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Forever behind the scenes
FROM PAGE 3

In his speech, Prof Syed 
Mohammad Shahed, 
vice chancellor of Tagore 
University of Creative Arts, 
said to some extent the 
nation’s cultural identity 
during the pre-Liberation 
War time was even brighter 

than its political identity.
“The demise of a 

personality like Abul 
Hasnat has made the nation 
gradually lose its cultural 
and literary legacy,” said 
Prof Shahed. 

Eminent academic Prof 
Syed Manzoorul Islam 

said Abul Hasnat lived 
many lives and by working 
behind the scene he helped 
flourish many literary 
talents.

Abul Hasnat’s wife and 
President of Bangladesh 
Nari Sangbadik Kendra 
Nasimun Ara Huq Minu 

urged everyone to work for 
upholding Hasnat’s legacy.

Moderating the event, 
Bengal Foundation 
Director General Luva 
Nahid Chowdhury said they 
will continue to arrange 
the memorial lecture in 
future.

Customers demand
FROM PAGE 5

remaining Tk 258 crore is 
over, but the Alesha Mart 
chairman did not take 
any initiative to replace 
invalid cheques, informed 
Abdullah. 

Earlier on January 31, 
Bangladesh Competition 
Commission filed a case 
against Alesha Mart 
for creating uneven 
competition in the 
market by offering unfair 
discounts.

The case was lodged 
under the Competition 
Act, 2012, which states 
that no business enterprise 
can abuse its dominant 
position.

The commission had 
filed a complaint against 
the e-commerce firm on its 
own in November last year.

According to the 
lawsuit, Alesha Mart sold 
Bajaj Pulsar motorbikes at 

a price that was 35 percent 
lower than the market 
value in June 2021.

Alesha Mart destabilised 
both the online and offline 
motorcycle market in 
Bangladesh through the 
discounted price, which is 
illegal and contrary to the 
law, the commission said in 
the lawsuit.

After the lawsuit’s filing, 
Alesha Mart Chairman Md 
Monzur Alam Sikder said 
he did not know anything 
about the case, but the firm 
owes refunds to 6,500 to 
7,000 customers in terms 
of undelivered goods and 
refunds. 

“I urge everyone to be 
patient. Alesha Mart is 
not going anywhere, and 
neither am I. All of you 
will get your money back,” 
he said in a video message 
on the company’s verified 
Facebook page at that time. 

Roni protests
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yesterday afternoon to raise 
awareness among people. 

He told reporters that his 
experience with Rajshahi 
railway officials was 
positively different from 
their colleagues in Dhaka. 
After the demonstration, 
he left Rajshahi by Padma 

Express.
Roni also said he 

opened a Facebook page 
where anyone can raise 
a complaint with valid 
documents and evidence. 

Stern programmes will 
be held against corrupt 
railway officials based on 
the complaints, he added.  

Amit Habib laid
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Desh Rupantor’s office 
premises in the capital’s 
Banglamotor around 
10:20am. 

Amit Habib passed away 
on Thursday night while 
undergoing treatment at 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Neurosciences and Hospital 
at the age of 59. He suffered 
from a massive brain stroke 
while working at his office 
on July 21.

Born in Jhenidah’s 
Moheshpur upazila on 
October 23, 1963, Amit 
Habib joined Khabar 

Group of Publications as a 
reporter and sub-editor in 
1987.

He then joined weekly 
Purbabhash as a sub-editor.

Amit’s career in daily 
newspapers started in 1991 
when he joined Bangla 
daily Ajker Kagoj as a 
senior sub-editor, before 
switching to Bhorer Kagoj 
the following year.

At the popular 
newspaper, he was 
promoted to joint news 
editor within a very short 
time before eventually 
becoming the news editor.

In 2003, he joined the 
daily Jai Jai Din as chief 
news editor.

In 2007, Amit moved to 
Beijing to work with China 
Radio International as an 
expert, eventually leaving 
the job to return home and 
work for local print media.

He joined Samakal 
in 2008. In 2009, he 
joined Kaler Kontho as 
the executive editor and 
worked there till 2013 as an 
advisory editor. He joined 
Desh Rupantor as its editor 
in 2018. 

Stop deaths 
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Besides, a memorial for all 
those killed on road was 
erected at the site of their 
deaths near MES bus stand 
yesterday. Shahidul Islam, 
central joint convenor of 
Nirapad Sarak Andolon 
(NISA), said during this 
time in 2018, they started 
the movement with a nine-
point demand, which has 
not been implemented 
even after four years. 

“A student was killed in 
the capital’s Gulistan area 
on Thursday after being 
hit by a police wrecker. If a 
student is killed by a vehicle 
of police, whose duty is to 

protect the citizens, then 
who will they seek justice 
from?” he asked.

He also said that no more 
students would have died 
on roads if the government 
were more serious about 
the issue.

Neepa Wahid, a parent 
who took part in the 
demonstration, said, “As a 
parent, if I do not join this 
movement for my child’s 
rightful demands, then 
the common people will 
not be aware, and death 
on the roads will not stop. 
Besides, we have to make 
our children aware about 
safe roads.” 

Bangladesh likely to keep attracting
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to help US companies 
make informed decisions 
about doing business in 
Bangladesh and 160 other 
countries. It noted that 
Bangladesh’s major export 
is from the RMG industry, 
which exported $35.81 
billion of apparel products, 
and remittance inflows 
reached a record $24.77 
billion in fiscal 2021-22.

Bangladesh government 
actively seeks foreign 
investment and offers 
a range of investment 
incentives under its 
industrial policy and 
export-oriented growth 
strategy, with few formal 
distinctions between 
foreign and domestic 
private investors.

Bangladesh’s Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) 
stock was $20.87 billion 
till the end of September 
2021, with the US being the 
top investing country with 
$4.1 billion in accumulated 
investments.  

The report said 
Bangladesh has made 
gradual progress in 
reducing some constraints 
on investment -- 
including taking steps 

to better ensure reliable 
electricity, but inadequate 
infrastructure, limited 
financing instruments, 
bureaucratic delays, lax 
enforcement of labour 
laws -- and corruption 
continues to hinder foreign 
investment.  

Government efforts 
to improve the business 
environment in recent 
years show promise but 
implementation has yet to 
materialise.  Slow adoption 
of alternative dispute 
resolution mechanisms 
and sluggish judicial 
processes impede the 
enforcement of contracts 
and the resolution of 
business disputes.

As a traditionally 
moderate, secular, 
peaceful, and stable 
country, Bangladesh 
experienced a decrease in 
terrorist activity in recent 
years, accompanied by 
an increase in terrorism-
related investigations and 
arrests following the Holey 
Artisan Bakery terrorist 
attack in 2016. 

A December 2018 
national election was 
marred by irregularities, 
violence, and intimidation, 

said the report. This 
allowed the government 
to adopt legislation and 
policies diminishing 
space for the political 
opposition, undermining 
judicial independence, and 
threatening freedom of the 
media and NGOs. 

With unprecedented 
support from the 
international community 
and the private sector, 
Bangladesh’s garment 
sector has made significant 
progress on fire and 
structural safety. Yet, 
international retail brands 
and the international 
community continue 
to press Bangladesh to 
meaningfully address 
worker rights and factory 
safety problems.

“Critical work remains 
on safeguarding workers’ 
rights to freely associate 
and bargain collectively, 
including in Export 
Processing Zones,” it 
stated. 

On market challenges, 
the US report said 
investment climate 
constraints, deficiencies in 
energy and transportation 
infrastructure, and 
an opaque regulatory 

environment have 
prevented Bangladesh from 
achieving higher growth.

Electricity generation 
capacity has grown 
significantly over the last 
decade, but transmission 
and distribution systems 
need additional work 
to ensure more reliable 
and inclusive access to 
electricity.  Corruption is 
also widely perceived to 
be endemic at all levels 
of society, discouraging 
investments and inhibiting 
economic growth, the 
report added. 

It said although 
extremist attacks remain 
a concern for the country, 
relatively high and steady 
GDP growth over the last 
decade has shown the 
resilience of Bangladesh’s 
economy in weathering 
these challenges.

The report said 
economic weaknesses also 
include an undeveloped 
and undercapitalised 
financial sector, an 
inefficient and chronically 
loss-making public sector, 
and a decision-averse 
bureaucracy that often 
resists measures to improve 
the business climate.

Forest officials
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“The government upped 
the punishment for tiger 
killing and poaching -- from 
two years’ imprisonment to 
seven years’, and from Tk 1 
lakh monetary fine to Tk 10 
lakh. It declared 52 percent 
territories of Sundarbans 
as protected areas. The 
department initiated smart 
patrolling and formed 49 
village tiger response teams 
to reduce tiger-human 
conflict,” he said.

Eminent zoologist 
Monirul H Khan, professor 
of zoology at Jahangirnagar 
University, said globally, 
the tiger population saw 
an upward trend. He said 
the majestic feline has gone 
extinct in three countries 
including Laos, Cambodia 

and Vietnam, with Malaysia 
losing 80 percent of its 
tiger population. “In our 
estimates, Sundarbans can 
accommodate around 200 
tigers, given the availability 
of prey.” Referring to the 
poaching, he said 80 
percent of poaching goes 
unreported in Sundarbans.

Lawmaker Begum 
Habibun Nahar, special 
guest of the programme, 
said some people are 
driven by greed to poach 
tigers. The commoners 
don’t usually kill tigers. She 
urged officials to work on 
changing the mindset of 
people living in the vicinity 
of Sundarbans.

Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change Minister 
Shahab Uddin said once 

upon a time, Bangladesh 
had tigers in various 
regions. But over time, the 
animals have disappeared 
except Sundarbans.

“The existence of tigers 
would make the forest 
safer, as people won’t 
dare to encroach the 
forest. We have to think 
about reintroducing or 
translocating tigers in 
other areas of the country,” 
he said. More programmes 
marking the day were 
held in Khulna division. 
East and west zones of 
Sundarbans’ Divisional 
Forest Office organised 
events to celebrate World 
Tiger Day.

Shamnagar upazila 
administration and Forest 
Department jointly held 

an awareness programme, 
where speakers 
underscored the need to 
protect Sundarbans for 
its role in biodiversity and 
protecting coastal areas 
from cyclones.

The number of Royal 
Bengal tigers surviving in 
their natural habitat on 
Sundarbans’ Bangladesh 
side is currently 114.

The Sundarbans once 
had the largest number 
of tigers in the world in 
a single place. However, 
due to deforestation 
and poaching, these 
majestic wild cats have 
been identified as an 
“endangered” species.

Our Satkhira and 
Bagerhat correspondent 
contributed to this report

A ray of hope
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families, the system is 
inadequate. 

In foreign countries, city 
corporations pump out 
sewage water from soak 
pits and into treatment 
plants twice a week. They 
then release the water after 
treatment. But in Dhaka, 
there is no such system.

“Before taking steps, 
city corporations and Wasa 
will have to develop this 
system first. And for this, 
they will have to set up 
sewage-treatment plants at 
different locations,” Habib 
said.

ARITHMETIC COMPETITON

200 winners 

announced
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two hundred participants among the 1,800 children 
from different schools in the country have won the 
14th National Level Abacus & Mental Arithmetic 
competition 2022.

Participants had to solve 70 math problems within 
five minutes in the day-long competition held at the 
Bashundhara International Convention City (ICCB), 
reads a press release.
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Khaleda’s appeals
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election, as she has 
been convicted in two 
corruption cases.

If her convictions are not 
scrapped by the Supreme 
Court, she will not be 

able to contest in the next 
elections as per article 66(2)
(d) of the constitution, he 
said. Khurshid also said 
they (ACC lawyers) are 
ready to place arguments 
against the appeals.

Feb 8, 2017: Khaleda sentenced to 5yrs’ jail in Orphanage Trust 
graft case

Oct 29, 2018: sentenced to 7yrs’ jail in Charitable Trust graft case

Oct 30, 2018: punishment in orphanage case enhanced to 10yrs

Nov 18, 2018: appeal filed challenging charitable trust case 
verdict

Mar 14, 2019: petition filed challenging punishment 
enhancement

Apr 30, 2019: HC accepts appeal for charitable trust case

Mar 25, 2020: Khaleda leaves jail, after govt suspends sentence


