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Ten Lankans
missing from
Commonwealth
Games

AFP, Colombo
Ten members of crisis-hit Sri Lanka’s
Commonwealth Games contingent
in Birmingham have disappeared
in a suspected attempt to remain in
Britain, a top sports official from the
island nation told AFP on Sunday.
The nine athletes and a manager

vanished after completing their
events, the official said, requesting
anonymity. Three of them had

disappeared last week.

That prompted a police complaint
by the Sri Lankan officials. “Since then,
another seven have vanished,” the
official said, without identifying them.
“We suspect they want (o remain in
the UK, possibly to get employment.”

The 160-strong Sri Lankan
contingent’s management possessed
the passports of all members to ensure
they returned home.

That failed to deter some from
leaving. British police located the first
three that disappeared, but as they had
not violated local laws and held visas
valid for six months, no action was
taken, the Sri Lankan official told AFP.

Medvedev ends losing

streak in finals
REUTERS

World number one Daniil Medvedev
ended his losing run in finals with a
7-5, 6-0 win over Britain’s Cameron
Norrie on Saturday to lift the title
in Los Cabos, Mexico, and ramp up
preparations for his U.S. Open title
defence.

A ban on Russian players at
Wimbledon due to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine forced Medvedev to miss
the grasscourt major and he arrived
in Mexico for the ATP 250 event for
his first tournament since June.

Most of Medvedev’s success over
the years have come on hardcourts
and he did not lose a set this week en
route to his first title of the season.

The Russian came into the contest
against last year’s champion Norrie,
ranked 12th in the world, having lost
five straight finals dating back to last
year’s Paris Masters in November.

BANGLADESH:

290 for 9 in 50 overs
(Tamim 50, Mahmudullah
80 not out; Raza 3-56,
Madhevere 2-40)

ZIMBABWE:

291 for 5in 47.3 overs
(Raza 117 not out,
Chakabva 102, Munyonga
30 not out; Hasan 2-47,
Miraz 2-50)
Result: Zimbabwe won by
5 wickets
Player-of-the-match:

—_ Sikandar Raza

Sikandar Raza, who also hit a hundred in the first 0DI, and Zimbabwe captain Regis Chakabva struck tons and strung a 201-
run stand off 169 balls for the fifth-wicket as the hosts successfully chased 291 to clinch the three-match 0DI series against

Bangladesh with a game in hand.

PHOTO: AFP

“The four hundreds made
the difference in the series’

Samukonga, Williams
win historic golds

AFP, Birmingham

Zambian teenager Muzala Samukonga won his
nation’s first-ever Commonwealth Games 400m
title on Sunday as Sada Williams gave Barbados
their first gold in the women'’s event on the final
day of athletics in Birmingham.

Samukonga, 19, who timed 44.66sec, exited
the stadium in a wheelchair after tripping over a
low advertising hoarding as he ran to collect his
national flag.

Williams outclassed Victoria Ohuruogu, who
missed out on emulating her elder sister, 2008
Olympic gold medallist Christine, who won
Commonwealth gold in 2006.

Williams, 24, who won bronze at the recent
world championships, set a new Games record of
49.90sec, with Ohuruogu taking silver.

“I’s amazing (to be part of the Barbados team),”
said Williams. “I am so proud of Jonathan (Jones
who won bronze in the men’s 400m).

Haaland scores
double on PL debut

REUTERS

New Manchester City signing FErling Haaland

SPORTS REPORTER “7Zimbabwe were the Tamim, though, gave credit (o marked his Premier League debut with a double

'''''' - better team this series. Zimbabwe for a brilliant display in the two as the champions began their title defence with a
Sikandar  Raza’s  splendid  second We have to pull up  games. clinical 2-0 victory over West Ham United at the
consecutive hundred, along with skipper our socks. We haven’t “The wicket was good from the London Stadium on Sunday.

Regis Chakabva’s maiden ODI ton, led
Zimbabwe to a five-wicket victory against
Bangladesh in the second ODI in Harare
yesterday, thereby sealing the three
match ODI series with a game in hand. It
was the hosts’ first ODI series win against
Bangladesh after nine years.

Much like the first game where Raza
got a century-scoring partner in Innocent
Kaia, the right-hander paired with Regis
Chakabva as both scored centuries in a
record 201-run fifth wicket stand after
Zimbabwe were struggling at one stage at
49 for four inside 15 overs.

Chakabva, however, departed after
scoring his century but Raza made sure his
side continued the fine run and remained
unbeaten on 117 off 127 balls. Debutant
Tony Munyonga’s 30-run cameo led to the
celebrations for Zimbabwe at the Harare
Sports Club.

Bangladesh, posted 303 and 290 in
the two ODIs, but none of the batters
were able to score a hundred. According
to Bangladesh captain Tamim Igbal, the
four hundreds in the two games by the

played our best cricket
and that’s why we are
in this position.”

Bangladesh captain

Zimbabwe batters made the difference
Tamim, however, added that 290 was a
good total to defend but the visitors were
unable to execute their plans.
“The difference is four hundreds for
them and zero for us. We put a decent total.
We got a good start but no one continued.

beginning. It wasn’t easy against the
spinners. All credit to Zimbabwe, they
were the better team this series. We have
to pull up our socks. We haven’t played
our best cricket and that’s why we are in
this position,” he said.

Pep Guardiola’s City were
awarded a penalty after 36
minutes when Haaland
charged past the
West Ham defence
to latch onto a

Tamim Igbal The series defeat is a huge blow for through ball and
Bangladesh as the fifty-over format is take it around
believed to be their favoured format, Alphonse
and also due to their dominance over Areola  before
Zimbabwe in recent years. being fouled by

It was also Tamim'’s second series defeat the  substitute
after being appointed as the skipper of the goalkeeper.
Tigers’ ODI side in 2020. The Norwegian

It means a lot, though, for Zimbabwe striker stepped up to

In the first game, we thought we had an
opportunity to score twenty more runs
and today after the small collapse, Afif
and Mahmudullah did well. We thought
290 was a good total to defend but we
couldn’t execute ourselves,” Tamim said
at the post-match presentation ceremony
yesterday.

Bangladesh’s fielding was once again
below-par and the bowling was bite-less
even though they managed to remove the
Zimbabwe top-order early in the chase.

JAHANGIRNAGAR UNIVERSITY
Department of Microbiology
Savar, Dhaka 1342, Bangladesh

INVITATION FOR TENDERS (IFT)

[ Rof N, TUMicrob/o T h-2

who have been playing a positive brand of
cricket in recent times.

“It (series win) is massive, we've been
playing some good cricket. We were
itching to play good cricket. To win the
series, it’s really nice. We've been trying
to play positive cricket. The coaches asked
me (o take it deep and I batted positively.
We have (o play good cricket again, we’ll
be looking to win (the final ODI),” said
Chakabva.

convert the spot kick,

his cool finish sending

Areola the wrong way to

give City a deserved lead after an utterly

dominant first half in which West Ham were rarely

able o venture from their own box.

City midfielder Kevin De Bruyne then defended

a series of crosses before slipping through a

delightful pin-point pass to Haaland, who timed

his run to perfection and slotted home with a fine
left-footed finish in the 65th minute.

Something has to be done because I fear losing the 50-over format in a
couple of years. There’s no importance given to it at the moment.

Moeen Ali, England all-rounder
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