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Three killed,
one hurt in
road accidents

STAR REPORT

Three people were Kkilled
and another was injured
in road accidents in two
districts during the last two
days, said reports from our
correspondents.

In  Gopalganj, two
motorcyclists were killed
and their co-rider was
injured when a truck,
microbus and their
motorbike  collided in
Gopalpur  Bazar  area
under Kashiani upazila on
Wednesday night.

The  deceased were
identified as Maruf Mollah
(18), son of Raidul Mollah;
and Mafij Mollah (17), son
of Rowshan Mollah from
Khagail village in Sadar
upazila of the district, said
police.

Md Sirajul Islam, sub
inspector of Bhatiapara
Highway Police Outpost,
said the injured was
taken to Gopalganj Sadar
Hospital.

In  Mymensingh, a
worker was Kkilled as a
bus hit him on Dhaka-
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Concerted
effort is the key

Says planning
minister on child
development at
book launching
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Planning Minister MA
Mannan yesterday said
many areas regarding
child development require
concerted efforts.

He made the remarks
during  the  unveiling
ceremony of “50 Years of
Bangladesh for Children”,
a book compiling 15 pieces
by eminent figures of the
country on the overall
picture of children in
Bangladesh in the past 50
years, at a programme in
Dhaka.

The book is
published by
Children and
Prokashon.

Apart from some
study-based articles, the
book includes writings
that reflect the authors’
experience of fieldwork,
present realities of the lives
of the country’s children,
and steps (o overcome
existing barriers in child

jointly
Save the
Prothoma

development.
The book also
highlights alternative

ideas to prevent violence
against children and other
issues like protecting the
child’s  health, future,
development,  prospects,
challenges, and safety have
also come up.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Youths take part in a fun game of diving from a cement-carrying trawler in Turag river. Although it seems to be a positive scene of
enjoyment, the risk of drowning or getting hurt in a minute’s lapse of judgment remains. This photo was taken in Bosila area recently.
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‘Please don’t write about us,
we still have to live here’

Victims of Narail mayhem tell civil soc1ety members

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, back from
Narail

“It was a whimsical attack. The
situation is normal now. Everyone
lives here in a friendly atmosphere
and harmony,” said seniors of the
Hindu community at Sahapara
village of Narail district.

They talked Lo this
correspondent before members
of the civil society visited the
village after the communal attack
carried out on July 15.

When the  conversation
between civil society
representatives and leaders of
the Hindu community turned
to the identities and motives of
the attackers, the latter seemed
hesitant. “Please don’t write
anything that raises enmity. You
will go back to Dhaka but we have
to live here. And we want to live in
peace,” they said.

During his visit to the village
on Tuesday, this correspondent
saw the hint of fear and anxiety
still looming over the faces of
Sahapara residents.

Though several police officers
were guarding them round the
clock in different points of the
village, the sense of security
seemed completely shattered.
The trauma was more evident
than ever.

A 50-year-old Hindu woman
living near Sahapara’s Gobinda
Temple claimed that life in their
village was turning towards

g_,,,a.. ‘lﬁ;

Burnt belongings inside a house. Even the tin roof got charred after
the home was set on fire by a mob.

normalcy with each passing day.

However, when asked about the
whereabouts of her daughters,
she replied that her daughters,
along with a son-in-law, have not
yet returned from their relative’s
house in another village since the
night of the attack.

Residents of the locality said
elders of the attacked families
returned to the village one or two
days after the incident.

However, the younger
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members are still staying out
of the village in fear of another
attack. Many of them refused
to disclose their names while
sharing their experiences.

The mob attacking the village
said their religious sentiments
were hurt by a Facebook post
allegedly made by Akash Saha -
an 18-year-old college student of
the village.

This correspondent went to
visit Akash’s house but saw it

abandoned.

His father, mother and younger
brother did not return home after
the attack, said a relative from the
house next door.

Of the nine arrestees accused
of the attack, three were from
nearby Kumri village and one is
from Talmaria.

Asked, UNO Md Azgar Ali said
a meeting is being organised to
be joined by people of all faiths
soon.

Prof Sadika Halim of Dhaka
University, one of the members of
the civil society entourage, asked
the authorities to ensure a safe
and peaceful environment in the
area during the upcoming Durga
Puja.

Other members of the
entourage  were Samakal’s
advisory editor Abu Sayed Khan,
DU faculty member Khairul
Chowdhury, Nagorik Uddyog’s
Chief Executive Zakir Hossain,
Sammilita Samajik  Andolan
Secretary Saleh Ahmed, Dipayan
Khisa and Journalist Nazrul
Kabir.

On July 15, Hindu households
came under attack in Sahapara
village of Narail's ILohagara
upazila. At least 11 homes, five
temples and around 20 shops
were vandalised or burnt down.

Later, police filed a case
accusing some 200 to 250
unnamed attackers but could
only arrest eight of them till
yesterday.

LIQUOR SEIZURE
Customs oflicial
‘threatened
from abroad’

FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN, Ctg

An oflicial of Chattogram Custom House has reportedly
received a death threat from abroad, after he disclosed
information about seized liquor consignments, which
were illegally imported using false declaration.

The consignments were seized by customs officials and
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) on July 22 in Narayanganj.

Assistant Revenue Officer (ARO) Rashedur Rahman
lodged a general diary (GD), seeking security, with the
port city’s EPZ police station on July 24, after informing
the matter to his higher authority. He is attached to
Chattogram Export Processing Zone customs station.

Talking to The Daily Star, ARO Rashedur said, “After
verifying the information, I had shared it with my senior
officials, and they blocked the consignments with the help
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DELWAR MURDER IN GAZIPUR
Family rejects
probe report

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The family hasrejected the probe report submitted
by police in connection with the case filed over
the killing of Gazipur City Corporation’s former
executive engineer Delwar Hossain.

Khodeja Akhter, Delwar’s wife, on Wednesday
filed an application with a Dhaka court, seeking
for further investigation into the case.

Khodeja said the IO pressed charges against
three people, including one of her husband’s
colleagues, without finding out the masterminds.

She also claimed the IO did not probe the case
properly.

Judge (in charge) Bilkis Akhter of the Fourth
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Shahed gets
permanent bail
in gralt case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday granted permanent bail
to Regent Hospital Chairman Mohammad Shahed
in a corruption case filed on charge of embezzling
Tk 2 crore from Padma Bank (formerly Farmers
Bank) in the name of purchasing an MRI machine.

The ACC filed the case with its Dhaka office on
July 27, 2020 against Shahed, Mahbubul Haque
Chisty, former chairman of the bank’s audit
committee, managing director of Regent Hospital
Ibrahim Khalil; and Mahbubul Haque Chisty’s son
Rashedul Haque Chisty.

Yesterday, the HC bench of Justice SM Kuddus
Zaman and Justice KM Zahid Sarwar Kazal
delivered the verdict after holding hearing on a
petition filed by Shahed. He cannot get released
from jail as he is arrested in other criminal cases.
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