
on February 18, 2020. He 
was the former executive 
director of Bangladesh 
Bank and served as Agrani 
Bank chair professor at 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Bank Management. He also 
served as a senior economic 
adviser to the MCCI. 

Bahar was buried at the 
Banani graveyard. All are 
requested to pray for the 
salvation of his departed 
soul. 

SM Sultan’s birth 

anniv observed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

The 98th birth anniversary of 
renowned artist SM Sultan was 
observed at his birth place in 
Narail yesterday morning. 

The Bengali avant-garde 
artist was born on August 10 in 
1923.  Artists, art enthusiasts, 
officials from Narail district 
administration along with 
representatives from Sultan 
Foundation, Zilla Shilpakala Academy, S M 
Sultan-Bengal Charukala College and other 
organisations placed wreaths at SM Sultan’s grave. 

SM Sultan won Ekushey Padak in 1982, Charu 
Shilpi Sangsad Award in 1986 and Swadhinata Padak 
in 1993. He was entitled the “Man of Asia” in 1982 by 
Cambridge University.
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