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means more than

the ability to vote
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P ]OT unnaturally, democracy and people’s
right to vote are hogging the headlines,
occupying the time of political observers

and providing subjects to columnists to write on for
newspapers. The next general election is scheduled
for next year, and the prime concern of the major
political parties is either how to cling to power or
how to dislodge the incumbent from power.

Unfortunately, winning an election has become
the synonym for achieving power — whatever level
of election that may be. Thus, when an office is
attained through elections — or in our case, to
be more accurate, “so-called” elections — power
becomes the sole tool of governance. It becomes
the instrument of the opposition’s chastisement.
Every bad law, every anti-people regulation that is
vilified while in the opposition, is forgotten once in
power. Not only are these laws and regulations not
repealed, but they are employed with a vengeance,
in a more stringent fashion than by the previous
regime who enacted those laws in the first place.

The most abhorrent aspect of the matter is
that these laws become direct encumbrances on
democracy, democratic practices, freedom of
speech and assembly, etc. Not that such exercise
of power was not demonstrated in the past by
the other political parties while in power, but the
last 10 years is a glaring example of how “power”
is exercised to curtail rights in a most stringent
manner. The recent example is the way police was
used o scuttle a political party’s programme in
the southern district of Bhola, in which at least
one person was killed by police fire and several
sustained injuries.

The Bhola incident exposes how democracy
and politics have come to be dictated by force. A
perfectly peaceful gathering - to protest fuel price
hike and load-shedding - turned into a chaotic
event that caused deaths and injuries, because
the BNP had not taken permission to bring out
the procession, according to police; the BNP’s
version of the event is different. They argue that
verbal permission was taken for both the rally
and the procession, while the police argues that
permission was taken only for the rally. Be that as
it may, one would like to ask: What precipitated
the firing? Is the police’s threshold level so low
that opening fire becomes the first option? If the
crowd had to be dispersed, could safer methods not
have been employed, instead of using live rounds
on protesters? Bhola is one of the many examples
of denying a political party its fundamental rights
during the tenure of the current government.

Regrettably, some of us have fallen into the
definitional trap of democracy, which would have
us believe that democracy and elections consist
only of the day people cast their ballots - if and
when they get the chance to exercise this option.
Unfortunately, the chief election commissioner
(CEC) seems to be suffering from that same irised
mindset. And he is supposed to be one of the
guardians of our democracy.

Since the day the new CEC was sworn in and put
in that exalted office — which in many countries
that are democratic to a fault has been haloed
by people who sanctified that appointment by
their unfaltering commitment to not only the
precept, but also the application of the principles

of democracy - he has been harping on one
single issue: vote, vote, vote. He has been doing so
without recognising that an election is a process
and democracy a principle, that admits of no
encumbrances to be successful.

The CEC exposed cither his outdatedness or his
willingness to accept reality when he put the onus
on the people for the survival of democracy. The
fact is, democracy as of now is moribund - if not
completely dead. Comments of leading political
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leaders, at least one belonging to the ruling party
alliance, have categorically exposed concerns about
people’s apathy towards elections and politics, and
its deleterious consequences on democracy. But
who cares! As long as power is attained, the manner
and means matter little.

We admit that it is not the Election
Commission’s remit to ensure that all the parties
participate in the elections; it remains the choice
of individual parties. But it is its bounden duty
to make sure that the process is free and fair.
That the Election Commission, by its words and
deeds, engender confidence in the minds of voters
and political parties to convince them that the
voting will not be a sham, as it was in the last two
national elections, and that the proverbial playing
field would be level. That innovations in the voting
process, which does not garner trust or credence
in people, are not imposed on voters. Electronic
voting machines (EVMs) are a nonstarter as far as
a majority opinion among the political parties is
concerned, no matter the clean chit given by some
professors and party activists. Its possible use,
misuse and exploitation to serve the interests of
the party in power have already been exposed by
some ruling party men. It is also a majority view
that a free and fair election would not be possible
with the incumbent running the administration
during the election. Citing examples of other
countries won’t wash with the public. It’s the
past experience that matters. Some sort of a
temporary dispensation has to be put in place
to oversee election and shield it from the ruling
party members’ unwarranted influence.

The prime minister rightly expressed her
eagerness to see that the major political parties
join the election. It behoves her, as the leader
of a political party, to see that the game is fair,
that corners are not cut, and no new doctrinaire
political philosophy is introduced. Let the system
work without let or hindrances. Trust in the people
and the party’s performances over the past 10 years
—and let the chips fall where they may.
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alt-right media fixture Jordan

Peterson recently stumbled
onto an important insight. In a
podcast episode titled “Russia vs.
Ukraine or Civil War in the West?,”
he recognised a link between the war
in Europe and the conflict between
the liberal mainstream and the new
populist right in North America and
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Europe.
Although  Peterson  initially
condemns Russian President

Vladimir Putin’s war of aggression,
his stance gradually morphs into
a kind of metaphysical defence of
Russia. Referencing Dostoevsky’s
Diaries, he suggests that Western
European hedonist individualism
is far inferior to Russian collective
spirituality, before duly endorsing
the Kremlin’s designation of
contemporary ~ Western  liberal
civilisation as “degenerate.” He
describes postmodernism as a
transformation of Marxism that
seeks to destroy the foundations of
Christian civilisation. Viewed in this
light, the war in Ukraine is a contest
between traditional Christian values
and a new form of communist
degeneracy.

This language will be familiar
to anyone familiar with Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s
regime, or with the January 6,
2021, insurrection at the US Capitol.
As CNN’s John Blake put it, that
day “marked the first time many
Americans realised the US is facing
a burgeoning White Christian
nationalist movement,” which
“uses Christian language to cloak
sexism and hostility to Black people
and non-White immigrants in its
quest to create a White Christian
America.” This worldview has now
“infiltrated the religious mainstream
so thoroughly that virtually any
conservative Christian pastor who
tries to challenge its ideology risks
their career.”

The fact that Peterson has
assumed a pro-Russian, anti-
communist position is indicative of
a broader trend. In the United States,
many Republican Party lawmakers
have refused to support Ukraine.

But does accepting Peterson’s
premise that Russia’s war and the
alt-right in the US are platoons
of the same global movement
mean that leftists should simply
take the opposite side? Here, the
situation gets more complicated.
Although Peterson claims to oppose
communism, he is attacking a major
consequence of global capitalism. As
Marx and Engels wrote more than
150 years ago in the first chapter of
The Communist Manifesto:

“The bourgeoisie, wherever it
has got the upper hand, has put
an end to all feudal, patriarchal,
idyllic relations. ..All fixed, fast-
frozen relations, with their train of
ancient and venerable prejudices and
opinions, are swept away, all new-
formed ones become antiquated
before they can ossify. All that is
solid melts into air, all that is holy
is profaned, and man is at last
compelled to face with sober senses
his real conditions of life, and his
relations with his kind.”

This observation is studiously
ignored by leftist cultural theorists
who still focus their critique on
patriarchal ideology and practice. Yet
surely the critique of patriarchy has
reacheditsapotheosisat precisely the
historical moment when patriarchy

“Ultimately, both
sides are fighting
over the spoils of a
system in which they
are wholly complicit.
Neither side really
stands up for the
exploited or has any
interest in working-
class solidarity.

The implication is
not that “left” and
“right” are outdated
notions — as one
often hears — but
rather that culture
wars have displaced
class struggle as the
engine of politics.”

has lost its hegemonic role - that
is, when market individualism has
swept it away. After all, what becomes
of patriarchal family values when a
child can sue her parents for neglect
and abuse (implying that parenthood
is just another temporary and
dissolvable contract between utility-
maximising individuals)?

Of course, such “leftists” are
sheep in wolves’ clothing, telling
themselves that they are radical
revolutionaries as they defend the
reigning establishment. Today, the
melting away ol pre-modern social
relations and forms has already
gone much further than Marx could
have imagined. All facets of human
identity are now becoming a matter
of choice; nature is becoming more
and more an object of technological

manipulation.

The “civil war” that Peterson
sees in the developed West is thus
a chimera, a conflict between two
versions of the same global capitalist
system: unrestrained liberal
individualism  versus neo-fascist
conservativism, which seeks to unite
capitalist dynamism with traditional
values and hierarchies.

There is a double paradox here.
Western political correctness
(“wokeness”) has displaced class
struggle, producing a liberal elite
that claims to protect threatened
racial and sexual minorities in order
to divert attention from its members’
own economic and political power.
At the same time, this lie allows alt-
right populists to present themselves
as defenders of “real” people against
corporate and “deep state” elites,
even though they, too, occupy
positions at the commanding heights
of economic and political power.

Ultimately, both sides are fighting
over the spoils of a system in which
they are wholly complicit. Neither
side really stands up for the exploited
or has any interest in working-class
solidarity. The implication is not
that “left” and “right” are outdated
notions as one often hears
but rather that culture wars have
displaced class struggle as the engine
of politics.

Where does that leave Europe?
The Guardian’s Simon Tisdall paints
a bleak but accurate picture:

“Putin’s aim is the immiseration
of Europe. By weaponising energy,
food, refugees and information,
Russia’s leader spreads the economic
and political pain, creating wartime
conditions for all. A long, cold,
calamity-filled Furopean winter of
power shortages and turmoil looms.
..Ireezing  pensioners,  hungry
children, empty supermarket shelves,
unaffordable cost of living increases,
devalued wages, strikes and street
protests point to Sri Lanka-style
meltdowns. An exaggeration? Not
really.”

To prevent a total collapse into
disorder, the state apparatus, in
close coordination with other states
and relying on local mobilisations
of people, will have to regulate the
distribution of energy and food,
perhaps resorting to administration
by the armed forces. Europe thus has
a unique chance to leave behind its
charmed life of isolated welfare, a
bubble in which gas and electricity
prices were the biggest worries. As
Ukrainian  President  Volodymyr
Zclensky recently told Vogue, “Just
try to imagine what I'm talking about
happening to your home, to your
country. Would you still be thinking
about gas prices or electricity prices?”

He’s right. FEurope is under
attack, and it needs to mobilise,
not just militarily but socially and
economically as well. We should use
the crisis to change our way of life,
adopting values that will spare us
from an ecological catastrophe in
the coming decades. This may be our
only chance.
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UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA: Applications in prescribed form, obtainable from
the office of the Registrar, are invited from the Bangladesh nationals for filling up One

permanent post of Professor in the Department of Fisheries in the Pay Scale of

TK. 56,500-74 400/-

S

=

OQUALIFICATIONS: Candidates must be distinguished scholars preferably with a
Ph.D. or an equivalent degree in Fisheries. They should have at least 12(twelve) vears’
of teaching and research experience in a University or an Institute of Advanced
research. They should have original research works published in recognised research
journals. Experience and performance as a teacher as well as significant contribution to
different areas of University activities especially in guiding the overall educational and
co-curnicular activities of the students will also be treated as gualification. In special
cases the condition of period of experience may be relaxed.

Eleven copies of application together with attested copies of certificates,
testimonials, mark-sheets and proof of experience along with a Pay Order/Bank Draft
of the value of Tk. 1,0(d¢-(one thousand) only, payable to the Registrar, should reach
him on or before 03,10,2022. Candidates already in service must apply through proper

channel.

-14H5

il - Bufanas

qleETa= e
fatarm freety fesftrat.
(FFeorD a5 Wi B8
AT ETE
6T
httpssfferecruiliment bboore b

|14 L T 0 1l 5 M M e B

445032, 592390,
E25344, 491505,
A4FTI13, A69715,
SFEMY, 32T,
431173, SROTEA,
SG68907, alGo30, 46RTAT,
A2303M, GA21AE SIRAS,

475915,
635482,

44047,

405318, 430323,
623731, 452378,
SEIFFS, S2EILE,
430265, 6IEEIS,
4§34, SRAA50,
GXIA53, ASERIO,
619798, 512277,

447727,
SZER0T,
419593,
S47713,
SO3E40,
L45304,
S5IR3T,

Diof: 48/2022-2542
Date : 03-08-2022

SE1150, 477464,
E0R051, 445856,
G1198%, SEZ34, 453725, 52271, 6004a],
415913, BaAli44,
S 588, 433753,
AAGEES,
AXOD01%, ATI8OT,
BII013, ARIGAT, H16748, B4OE9S, SHATET,
L7016,
442449,
29232,
S3A2TH,
5657409,
5849035,
AB1564,

AR WD st s (oeeiTe e ST S T o3saassn SINTY SRR P e
Matfzoik o7 EiETE Gile Bhe o cifEe lem S8 ow geesie e e aFl e el s
{awr= el w= arline 28 /fovf2o sy wifis 5 weg fewrersrite i Bhosil® =rar wimard Fror st vl a
Y St e Spe T G Pt wEATER

632019, 451555,
559519, 543416, GOAG6HD,
Sa63a1,
AFB1 4, 593877, AdBRIES,
ASE3 L0, G510, 45592, 580541,
412555,
B2ITE2D, 44579, 5843150,
6205311, 573744, SA71EE,
517240, BIRSSI, 439484, 431607,
SSTER), 565144, 530469, S1892F,

SH1GTE, 429582, GRO56E, 515837,

GD-T4s2

mitefe e ot oue wwiiEe Tetere o S
PRl AT ST R Ll WREA R PR |

5RE006G, 619173, SX004a3,
ASZEF1, AEBR2],
ASZA16,
aa0G02, A930AE,
SOEI3E,
$97F27T, 437200, 5313958, 865721,
537310,
ARDOTE,
558771,
Salda8s,
S00660,
545648, 553067, SALE69, STHIZS, SATI4AR, STIETS,
SEG3AE, 47457, 610123, ATATST, Gl0H45, 4ETEET,
560210, 830176, 476744, 634383, 564377,
558715, SH3ISSI, A506R0, 4052093, ATETEA,
4102558 v BOBEEE = -3 [aawss Sl e

Wi 2 —:F?mﬂ' i A
&3 THFE, aeia

581597,
S5ETED,
SI6221,

511521,
633738,
A54968
622714, §43731,
CRZR2T A4ATOSE, ATEELR,
S31ER4, 4470094, AREBET,
SSOORS_ 499774, SOOETE,
426930, 536477, ASEEID,
511815, 464831, %02111,
A723%3, BIATIZ, 511760,
&23457, 4131617, ST0374,
AATLIRG, SSEI08,
519200, 639684,
SETTES, A4RG2E, 436593
AJERE0, 51643, SO1437,

LaBsay,

et
]

{ETs CRTITST o)
=i (iranatE- )
TEry Aoy oy

AR AT
SN T, TR |




