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Get ready to

take to streets

Fakhrul tells BNP
leaders, activists

STAR REPORT

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir yesterday called upon leaders and
activists of BNP and its affiliated bodies to
get ready (o take to the streets.

“Nothing will happen if you (party men)
can’t take to the streets. Get ready. We will
oust this government from power and we
will establish a people’s government,” said
Fakhrul.

The BNP leader came up with the
directives while addressing a protest
rally in front of the National Press Club
this afternoon, protesting the killing of
Swechchasebak Dal leader Abdur Rahim
during a clash between police and BNP
men in Bhola, reports UNB.

At the time, when BNP men were
shouting “hartal, hartal!”, Fakhrul said
“Take to the streets first, then hartal.”

“They (ruling party) said that hurricane
lamps will be handed to BNP leaders. But
the time has come for you (AL) to put the
hurricane lamps in your hands. You (AL)
won’t get time to hold the hurricane lamps
and flee through the back door,” he said.

Post-deprived

BCL faction

calls ofl
protests at CU

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Chhatra League faction deprived of
posts in the new committee of Chittagong
University unit yesterday called off their
protests on the campus.

Delwar Hossain, leader of the faction
called Bijoy, announced withdrawal of
the blockade around 11:30am following
assurance from Deputy Minister of
Education Mahibul Hasan Chowdhury
Nowfel, campus sources said.

He said the main objective of their
demonstration was (o inform their leader
Nowfel of the matter.

Earlier in the day, Nowfel, in a Facebook
post, said, “Any activists of the organisation
can discuss with the leaders if there is any
demand regarding the post.

“But  destroying the  academic
atmosphere, vandalising, abduction or
issuing death threats cannot be the work
of an ideological activist of the BCL,” he
added.

On Sunday night, BCL central
committee announced a 375-member
full-fledged committee for CU after three
years.

Since then, the BCL group had been
protesting the move.

Although the fishing cat, an endangered species, is not particularly dangerous, the animals often fall prey to locals who fear
them a great deal. Many of their kind have been lost to other reasons as well, including the loss of habitat, shortage of food
and climate change. Thankfully at present, things are starting to change for the better as the authorities have started to take

prompt action to save the felines.

PHOTO: STAR

Fortune hinally
Iavours hishing cats

60 felines rescued, released in their natural habitat

MINTU DESHWARA

Due to various reasons including climate
change, environmental disasters, habitat
loss and food crisis, fishing cats often
come in contact with humans and are
caught near villages and settlements in
Sylhet division.

Earlier, the forest department used to
rescue these cats and release them into
various protected forests according to
conventional rules.

However, unable to adapt to the new
environment, the cats would suffer from
food shortages, resulting in their demise.

This situation has now changed for
the better.

Rescued fishing cats were released
in the places they were captured from.
Besides, locals were also informed about
it. In this way, 60 fishing cats, caught
in different places of Sylhet, have been
returned to their environment for almost
two years.

Shamsul Haque, joint convener of
Lawachhara Bon o Jiboboichitro Rokkha
Andolan, said the cats are caught in man-
made traps in fish and poultry farms, and
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houses during the felines’ search for food.
Locals kill them out of fear.

“However, awareness campaigns by
public and private organisations over
the years have reduced these acts of
violence,” he added.

Many news pieces
call the cats “tigers”,
which spread
misunderstanding
and fear among
people. So, the
authorities are trying
to raise awareness in
this regard.

REZAUL KARIM CHOWDHURY
Divisional forest officer of Sylhet

According to the Wildlife
Management and Nature Conservation
Division, 67 cats were rescued from
different places in Sylhet from July
2020 to June 2022. Seven of them died.
The 60 survivors were released into the

places where they were rescued from. Of
these, 26 were cubs.

Muntasir Akash, a lecturer of Dhaka
University’s zoology department, said,
“According to our information, a total
of 377 people and fishing cats had
confrontations in Bangladesh [from
2016 to 2021]; 180 fishing cats were killed
in those confrontations. However, more
deaths are reported in Moulvibazar,
Habiganj, Natore, Magura, and Faridpur.
We're researching the reasons for their
death at the moment.”

He added that the animals are unique
creatures. They are synonymous with
wetlands. Weighing a maximum of 15 kg,
these small animals are slightly bigger
than domestic cats with a robust palate
for fish.

“This is why the rapid destruction
of wetlands is a major threat to their
species. As a result of this destruction,
they're compelled to catch fish from
farms,” he said further.

“Fishing cats are an endangered
species worldwide. The International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
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From cannabis

to synthetics,
he has it all!

Rab arrests man with kush,
other drugs and Tk 3cr

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rab yesterday seized “kush”, a new type of drug in the
country, while arresting its producer.

The Rab team also seized some other drugs including
ecstasy or molly, fentanyl, hemp and Adderall and local
and foreign currencies worth around Tk 3 crore from the
arrestee.

Upon information, Rab members raided a Gulshan
residence yesterday and arrested Onaisi.

Later, they raided a place in Mohammadpur following
information gained from the arrestee and scized the
drugs, said Commander Khandaker Al Moin, director of
Rab’s legal and media wing, at a briefing.

Onaisi was using heat control methods in his
Mohammadpur den to cultivate kush plants - a type of
cannabis -- after collecting its seeds from abroad. He has
already produced 300 to 400 grammes of kush, which
cost him around Tk 2 lakh, said Moin.

Onaisi sold per 100 grammes at Tk 1 lakh and had plans
to start exporting the drug as well, he added.

The Rab official also said Onaisi admitted to bringing
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[llegal auto-rickshaw
stand a menace to
MMCH patients

A T eX

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Adjacent to Mymensingh Medical College Hospital
(MMCH), an illegal auto-rickshaw stand has been
set up, causing gridlock outside the medical
facility.

More than 100 three-wheelers use the stand
located in the city’s Charpara intersection, the
main entrance to and from Dhaka and other
destinations. As a result, vehicles are often forced
to ply a single lane.

Despite the presence of traffic officials in the
area, commuters said auto-rickshaw drivers
continue (o park on the main road, leading to the
congestion. Locals said the “illegal auto-stand”
has been here for over 20 years.

Long tailbacks caused by the auto-stand has
become a menace for hundreds of patients and
their attendants, especially those in critical
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Two separate cases were
filed yesterday over the
attack on two students
of Sylhet MAG Osmani
Medical College Hospital
and harassment of an
intern doctor.
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Mohid Hasan Rabi
and FEhsan Ahmed, &

who were detained on A -
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Monday night, were sent
to jail yesterday, after
police showed them
arrested in the attack
case, said Mohammad
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Ali Mahmud. [
Meanwhile, after da

meeting college and

hospital authorities,

local administration,

police and political

leaders, medical

students and intern
doctors have announced
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