
NEWS

Political solution
FROM PAGE 3

2008 election manifesto. 
The debate emerged 
from the foreign ministry 
after the 2011 fifteenth 
amendment,” he said.

Even the then foreign 
minister Dipu Moni, 
who took part in several 
programmes on the 
occasion marking the 
day at the Central Shahid 

Minar, took a reverse stance 
on the word, he added.

“I am saying this because 
we all should be aware of 
the history of this debate. 
Behind this debate was a 
particular thought and 
purpose in the act that led 
to the creation of small 
ethnic groups.” 

Pir Fazlur Rahman 
Misbah, parliamentarian 
and also a member of the 
caucus, said following the 
fifteenth amendment, 
the constitution included 
section 23 (A) which 
acknowledged the right to 
life. However, a particular 
section excluded the word 
“indigenous”. The circular 
issued by the information 
ministry took advantage of 
that provision. “Those who 
are issuing such circulars 
must be compelled to 
answer,” he added.

Indigenous community 
leader Sanjeeb Drong said 
the embargo on the word 
“indigenous” emanates 
from the wrong perception, 
which has no connection 
with history and facts.

Shaheen Anam, 
executive director 
of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation, said 
indigenous people were 
lagging in every indicator 
of the human development 
index in comparison to the 
national average.

“They are lagging behind 
even in child and maternal 
mortality rates. Their 
condition got worse over 
the years. How can we fulfil 
the SDG targets if we don’t 
act immediately?” she said.

Criticising the pride 
taken while terming 
Bangladesh a diverse 
country, she said the way 
the indigenous peoples 
want to be identified 
is being rejected by 
identifying them as “small 
ethnic groups”. 

“Today their language, 
and their culture are 
jeopardised. Bangladesh 
would never be a diverse 
country without them. If 
we don’t take steps right 
now, their language and 
culture will go extinct,” 
said Shaheen Anam. 

3 hurt in Turag 
store fire die
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three of the eight people, who were burnt in a 
fire following an explosion at a shop in Dhaka’s 
Turag on Saturday morning, died at a hospital 
early yesterday.

They are rickshaw garage owner Gazi 
Mazharul Islam (40), rickshaw puller Nur 
Hossain (55) and rickshaw mechanic Alamgir 
(23).

They breathed their last in between 12:00am 
and 3:00am while being treated at Sheikh 
Hasina National Institute of Burn and Plastic 
Surgery, its resident surgeon SM Aiyub Hossain 
said.

Five other injured -- Mizanur Rahman (35), 
Shaheen (25), Shafiqul Islam (25), Al Amin (35) 
and Masum Mia (38) -- were receiving treatment 
at the hospital, hospital sources said.  

The explosion took place at a scrap material 
shop in Kamarpara area around 11:30am when 
some perfume bottles somehow came in contact 
with fire, said Shafiqul Islam, who took the 
injured to the hospital.

The fire also spread to an adjacent rickshaw 
garage, he added.

Fuel, fare, frustration
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Azizul Islam, a passenger of 
Sraban Paribahan, said, “I 
had to pay Tk 10 extra to go 
to Matuil from Gulistan.”

“Bus staffers forced me 
to pay a much higher fare. 
The people are now in 
serious trouble as we were 
already under pressure due 
to the constant increase in 
our daily expenditure with 
the same income,” he said.

When asked about 
additional charges, Md 
Mizan, driver of Moumita 
Paribahan, said, “We have 
not received any fare chart 
yet. Hence, we are taking 
fare from passengers Tk 
2.50 per kilometre.”

This correspondent 
visited Gulistan around 
8:00am yesterday and saw 
a scarcity of buses during 
office hours. Service-holder 
Rafiqul Alam said he had to 
reach Gulistan on foot from 
his home to get a bus as he 
did not get any bus after 
waiting for 30 minutes. 

Mamun, the helper of a 

Shikar Paribahan bus, said 
they are not bringing out 
all of their buses on the 
road fearing loss as people 
do not want to accept the 
new fare. 

“We are now waiting 
for the fare chart from the 
government,” he said.

Meanwhile, mobile 
courts set up by Bangladesh 
Road Transport Authority 
(BRTA) filed 15 cases 
against buses in Dhaka 
and Chattogram for 
overcharging yesterday.

The courts also realised 
Tk 32,500 as fines from 
the 15 vehicles, a BRTA 
official confirmed to this 
newspaper. A total of 12 
mobile courts conducted 
the drives on the first day 
of the hike, said the official 
wishing anonymity. 

Moreover, the courts 
fined 93 vehicles of Tk 2.6 
lakh for violating different 
traffic-related rules. Two 
vehicles were dumped and 
two brokers were given jail 
terms, he said.

5-yr-old
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family members tried to 
save Jhumur, she resisted. 

The family members 
later rescued the baby in 
unconscious state and 
took her to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital where a 
doctor declared her dead 
around 5:30pm, he said. 

Inspector Bachchu Mia, 
in-charge of DMCH Police 
Outpost, said the family 
members told police that 
Shompa was not mentally 
stable and she killed her 
daughter. 

Rafiqul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Rampura Police 
Station, said they sent 
police personnel at DMCH 
to investigate the incident. 

Covid test kit
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Besides, Bangladesh 
Medical Research Council 
has given ethical clearance 
for the kit, speakers said 
in the programme. The 
kit has been developed 
by BCSIR in association 
with Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University 
and Dhaka University.

Lone teacher
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“The school brings no 
benefit for our children. 
They are being deprived of 
education,” he said.

Even the school 
managing committee is 
practically non-existent. 
Chilmari upazila assistant 
education officer Zakir 
Hossain was made convener 
of the committee a year 
ago but he never visited the 
school.

Asked, Zakir Hossain 
said he could not visit the 
school due to his busy 

schedule.
About the teacher 

crisis, he said the matter 
has been reported to the 
higher authorities. “For 
the time being, teaching 
activities will be carried out 
by appointing part-time 
teachers,” he said.

However, Kurigram 
District Primary Education 
Officer Sahidul Islam said 
he did not know that a 
school was being taught by 
a lone teacher.

“I will take quick action 
on the matter,” he said.

DENGUE FEVER

One dead, 87 
hospitalised 
in 24 hours
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One more dengue patient 
died while 87 were admitted 
to different hospitals across 
the country in the last 24 
hours til 8:00am yesterday.

With the latest death in 
Cox’s Bazar, the number of 
deaths rose to 15, according 
to the Directorate General 
of Health Services (DGHS).

With the 87 new cases, 
the total number of dengue 
patients now stands at 
3,184.

Among the patients, 
387 are still undergoing 
treatment of which 72 are 
from outside Dhaka.

Meanwhile, a total of 
2,782 patients have been 
released from hospitals.

Warning the city 
corporations of a major 
outbreak of dengue virus 
this year compared to the 
last couple of years, experts 
suggested the corporations 
to take extensive measures 
immediately to control the 
Aedes mosquitoes.
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Defending the current 
fuel price hike of about 
46 percent on an average, 
he said Bangladesh is not 
the only country to do so. 
Even countries like the US 
have increased the price. 
He also said new innovative 
solutions like solar-run 
fast charging stations for 
three-wheelers should 
be introduced to shift a 
load of electricity to bring 

rationality to the system.
Energy expert Prof M 

Tamim said the price of 
petroleum has already 
come down in the US to 
$3 from $5 per gallon. One 
US gallon is equivalent to 
about four litres. He said 
the government should 
have decreased the fuel 
price much earlier when 
the price had decreased in 
the global market.

“There should be a 

specific policy that if the 
price decreases, the profit 
should be preserved as 
a special fund and that 
should be utilised for 
petroleum import when 
the price goes up,” he said.

Former principal 
secretary to the PM and 
president of BES Abul 
Kalam Azad presided 
over the event conducted 
by Energy and Power 
magazine Editor Mollah 
Amzad Hossain.


