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containers, was filled by 
C&F agents instead of the 
owners, violating a rule of 
IMDG Code.

Apart from that, there is 
no obligation for field visits 
by the office’s scientific 
officer before issuing NOC.

The probe report 
also said The Dangerous 
Cargoes Act and “Standing 
Order for The Working 
of Vessels Carrying 
Dangerous Cargo in 
the Chittagong Port”, 
which issues the NOC, 
were formed during the 
Pakistan period. Besides, 
Bangladesh is a member of 
the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO), so 
it has to properly follow 
the IMDG Code, which is 
frequently updated.

SA F E T Y - S E C UR I T Y 
QUESTIONS REMAIN
During the investigation, 
the committee found that 
NOCs for the BM depot 
have been issued by the fire 
service, the Department 
of Environment and the 
DG shipping office, but 
the presence of chemical 
containers was not 
mentioned.

According to the report, 
the DG Shipping office 
said the office issues 
International Shipping 

and Port-facility Security 
certificates considering 
only security (like proper 
surveillance) and not safety 
issues. But security and 
safety issues are related to 
each other.

The committee said the 
DG Shipping office should 
consider both security and 
safety issues together.

Meanwhile, the report 
said firefighters do not 
know storage and handling 
as well as the IMDG Code. 
It mentioned that the BM 
depot had scored only 11 out 
of 54 points in the fire safety 
evaluation, conducted by 
Bangladesh Investment and 
Development Authority 
(BIDA).

RECOMMENDATIONS
The committee proposed 
equipping the DGIO (DG 
Cargo Inspection Office) 
with a trained workforce 
and asked for field 
inspection of cargo before 
issuing NOCs.

Apart from that, 
exporters should appoint 
a trained workforce 
for packaging and 
transporting goods, 
include off-docks to 
Chittagong Port in regular 
meetings of the monitoring 
committee, and provide 
training to firefighters for 
following the IMDG Code.

KHULNA JOURNO 
FORUM

Fasih president, 
Sazu gen secy
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Fasih Uddin Mahtab, 
special correspondent of 
Protidiner Bangladesh, 
and Sazu Rahman, former 
special correspondent of 
GTV, have become the 
president and general 
secretary, respectively, of 
Khulna District Journalists 
Forum, a platform of 
Khulna journalists who 
work in Dhaka.

The 19-member 
committee was announced 
on Thursday by Rahul 
Raha, executive editor 
of News24 and president 
of Khulna Division 
Journalists Forum, at a 
restaurant in Dhaka.

This committee will 
perform their duty for one 
year.

Among others, Rezvi 
Newaz of channel-i has 
been selected as senior vice 
president of the committee.

Rahul, also adviser 
of the organisation, 
said, “This committee 
will not be limited to 
traditional activities. It will 
play an effective role in 
highlighting the problems 
and prospects of Khulna 
and the southern region.”

The end
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space of Dhaka University 
Central Library. It was 
shifted to the present 
location at Shahbagh in 
1978.

In 2017, a design 
submitted jointly by 
Cubeinside Design Ltd and 
Dcon Design Studio (DCON 
CUBEINSIDE JV) won the 
bid out of 65 submissions. 
In the original plan, the 
library and national 
museum were supposed to 
be renovated together.

However, due to 
some bureaucratic 
complications, only the 
national library will be 
brought under the project, 
for now, said Siddique.

Ex-Bangladesh
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know his whereabouts, he 
stated in the GD, adding 
that Soptorshi was carrying 
more than Tk 1 lakh.

Nahid Hasan, general 
secretary of BSU’s Sylhet 
unit, said, “He was an 
active voice against social 
oppressions and him being 
missing is mysterious.”

“We demand the 
government find him and 
ensure his safety,” added 
Nahid. 

Contacted, Khan 
Muhammad Mainul 
Zakir, officer-in-charge of 
Airport Police Station, said, 
“We have taken the matter 
seriously and are trying to 
find him.”

The complaint has been 
shifted to Kotwali Police 
Station, as the area from 
where he went missing is 
under it.

Indigenous students
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a separate identity, but 
the government tried to 
deprive us of our identity 
although they have no right 
to do it,” said protestors.

At least 16 organisations, 
including leftist student 
organisations Chhatra 
Union, Chhatra Front 
and Chhatra Federation, 
participated in the rally 
expressing solidarity with 
the demands.

Ending the rally they 
brought out a protest 
procession, which began 
from the National Museum 
and ended at the base of 
Raju Memorial.

At Shahbagh, the rally 
was presided over by Ananta 
Bikash Dhamai, president 
of Bangladesh Adivasi 
Jubo Forum, and it was 
conducted by Alik Mree, 
general secretary of Adivasi 
Chhatra Sangram Parishad.

Surveyor
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arrested him on the same 
day.

A report titled “UNO’s 
signature forged to give 
42 people khas land” 
was published in this 
newspaper on August 3.

Earlier, UNO Abu Hasnat 
Mohammad Shahidul 
Haque confirmed that 
accused Humayun was 
temporarily dismissed 
from his job.

The case statement 
mentioned that the UNO’s 
office sent three separate 
letters to the registry office, 
dated on March 28, April 
24 and May 19 this year.

In those letters, 
Humayun was given 
the responsibility to 
register the acceptance 
of 195 applications for 
semi-paved houses on 
government khas lands 
for homeless and landless 
individuals.  

However, Humayun 
concealed the original 
letters from the UNO’s 
office and forged his 
signature to include 42 
ineligible and well-off 
individual’s names in the 
original list.

Steps have been taken 
to cancel the 42 forged 
acceptances, said Kalapara 
upazila sub-registrar 
Rehena Parveen.

PM distributes
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Harunur Rashid received 
the lifetime achievement, 
while Liton Kumar Das 
(cricket), Abdullah Hel 
Baki (shooting) and 
Mollah Sabira Sultana 
(weightlifting) were given 
awards in the sports 
personality category.

Diya Siddique (archery) 
and Mohammad Shariful 
Islam (cricket) were 
awarded in the emerging 
athletes’ category, while 
Saidur Rahman Patel 
and Nazma Shamim 
received awards for their 
contributions as sports 
organisers.

Bangladesh Olympic 
Association was awarded 
in the organisation 
category, while Green 
Delta Insurance Company 
received the award in the 
sponsors’ category.

Kashinath Bashak was 
awarded as the best sports 
journalist.

Each award winner 
received Tk 1 lakh, a crest 
and a certificate.

Death anniv of 
Santosh Gupta
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T o d a y 
marks the 
18th death 
anniversary 
of eminent 
j o u r n a l i s t 
and writer 
S a n t o s h 
Gupta. 

He was born in 1925 
at Runshi village in 
Jhalakathi. He was 
involved in leftist politics 
before starting a career in 
journalism. Gupta made 
significant contribution to 
all democratic movements 
including the Liberation 
War. 

He was also jailed several 
times throughout 12 years 
for his political connection. 
He joined journalism in 
1957 with the Daily Azad 
and later switched over to 
Daily Sangbad.

His post editorial 
under the pen name 
“Aniruddha”made him 
one of the most popular 
journalists at home and 
abroad in his time. The 
ideology behind his writings 
on politics, economics and 
the country circulated 
around objectivity, 
independence and honesty. 
His article, analysis, critique 
on politics and economics 
added a different trend in 
journalism.

Gupta was awarded 
Ekushey Padak, Sher-e-
Bangla Padak, Maulana 
Tarkabagish Padak, 
Jahur Hossain Memorial 
Padak, Kazi Mahbubullah-
Zebunnisa Welfare Trust 
Award and many more.

To mark his death 
anniversary, Santosh Gupta 
Smriti Parishad will place 
wreaths at his memorial at 
Postagola crematorium.

11 new HC judges 
pay homage to 
Bangabandhu
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Eleven newly appointed 
High Court judges yesterday 
paid homage to Father of 
the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
placing wreaths at his 
grave in Tungipara upazila, 
Gopalganj.

They also offered 
prayers, seeking eternal 
peace of the departed 
souls of Bangabandhu, 
Bangamata Begum 
Fazilatunnesa Mujib and 
other martyrs of the 
August 15, 1975 massacre, 
an SC source said.

On July 31, President 

Abdul Hamid appointed 
11 additional judges to the 
High Court Division of the 
Supreme Court for two 
years, raising the number 
of its judges to 95.

          The newly appointed 
HC judges are Justice 
Mohammad Showkat 
Ali Chowdhury; Justice 
Md Atabullah; Justice 
Bishwajit Debnath; Justice 
Md Aminul Islam; Justice 
Md Bazlur Rahman; Justice 
KM Emrul Kayesh; Justice 
Fahmida Quader; Justice 
Md Bashir Ullah; Justice 
Md Ali Reza, Justice SM 
Masud Hossain Dolan and 
Justice AKM Rabiul Hasan.
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