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India
okays new
emissions

targets

REUTERS, Mumbai

India, the world’s third largest carbon
polluter, has finally approved new
targets for slashing planet-warming
emissions, more than a year after a
United Nations deadline for updated
commitments.

On Wednesday, the Indian federal
cabinet approved the country’s new
national emissions pledges, known as
Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs). Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced these goals last year at UN
climate talks in Glasgow, but they had
not been formalised.

India’s new NDC will commit the
country to reducing the emissions
intensity ol its GDP by 45 percent from
its 2005 level in the next 7 years - a 10
percent increase over its previous 2016
pledge.

India will
also aim o
meet half of its
energy demands
from renewable
sources,  such
as  solar and
wind, by 2030.
This, too, is a
boost over its
previous target

of 40%, which
the government
said it  had
achieved in December 2021.

Under the 2015 UN Paris Agreement,
parties are required to update their
long-term climate goals every five
years and are urged to show greater
ambition as the impacts of climate
change worsen.

India, which falls only behind China
and the United States in emissions,
is the last of the world’s five largest
emitters to produce new targets.

The government has also said it will
aim for net zero emissions by 2070 - 20
years later than what climate scientists
say is needed.

India was condemned at the 2021
UN climate summit for its attempts
to water down language on reducing
reliance on coal.
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People walk in front of a large screen showing a news broadcast about China’s military drills encircling Taiwan, in Beijing, yesterday.

Pelosi vows support to
denuclearise N Korea

Acknowledges ‘growing threat” from Pyongyang in Seoul

AGENCIES

US House of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and her South Korean
counterpart yesterday vowed o support
deterrence against North Korea and
achieve its denuclearisation.

“Both sides expressed concerns about
the dire situation of North Korea’s growing
threat,” Pelosi and South Korea’s National
Assembly Speaker Kim Jin-pyo said in a
joint statement after meeting in Seoul.

“We agreed to support the efforts of
the two governments to achieve practical
denuclearisation and peace through
international cooperation and diplomatic
dialogue, based on the strong and extended
deterrence against the North.”

Pelosi arrived in South Korea on
wednesday. She was scheduled to visit the

|

heavily fortified Demilitarized Zone (DMZ)
between North and South Korea.

If she visits, she will be the highest-
ranking US official to visit the Joint Security
Area (JSA) and inter-Korean truce village of
Panmunjom since then president Donald
Trump met North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un there in 2019.

It was not clear if the US Speaker made

the visit.

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol
did not meet Pelosi due to his scheduled
vacation this week, but held a 40-minute
phone call with her where he promised
close cooperation with the US Congress.

South Korean media speculated that
Yoon could be shunning meeting Pelosi in
person o avoid antagonising China, after
her visit to Taiwan outraged Beijing, which
claims the self-governed island as its own.

Late yesterday night, Pelosi arrived in
Japan, which earlier in the day said five
Chinese ballistic missiles landed within its
exclusive economic zone, part of military
exercises launched by Beijing in response to
her Taiwan visit.

Pelosi is scheduled to hold a breakfast
meeting with Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
today.

Nepal to hold polls
on November 20

REUTERS, Kathmandu

Nepal’s government yesterday said it will hold a
parliamentary election on November 20 amid
concerns over high inflation and depleted foreign
exchange reserves that have led to rising food
and energy prices. Education Minister Debendra
Paudel confirmed that a cabinet meeting
had approved the date for the election to the
275-member House of Representatives — 165
seats on first-past-the-post basis and the rest
through proportional representation. Nepal has
seen 10 governments change since 239-year-old
monarchy was abolished in 2008.

KARABAKH FIGHTING
Russia urges restraint

REUTERS, Moscow

The Kremlin yesterday called for restraint from both
sides after Azerbaijan said its forces had crushed
an Armenian attack near the disputed enclave of
Nagorno-Karabakh. The dispute over the region, a
mountainous territory inside Azerbaijan controlled
since the 1990s by ethnic Armenians, flared in 2020
into a six-week war in which Azeri troops regained
swathes of territory. Both sides accused each other
of violating the terms of a Russia-brokered ceasefire
on Wednesday, which prompted international calls
for an end to the 30 years of fighting.

Iran nuclear talks
restart in Vienna

AFP, Vienna

Negotiators kicked off a fresh round of talks over
Iran’s nuclear programme in Vienna yesterday,
seeking to salvage the agreement on Tehran’s
atomic ambitions. Officials from world powers and
Iran were meeting in the Austrian capital for the
first time since March, when negotiations, which
began in 2021 to reintegrate the United States into
the agreement, stalled. In late June, Qatar hosted
indirect talks between Tehran and Washington in
the hope of getting the process back on track --
but those talks failed to make a breakthrough. In
a last-ditch effort, EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell submitted a compromise proposal last
month and called on the parties to accept it to
avoid a “dangerous nuclear crisis”. Bilateral talks
began yesterday at Vienna’s luxury Palais Coburg
hotel under the auspices of the EU’s representative
Enrique Mora.
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