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New political 
alliance 
formed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A new political alliance 
comprising of seven 
political parties was formed 
in the capital yesterday. 
The alliance named 
“Ganatantra Mancho”, has 
been formed to bring about 
a change in the current 
political situation of the 
country, JSD president ASM 
Abdur Rob announced at a 
press conference in Dhaka.

Components in the 
political alliance are 
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal 
(JSD), Nagorik Oikya, 
Biplobi Workers Party, 
Ganosamhati Andolon, 
Gono Adhikar Parishad, 
Bhasani Anusari Parishad, 
and Rashtra Songskar 
Andolan.

Rob said the alliance has 
specific reform proposals 
and demands regarding 
the state, constitution, 
constitutional institutions, 
and governance. Nagorik 
Oikya convener Mahmudur 
Rahman Manna, Biplobi 
Workers Party General 
Secretary Saiful Haque, 
Ganosamhati Andolon 
Chief Coordinator Zonayed 
Saki, Gono Odhikar 
Parishad Convener Reza 
Kibria; Bhasani Onusari 
Parishad Convener Rafiqul 
Islam; and Rastro Sangskar 
Andolon Coordinator 
Hasnat Kaiyum, among 
others, were present at the 
programme.

Dengue death toll 15

Total number of 
patients 3,263 

360 still undergoing 
treatment

Number of recovered 
patients  2,888

79 more hospitalised 

yesterday 

SOURCE: DGHS

In absence of a gate or gateman to ward off vehicles when a train approaches 
at the BDR Haat level crossing in Lalmonirhat, 66-year-old Maher Ali took up the 
matter in his own hands and built a makeshift bamboo gate, which he brings 
down whenever a train arrives. PHOTO: STAR

Story of a selfless 
volunteer

Lalmonirhat man builds makeshift bamboo gate, 
serves as ‘gatekeeper’ to prevent train accidents
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Lalmonirhat

Only a quarter kilometre 
from Lalmonirhat Railway 
Station stands a level 
crossing on BDR Haat. 

A written warning on 
a signboard  is all that the 
authorities have done to 
prevent accidents, as this crossing 
neither has a gate, nor a gateman.

Although there were no major 
incidents, at least seven accidents have 
occurred in this rail crossing in the last 

five years.
But if the recent tragedy in 

Chattogram  where 12 died 
as a train rammed them in 
a rail crossing bears any 
indication, it is safe to say 
that these unprotected 

crossings are a death trap.
Although the railway 

officials are yet to respond 
to this concern, Maher Ali (66), a 

retired taxi driver by profession, has 
stepped up to save lives.

Maher has made a makeshift 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

7-year-old 
crushed 
under train
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A seven-year-old boy was 
killed after a train hit him 
in Dhaka’s Moghbazar 
Wireless area yesterday.

The deceased is Md 
Shamim, a first grader at a 
local school, who lived in a 
nearby slum. The accident 
took place when Shamim 
was playing with other kids.

As he ran to the tracks 
suddenly, a train hit him. 
Shamim was son of labourer 
Rubel Hossain and house 
help Taslima Akter.
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Fugitive war 
criminal held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti Terrorism Unit of 
Police arrested a fugitive war 
criminal in Dhaka on Sunday. 

On information, a team of 
police arrested Nazrul Islam 
from Shah Ali area,  said 
Aslam Khan, superintendent 
(Media) of ATU, yesterday. 

The war criminal was on the run for the last 
five years, he said. On July 28, a three-member 
bench of the International Crimes Tribunal led 
by Justice Md Shahinur Islam sentenced six 
people including Nazrul to death for murder, 
genocide and crimes against humanity during 
the Liberation War in Khulna.

Nazrul Islam


