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site at the intersection of 
Pyari Das road and Harish 
Chandra Basu Road in 
Bangla Bazar, with the two 
roads running along the 
northern and the western 
side respectively, said 
Taimur. 

The site used to cover an 
area of approximately 0.5 
acres (19,000sqft approx). 
But recently, a large 
portion of the site was sold 
off along with its historical 
ancillary structures. A new 
mid-rise building (storied) 
has been constructed there.

However, the site still has 
a considerable size, almost 
0.3 acres (13,000sqft 
approx) in area. 

“The building is basically 
a U-Shaped structure 
in layout, with a sizable 
court yard opening to 
the south. The exterior 
walls on the other three 
sides are embellished with 
superimposed orders. 
The roadside facades are 
similar in length -- almost 
105 feet long and each of 

the facades is divided into 
eight bays comprising 
superimposed arcades with 
double-height paneled 
pilasters in between, giving 
it a grand appearance.

The superimposed 
arcades are embellished 
with arch motifs supported 
by panels covering the 
whole length of the 
pilasters decorated with 
foliated motifs. “The 
pilasters are topped with 
Corinthian capitals. The 
two bays on the sides of the 
northern walls where the 
main entrance was located 
are slightly projected, 
adding a touch of farther 
grandeur to the roadside 
walls in the front,” he said. 

The roadside facades 
are further embellished 
with decorative dentils, 
cornices, and stylised 
parapets. 

A projected balcony 
runs around the whole 
length of the inner walls 
wrapping around the 
courtyard, Taimur told this 
correspondent.  

Laws, mindset and awareness
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them, 59 percent of women 
faced harassment either in 
transport or on roads and 
highways, said Israt.

NHRC member Jesmin 
Ara Begum said laws 
should be formulated in 
line with the Supreme 
Court’s 2009 guidelines on 
sexual harassment.

There are sufficient 
laws and policies in the 
country to address violence 
against women but they 
are not implemented 
effectively, said Rokeya 
Kabir, executive director 
of Bangladesh Nari Pragati 
Sangha.

Mentioning that 
harassment of women in 
public spaces is a global 
problem, UNDP Bangladesh 
Deputy Resident 
Representative Van Nguyen 
stressed the inclusion of 
women in policymaking 
while addressing their 
safety issues.

Law Minister Anisul 
Huq urged everyone to take 
the opportunities provided 

by “Digital Bangladesh” 
to be proactive against 
the menace and create 
awareness among people. 

He also said the 
Digital Security Act 
has been enacted to 
combat cybercrime. “The 
government will protect 
freedom of speech but 
will not tolerate the 
infringement of privacy.” 

Dhaka North City 
Corporation Mayor 
Atiqul Islam said the 
city corporation has 
taken various initiatives, 
including app-based 
services, to improve the 

livelihood of the citizens.
Amena Begum, deputy 

inspector general (special 
branch) of Bangladesh 
Police; Helal Uddin, 
president of Bangladesh 
Shop Owners Association; 
and Neelima Akhter, 
additional secretary (urban 
transport wing) of Road 
Transport and Highways 
Division; spoke at the event 
among others.

At the event, 10 young 
change-makers on behalf 
of their organisations were 
given certificates for their 
campaigns on harassment 
against women.

At two places
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we will announce a tougher 
programme,” said Salman 
Siddiqui, vice-president 
of Samajtanrik Chhatra 
Front.

Joy Dip, acting president 
of the front, is currently 
admitted to Calcutta Heart 
Clinic & Hospital. This 
correspondent contacted 
him via WhatsApp. “The 
inclusion of my name in 
the case is proof enough 
that this is an attempt to 
stop a rightful protest for a 
just cause,” he said.

Meanwhile, Richard told 
this correspondent that he 
was in another programme 
taking place at Hatirpool, 
but police still included his 
name. “This is a ridiculously 
false case,” he said.

Contacted, OC Moudut 
said, “Police filed the 
case primarily. We will 
scrutinise it.”

On Sunday, at least 12 
persons were injured as 
police charged batons on  
protestors as they were 
protesting the fuel price 
hike at Shahbagh.

Punak holds free 
medical camp
STAR REPORT

Fifty-eight year old Jaheda Begum was not even able 
to walk alone because of the pain in the joints of both 
her legs. 

But hearing of a free medical camp, Jaheda, a 
resident of Tungipara area, went to take help from 
the facility, walking all the way using  a bamboo stick.

“I am all alone as my husband died in a road accident 
a few years back and my daughters got married. How 
can I visit a doctor when I can hardly manage food on 
my plate?” she asked this correspondent.

Jaheda was seen coming out from a doctor’s 
chamber with tears of joy in her eyes as she not 
only got free treatment but also medicines from the 
free medical camp, organised by the Police Women 
Welfare Association (Punak).

Punak organised the day-long camp at Gimadanga 
Govt Primary School in Tungipara of Gopalganj 
yesterday, marking the 92nd birth anniversary of 
Bangamata Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib.

Punak President Jissan Mirza inaugurated the 
camp that started around 10:00am and continued 
till 4:00pm on the day. Habibur Rahman, deputy 
inspector general of Dhaka range, and Ayesha 
Siddiqa, superintendent of Gopalganj police, were 
present at the event along with other high officials. 

Jissan said a team of expert doctors from 11 
departments of the Central Police Hospital provided 
treatment to around 1,200 people at the camp. 

Raise your voice as one
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hill tracts is going down, 
and so, eventually 
Bangalees will be a majority 
there. 

Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, chief executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association, 
said those who grab the 
land of ethnic minorities, 
encroachment is just part 
of their character.

Barrister Sara Hossain 

said in the last 30 years, 
it has been observed that 
there is a failure to ensure 
accountability through 
laws in many cases.

Urging every minority 
who is being suppressed 
to be united, Kajal 
Debnath, presidium 
member Bangladesh Hindu 
Buddhist Christian Oikya 
Parishad, said there is no 
alternative but to protest 
collectively.

The seminar was jointly 
organised by 15 right 
organisations: ALRD, 
Bangladesh Adivasi Forum, 
Kapaeeng Foundation, 
Jatiya Adibashi Parishad, 
Maleya Foundation, CCDB, 
C a r i t a s - B a n g l a d e s h , 
BLAST, Bela, Nijera Kori, 
URBAN, CDA, TIB, HDRC 
and Bangladesh Hindu 
Buddhist Christian Oikya 
Parishad.

Robbery in broad
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that is something transport 
workers are taking 
advantage of.

“It’s like robbery in broad 
daylight,” said Moshiur 
Rahman Oni, a passenger.

When asked about the 
extra fare, the helper of the 
bus said the company has 
to collect whatever price 
it fixed before the fare list 
comes. 

“Get off of the bus if you 
don’t like it,” said Nasir 
Mia, driver of the bus, 
when he overheard the 
conversation. 

“It’s alright if BRTA 
decides to increase the fare 
by 22 percent. But where is 
the new fare chart? The bus 
helpers are charging fares 
according to their own 
will. It’s total chaos!” said 
another passenger Maqbul 
Hossain, echoing many 
others. 

“I don’t know when the 
fare list will be given. The 
owner asked to charge Tk 
25 for a Tk 20 route and Tk 
50 for a Tk 40 route. We are 
just following his orders,” 
said Aslam, who drives a 
Savar Paribahan bus.

Story of a selfless
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bamboo gate which he 
brings down whenever a 
train arrives. Besides, he 
has made two flags for 
himself, one red and one 
green to direct trains.

He has been working 
from 8:00am to 8:00pm 
every day since last August. 
Four pairs of trains ply daily 
on Lalmonirhat-Burimari 
route, he said.

When asked about his 
income source, he said, “I 
receive an old age allowance 
from the government. 
Besides, my wife is also a 
daily wage earner.”

He told this 
correspondent that he 
neither has any training 
nor any permission from 
the railway authorities to 
do this work. 

“It’s fulfilling to do this 
work. As long as my body 
permits, I will try to keep 
the people of my city safe at 

this crossing,” he noted.
Shibu Kumar Roy, a 

college teacher said he 
too had an accident at the  
crossing some three years 
back, claiming he narrowly 
escaped death at the time.

“My bike was completely 
destroyed and I recovered 
after six months of 
treatment,” he said. 

“It’s unfortunate that 
the railway authorities 
haven’t yet provided a gate 
and gateman at this level 
crossing,” he said.

Abu Hanif, a 
businessman next to the 
level crossing, said, “We 
try to support Mahir Ali’s 
contribution by giving him 
Tk 20 every day for tea and 
breakfast at least,” he said.

Pedestrian Sohel Rana 
said he came very close to 
having an accident at this 
crossing twice in the last 
four years. “Commuters 
are benefiting as Mahir 
Ali volunteered to act as 
gateman,” he said.

Contacted, Lalmonirhat 
Divisional Railway 
Manager Shah Sufi 
Noor Mohammad, said, 
“Preparations are being 
made to build gates 
and appoint gatemen 
for unprotected level 
crossings.”
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Participants along with awardees at the event yesterday.
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