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“Successful person with 
autism” from Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. 
Her paintings were also 
selected for the prime 
minister’s Eid greeting 
cards.

Ishaba and a group 
of children with ASD 
participated in the Autistic 
Talent Gala, Hong Kong in 
2019, and the team won 
awards in three categories.

According to Md 
Amir Hossain, senior 
programme specialist of 
PFDA-VTC, more than 
100 PFDA graduates who 
have neurodevelopmental 
disabilities are now 
working in different 
organisations. Around 30 
graduates are running their 
own businesses, or working 
from home due to lack of a 
proper atmosphere.

For admission at PFDA, 
the admission team 
interviews the child and 
family members to collect 
relevant data on the 
candidate.

Then the pre-admission 
team observes the potential 
student to develop a 
personalised training 
plan. The data is handled 
through a customised 

software called “CUMO”.
The team also suggests 

necessary therapy, 
vocational trades, and 
co-curricular activities 
for each student’s 
development. Finally, the 
candidate is admitted to 
either PFDA’s pre-vocation 
or vocation section.

Danny said most of these 
children remain confined 
to their home after being 
rejected from schools or 
after completing primary 
education.

“I’ve seen that all 
these children have 
tremendous potential and 
a drive to learn. We strive to 
recognise their talents and 
design teaching-learning 
methods according to their 
strengths and needs.”

“When we introduced 
this method in Bangladesh, 
most people told me 
that this wouldn’t work. 
However, I didn’t give 
up, and I believe that the 
decision I took in 2014 was 
right,” she added.

Since the establishment 
of PFDA-VTC, Danny, 
however, has been fighting 
countless obstacles 
centring around stigma 
and lack of financial 
support.

Lots of discriminatory 
and negative attitudes 
exist in our society against 
persons with disabilities. 
“Such a negative mindset 
creates insurmountable 
obstacles for us when we 
want to collect funds, 
resources, and support for 
this institution. We have 
to procure different types 
of expensive teaching-
learning equipment for 
our students. Funding 
crisis remains a constant 
challenge,” she said.

A determined Danny 
now dreams of extending 
PFDA’s services to 
all over the country, 
accessible for people 
from all socioeconomic 
backgrounds.

Post-deprived
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In the morning, around 
50 leaders and activists 
gathered at Zero Point and 
protested.

Agitated leaders and 
activists vandalised at 
least 40 rooms of the five 
residential halls, said their 
residents. 

Shahidul Islam, assistant 
proctor of the university, 
said, “We are trying to 
bring the situation under 
control.”

Fifteen injured
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While some villagers 
claimed that Lazmikanta’s 
supporters launched the 
attack, other victims said 
they could not identify the 
attackers.

“The attackers hit on 
my head with a stick from 
behind. I could not see 
them as they ran away 
quickly,” said Sunil Mandol, 
a resident of the attacked 
neighbourhood. 

However, another 
victim Bharat Mandal 
claimed, “We could identify 
the attackers from our 
neighbouring village. They 
were hired by Laxmikanta.”

Contacted, Ratan Kundu 
made the same allegations. 

This correspondent 
could not reach 
Laxmikanta over the phone 
despite repeated attempts.

However, Sreekatna 
Mandol, Laxmikanta’s 
supporter, denied the 
allegations.

Shailkupa Police 
Station’s Officer-in-Charge 
Aminul Islam said no one 
filed any case in connection 
with the violence till 
yesterday evening. 

Police have been 
deployed in the area to 
avert further violence, he 
added.

Air passenger traffic dips
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to the previous Tk 4,500 
to Tk 5,000 airfares.US-
Bangla Airlines General 
Manager (Public Relations) 
Kamrul Islam said the 
number of passengers 
on Barishal and Jashore 
routes have decreased 
following the inauguration 
of Padma Bridge. He, 
however, said the months 
of June-July are considered 
an off-season for air travel 
and travellers are enjoying 
using the recently opened 
Padma Bridge, as it save 

them both time and money.
Meanwhile, sources 

in the US-Bangla said 
one-third of their flights 
remain empty after the 
inauguration of the Padma 
bridge. 

Kamrul said they are still 
operating six daily flights 
to Jashore and two daily 
flights to Barishal. 

Rezaul Islam, an 
employee of a private 
company, told this 
newspaper that before 
the opening of Padma 
Bridge, he used to travel to 

Barishal by air to save time 
as it took more than nine to 
ten hours by road to reach 
there. “But now I can travel 
to Barishal by road within 
three hours from Dhaka,” 
he added.

Monirul Islam, another 
private service holder who 
also used to fly to Barishal 
regularly, said, “It takes 
three or four hours to travel 
by bus, but we can start the 
journey immediately after 
work instead of waiting 
for a flight. This saves both 
time and money.”

Khulna footpaths
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KCC estate officer 
Nuruzzaman Talukder 
denied the allegation of 
receiving money from shop 
owners. According to KCC, 
there are around 10,000 
to 15,000 vendors who 
maintain their livelihood 
through makeshift shops 
on footpaths and streets.

MDA Babul Rana, 
general secretary of Awami 
League’s Khulna city unit, 
also denied the allegation. 

Mayor Talukder Abdul 
Khaleque said they often 
evict occupiers but they 
come back as political 
leaders harbour them. “A 
plan is underway to build a 
separate market for them.”

Students protest against AL
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“The construction work 
stopped as per order from 
the local administration. I 
did not misbehave with the 
teachers,” Sun claimed.

“The headteacher is 

bringing false allegations 
against me even though I 
have the best interest of the 
school in mind,” he added. 

Headteacher Azibor 
Rahman said, “I have no 
personal enmity with him. 

I just want to keep the 
school property intact.”

“I have already submitted 
a complaint to the Pabna 
deputy commissioner’s 
office to save the school 
land,” he added.
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Death anniv 
of Abu Sayeed 
Chowdhury
CITY DESK

Today is the 
34th death 
anniversary 
of Justice 
Abu Sayeed 
Chowdhury, 
f o r m e r 
president of Bangladesh. 
On the occasion, a 
qurankhwani and milad 
mahfil will be held at 
Nagbari Jame Mosque in 
Tangail, says a press release.

Justice Chowdhury 
resigned as vice chancellor 
of DU on March 15, 1971 
protesting killings of two 
students by Pakistan army.

He later played a 
significant role in 
mobilising world opinion 
for the cause of Bangladesh 
as special envoy of the 
provisional government.

In 1985, he was elected 
chairman of the UN Human 
Rights Commission. He 
authored five books, on the 
Liberation War, law and 
human rights.

US policy
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other technical support, 
which played a critical role 
in tackling the Covid-19 
pandemic in the country 
and has become a role 
model for others to follow.

“The US wants to 
showcase the success of 
Bangladesh in a future 
global event,” a diplomatic 
source told The Daily Star 
last night.


