INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA MONDAY AUGUST 1, 2022
SRABAN 17, 1429 BS

@he Baily Star

There’s already
a governmental
decision about
obligatory
evacuation
from Donetsk
region.
Please, follow
evacuation.
At this phase
of the war,
terror is a main
weapon of
Russia.... The
more people
who leave
Donetsk region
now, the fewer
people the
Russian army
will kill.

Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr
Zelensky

CRISIS IN SRI LANKA

President
seeks unity
government

AFP, Colombo
Sri Lanka’s new president Ranil
Wickremesinghe has formally

invited MPs to join an all-party unity
government to revive the bankrupt
economy by undertaking painful
reforms, his office said yesterday.
Wickremesinghe took office earlier
this month after public anger over
the island nation’s worst economic
crisis forced his predecessor Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to flee the country and quit.
“I would like to get all the parties
together and go on thatjourney as well
as to form an all-party government,”
Wickremesinghe was quoted as

telling in a meeting Saturday with the
influential monks of the Temple of the
Tooth in Kandy.

He has written to all lawmakers
asking

them to join a unity

= ey

government.

A former opposition  MP,
Wickremesinghe, 73, took up the
premiership for the sixth time in
May after Rajapaksa’s elder brother
Mahinda resigned.

Wickremesinghe went onto become
the president after Gotabaya escaped
on July 9 when tens of thousands of
protesters angry at the economic crisis
stormed the presidential palace.

Sri Lanka’s 22 million people have
endured months of lengthy blackouts,
record inflation and shortages of food,
fuel and medicines. Since late last year,
the country has run out of foreign
exchange to finance even the most
essential imports. In April, Sri Lanka
defaulted on its $51 billion foreign
debt and opened bailout talks with the
International Monetary Fund.

Wickremesinghe told monks that
the economy would decline further this
year with a contraction of 7.0 percent,
but expected a recovery next year.

Russian warships sail during a parade marking Navy Day in Baltiysk in the Kaliningrad region, Russia, yesterday.
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Pelosi begins Asia tour

No mention of Taiwan in her tour schedule amid China’s repeated warnings

REUTERS, Beijing

US House of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi starts a tour of four Asian
countries yesterday, her office said,
without mentioning Taiwan amid intense
speculation she might visit the self-ruled
island claimed by China.

“Speaker Nancy Pelosi is leading a
Congressional delegation to the Indo-
Pacific region, including visits to Singapore,
Malaysia, South Korea and Japan,” her
office said in a press release.

The release said the visit would include
those countries, but did not specily
whether Pelosi, who is number 3 in the
line of presidential succession, might make
other stops.

Gregory Meeks, chair of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, was among the
delegation listed.

China views visits by US officials to
Taiwan as sending an encouraging signal
to the pro-independence camp in the

diplomatic ties with Taiwan but is bound by
law to provide the island with the means to
defend itself.

A visit by Pelosi would be a dramatic,
though not unprecedented, show of US
support for Taiwan. Republican Newt
Gingrich was the last House speaker to visit
Taiwan in 1997.

President Xi Jinping warned his US
counterpart Joe Biden on Thursday that
Washington should abide by the one-China
principle and “those who play with fire will
perish by it”.

Jinke was quoted by state media yesterday
as saying that Beijing would “resolutely
safeguard national sovereignty and
territorial integrity”.

Shen said at a military airshow that
the air force has many types of fighter jets
capable of circling “the precious island of
our motherland”, referring to Taiwan.

A comment by a People’s Liberation
Army unit on Weibo, China’s Twitter-like
social media, on Friday - “Prepare for war!” -
received 1.87 million thumbs-ups.

As a US aircraft carrier USS Ronald
Reagan and its strike group returned to
the South China Sea by Thursday, Chinese
military ramped up exercises in the vicinity.

On Saturday, Chinese military held
live-firing drills in the waters off Fujian
province, over a 100 kilometres away from
Taiwan, according to local authorities.

Chinese coast guard will hold an
exercise in the South China Sea off
Guangzhou province today, according
to another notice by the Maritime Safety

NEW RUSSIAN NAVAL DOCTRINE
US dominance,
Nato’s expansion
‘main threats’

AFP, Saint Petersburg

The United States’ quest to dominate the oceans
and Nato’s expansion are the biggest threats facing
Russia, according to a new Russian naval doctrine
signed by President Vladimir Putin yesterday. The
55-page document said the “main challenges and
threats” to national security and development were
Washington’s “strategic objective to dominate the
world’s oceans” and Nato military infrastructure
moving towards Russia’s borders. The doctrine
said Moscow will seek to strengthen its leading
position in exploring the Arctic and its mineral
resources and maintain “strategic stability” there
by bolstering the potential of the northern and
Pacific fleets. It also mentioned Russia’s desire to
develop a “safe and competitive” sea route from
Europe to Asia, known as the Northeast Passage,
via the country’s Arctic coastline and ensure it
worked throughout the year. “Today’s Russia
cannot exist without a strong fleet... and will
defend its interests in the world’s oceans firmly
and with resolution,” the doctrine added.

Biden again tests
positive for Covid

AFP, Washington
US President Joe Biden tested positive for Covid-19
again on Saturday in what the White House
doctor described as a “rebound” case seen in a
small percentage of patients who take the
antiviral drug Paxlovid. Biden, 79, who

emerged from Covid isolation on
Wednesday after testing positive
on July 21, said he was feeling
fine. He will now return to strict
isolation and will cancel planned
trips to his home in Wilmington
and work trip in Michigan, the
White House said. Biden held
public events on Wednesday and
Thursday, but none on Friday. Biden’s

positive test is believed to be a “rebound”
experienced by some COVID patients who take
the anti-viral drug Paxlovid, according to White
House physician Dr. Kevin O’Connor. Paxlovid is
an antiviral medication from Pfizer Inc PFE.N that
is used (o treat high-risk patients, such as older

island. Washington does not have official Chinese air force spokesman Shen Administration. patients.
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Firefighters stand on a rooftop of a house after a small aircraft crashed onto it, in Hoefen, near Reutte, Austria, iadartpur
PHOTO: AFP G188 Emak: en_madgfeedmo gov. i

yesterday. Two injured people were recovered from the accident site.




