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UN chief warns
of ‘nuclear
annihilation’

AFP, United Nations

UN head Antonio Guterres
has warned that a
misunderstanding  could
spark nuclear destruction
as the United States, Britain
and France urged Russia to
stop “its dangerous nuclear
rhetoric and behaviour.”

US President Joe Biden
said he is ready to pursue
a new nuclear arms deal
with Russia and called on
Moscow to act in good faith
as his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin said there
could be no winners in any
nuclear war.

Both leaders issued
written  Statements  as
diplomats gathered for a
month-long UN conference
to review the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

Citing Russia’s war with
Ukraine and tensions on
the Korean peninsula and
in the Middle East, Guterres
said he feared that crises
“with nuclear undertones”
could escalate.

“Today, humanity is just
one misunderstanding,
one miscalculation away
from nuclear annihilation,”
warned Guterres.

“We have been
extraordinarily lucky so far.
But luck is not a strategy,”
he added, calling on nations
to “put humanity on a new
path towards a world free
of nuclear weapons.”

In January, the five
permanent members of
the UN Security Council
-~ the United States, China,
Russia, Britain and France
- had pledged to prevent
the further dissemination
of nuclear weapons.

Pedestrians walk past a destroyed store in the city of Okhtyrka, Sumy region in Ukraine, on Monday, amid

the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
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GRAIN SHIPMENT FROM UKRAINE

First ship on track for arrival

Says Turkey; Ukraine starts evacuations from Donetsk

AGENCIES

The first shipment of grain to
leave Ukraine under a deal to
ease Russia’s naval blockade
was expected in Istanbul “after
midnight,” as Kyiv yesterday said it
had begun mandatory evacuations
from the war-torn Donetsk region.

The Sierra Leone-registered
ship, Razoni, set sail from Odessa
port for Lebanon Monday under
an accord brokered by Turkey
and the United Nations that it is
hoped will get millions of tonnes
of trapped Ukrainian produce to

world markets and curb a global
food crisis.

Turkey expects roughly one
grain ship to leave Ukrainian ports
cach day as long as the safe passage
agreement holds, a senior Turkish
official, who asked to remain
anonymous, said yesterday.

The ship had cautiously made
its way through a specially cleared
corridor in the mine-infested
waters of the Black Sea.

Kyiv says at least 16 more grain
ships are waiting to depart but
President  Volodymyr Zelensky
cautioned it was oo early to

celebrate.

The breakthrough pact signed
in July was the first significant
accord involving Ukraine and
Russia since Moscow invaded its
neighbour on February 24.

Yet Russia has continued to
pound cities and towns across
Ukraine’s sprawling front line.

Kyiv said it had started
mandatory evacuations from the
eastern region of Donetsk bearing
the brunt of the Russian offensive
after Zelensky urged the estimated
200,000 remaining residents to
leave.

India to extend
$100m line

of credit to
Maldives

AGENCIES

India and Maldives
yesterday inked Six
agreements (o expand

cooperation in a range
of areas including cyber
security, with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
announcing a $100 million
(£82  million) financial
aid to help the island-
nation complete certain
infrastructure projects.
After wide-ranging talks
with visiting Maldivian
president Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih, who is on
a 4-day visit, Modi also said
that India will provide 24
vehicles and a naval vessel
to the Maldivian security
forces, besides developing
police infrastructure in 61
islands in that country.

Russia’s FM to
visit Myanmar

AFP, Moscow

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov will travel
to Myanmar today for
meetings with the conflict-
wracked country’s junta
leaders, his ministry said.

As Moscow’s ties with
the West unravel over the
war in Ukraine, the Kremlin
is seeking to pivot the
country towards the Middle
East, Asia, and Africa.

Russian foreign ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said that defence
and security cooperation
would be on the agenda
among other topics.

Imran Khan’s PTI
accepted illegal
donations: Pak EC

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan’s ex-premier Imran Khan’s party accepted
millions of dollars in illegal funds from foreign
individuals and groups, the election commission
ruled yesterday. The case dates back to 2014 when
a disgruntled founding member of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) filed a case against his party
leadership accusing it of financial irregularities.
The FElection Commission Pakistan found that
Khan’s party concealed 16 bank accounts and
accepted donations from foreigners or foreign
groups based in Australia, Canada, the UAE and
the Cayman Islands. Pakistani law bars political
parties from receiving funds and donations from
foreign individuals and companies. Responding
to the decision, senior PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry
said the party had taken funds from “overseas
Pakistanis”, not foreign nationals. PTI has been
sent a notice to explain the prohibited funds, or it
can challenge the order in court. The commission
meanwhile could pursue confiscating the
prohibited funds, while the government could
take the case to the Supreme Court to ban Khan’s
PTI party.

[.anka brushes aside
Indian concerns on
Chinese ship

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka yesterday brushed aside Indian concerns
over a scheduled visit by a Chinese ship, saying it
was coming only to refuel and replenish supplies.
The research and survey ship Yuan Wang 5 is due
to dock in the Chinese-run Hambantota Port in
southern Sri Lanka on August 11. Indian media
reports said that New Delhi was worried the vessel
would be used to spy on its activities and that it had
lodged a complaint with Colombo. It is a dual-use
spy vessel, employed for space and satellite tracking
and with specific usage in intercontinental ballistic
missile launches, according to Indian broadcaster
CNN-Newsl8. A spokesman said that the Lankan
cabinet discussed the ship’s visit on Monday and
that it would still be allowed to dock.
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