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Strategic
ambiguity?

A guide to the unique US
approach to Taiwan issue

AFP, Taipei

US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan
has provoked Beijing’s ire — and brought into focus
Washington’s deliberately ambiguous foreign policy
stance toward the democratic, self-ruled island.

BITTER HISTORY: The deep rift between Beijing and
Taiwan dates back to China’s civil war, which erupted
in 1927 and pitted forces aligned with the Communist
Party of China against the Nationalist Kuomintang (KMT)
army. Eventually defeated by Mao Zedong’s communists,
KMT chief Chiang Kai-shek fled to Taiwan, which was
still under his control. From there, Chiang continued to
claim the entirety of China -- just as the mainland claimed
Taiwan as part of its territory to be re-taken one day, by

force if necessary.
name remains the
Republic  of China,

while the mainland is

the People’s Republic
of China. Since the
late 1990s, Taiwan
has transformed from
an autocracy into a
vibrant democracy and
a distinct Taiwanese
identity has emerged.

STRATEGIC AMBIGUITY: Washington cut

Taiwan’s official

formal

diplomatic relations with Taiwan in 1979, switching
recognition to Beijing as the sole representative of China.
Butatthesame time, the United Statesmaintained a decisive
role in supporting Taiwan. Under a law passed by Congress,
the United States is required to sell Taiwan military
supplies to ensure its self-defence against Beijing’s threat.
But it has maintained “strategic ambiguity” on whether
it would actually intervene militarily, a policy designed
both to ward off a Chinese invasion and discourage Taiwan
from ever formally declaring independence. There is now
growing blpartlsan discussion in Washington over whether
a switch to “strategic clarity” is preferable given Beijing’s
increasingly bellicose approach to cross-strait relations.
Yet analysts broadly agree that despite all its aggressive
posturing, Beijing does not want an active military conflict

over Taiwan - just yet.

‘ONE CHINA’ POLICY: US policy on Taiwan has always
hinged on diplomatic nuance. In what is termed the “One
China policy”, Washington recognises Beijing, but only
acknowledges the Chinese position that Taiwan is part of
China. It leaves it to the two sides to work out a solution,
while opposing any use of force to change the status
quo. In practice, Taiwan enjoys many of the trappings of
a full diplomatic relations with the United States. Only 13

An injured Palestinian child is being carried to a hospital following an Israeli air strike on Gaza City, yesterday.

A child and a senior militant were among four people killed in the Israeli air strikes.
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as part of its sovereign territory.

Tensions over dexelopmenm in
Taiwan overshadowed an Asian
ministers
yesterday, diverting attention at a
forum that had been expected to
focus on efforts to end the crisis in
Myanmar among other issues.
gathering  of
ministers hosted by Southeast Asia’s
regional bloc Asean has included
counterparts from the United States,
China, Russia, Japan and Australia.
But this week’s meetings have
seen diplomatic discord over US
House of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s trip to Taiwan, which
prompted China to conduct major
military drills in the Taiwan Strait,

meeting of foreign

The

this extreme,

- to a new level.”
foreign
Asian

powers.

“There is no justification for
disproportionate
and escalatory military response,”
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken told a news conference on
the sidelines of an Asean meeting.
“Now, they’ve taken dangerous acts

The Association of Southeast
Nations
called for restraint and
of the risk of miscalculations
and confrontation among major

Asean ministers were joined
yesterday for plenary sessions of the
East Asia Summit and the annual
Asean Regional Forum security
gathering, attended by 27 forelgn

ASEAN FORFEIGN MINISTERS” MEET

US-Sino rivalry trumps
regional concerns

Wang Yi

The

on Thursday

warned

and Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov walked out
of a session yesterday when their
Japanese counterpart spoke, a
person in the room said.

Asean issued a communique
yesterday after a meeting of foreign
ministers from the bloc.
communique
Myanmar but did not mention
Taiwan. Asean said it was “deeply
disappointed”
progress
military rulers in implementing a
peace agreement to end the conflict
in the country.

The communique recommended
that an Asean summit in November
assess progress by the junta in
implementing the peace plan “to

made

by
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Thai nightclub
fire kills 14

AFP, Sattahip
Thailand’s prime minister yesterday ordered an
investigation into a massive blaze that tore through
a nightclub, killing at least 14 people and injuring
around 40. The fire broke out around 1:00 am at
the Mountain B nightspot in Chonburi province’s
Sattahip district, about 150 kilometres southeast
of Bangkok. Video footage posted by a rescue
service showed desperate revellers fleeing the club
screaming, their clothes ablaze, as a huge fire raged
in the background. The victims were aged between
17 and 49 and all are believed to have been Thai.

India bids to sell fighter
jets to Malaysia

REUTERS, New Delhi
India has offered to sell 18 light-combat aircraft
(LCA) “Tejas” to Malaysia, the defence ministry said
yesterday, adding that Argentina, Australia, Egypt,
the United States, Indonesia, and the Philippines
were also interested in the single-engine jet. The
Indian government last year gave a $6 billion
contract to state-owned Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd HIAENS for 83 of the locally produced Tejas
jets for delivery starting around 2023 - four
decades after it was first approved in 1983.

PROTEST AGAINST PRICE HIKE

Rahul, Priyanka
detained

AGANCIES
Indian police vyesterday detained several
Congress workers and leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi, Privanka Gandhi, while they
were protesting against inflation,
unemployment and rising prices
defying prohibitory orders
imposed by police. They were
released after six hours. Before
starting the protest, Congress
MPs led by party chief Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi wore
black clothes to parliament.
Proceedings were adjourned as
Congress members created an uproar

nations, all in the developing world, and the Vatican still including launching live missiles ministers. guide the decision on the next over the alleged misuse of probe agencies and the
recognise Taiwan. around the self-ruled island it claims Chinese Foreign Minister —steps”. government “ignoring people’s issues”.
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