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Customs official
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of law enforcing agencies.”
“On the morning of 

July 23, I received a call on 
Whatsapp, probably from a 
US number, and was hurled 
with abusive words. The 
man introduced himself 
as Raihan and asked why I 
revealed the information,” 
he said.

“Later, he threatened 
me with dire consequences 
and disconnected the call,” 
he added. Police have been 
investigating the incident 
based on his information.

Confirming the GD, 
Kabirul Islam, officer-
in-charge of EPZ police 
station, told The Daily Star, 
“A customs official lodged 
a GD, and we are looking 
into the matter. 

After investigation, we 
will be able to say what 
exactly happened and who 

are the perpetrators.”
Sub-inspector Rana 

Pratap of the station has 
been looking into the GD, 
he added.

Rab-11 has already 
arrested three persons 
in connection with the 
smuggling. Officials said 
two persons who are 
directly involved with the 
syndicate managed to flee 
to Dubai soon after the 
arrest.

Asked how the caller 
knew Rashedur passed 
the information within a 
few hours of the seizure, 
he said, “I don’t know. As 
police are investigating, I 
cannot tell you in detail.”

Interestingly, on the 
day of the GD’s filing, one 
container carrying a huge 
amount of liquor was 
discovered at Chittagong 
port. 

The following day, two 
more containers were 
found filled with liquor. 
All of them were imported 
using false declaration.

KCC budget 
for this fiscal 
Tk 861cr 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Khulna

Khulna City Corporation 
(KCC) yesterday announced 
a budget of Tk 861.06 crore 
for fiscal 2022-23. 

Mayor Talukder Abdul 
Khaleque stated the 
budget at the corporation’s 
Shaheed Altaf Auditorium. 

No new tax will be 
imposed on city dwellers.

In the proposed budget, 
revenue expenditure 
has been estimated 
to be Tk 192.11 crore, 
and expenditure in the 
development sector is Tk 
668.94 crore. In fiscal 2021-
22, the target budget was 
Tk 608.02 crore. In the 
revised budget, the amount 
stood at Tk 450.68 crore.

The mayor emphasised 
development of roads, 
drainage and waste 
management, and many 
more issues.

Family rejects probe
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Additional Metropolitan 
Sessions Judge’s Court  
fixed October 30 for 
hearing.

On May 3 last year, 
Sheikh Mofizul Islam, an 
inspector of Turag Police 
Station, submitted the 
charge sheet to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s 
Court of Dhaka, accusing 
Mohammad Selim 
alias Anis Howlader, an 
assistant engineer of the 
city corporation, and his 
two accomplices -- Helal 
Howlader and Habibur 

Rahman Khan. Selim 
secured ad-interim bail 
from the HC on June 29.

According to the charge 
sheet, Delwar was killed 
over a disagreement with 
his colleague Selim over the 
latter’s illegal activities. 

Police recovered 
Delwar’s body from an 
empty plot of Uttara 
Sector-17 near Beribadh on 
May 11, 2020. 

Khodeja filed the 
murder case with Turag 
Police Station, accusing 
some unidentified people.

Three killed
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Mymensingh highway at 
Boilor in Trishal upazila 
yesterday afternoon.

Noor Alam, son of Babul 
Mia from Rampurdasha 
village in Barhatta upazila 
in Netrakona, died on the 
spot, said police quoting 
locals.  The accident 
happened while he was 
doing repair work on a road 
divider, they said.

Water in the
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managing director to solve 
the problem. They gave a 
letter to him on July 6.

Asked, Titas MD 
Harunur Rashid Mollah 
said leakages happen when 
gas pressure goes down.

“These pipelines were 
installed many years 
ago. We don’t have the 
capacity to check leakages 
underground,” he said.

When his attention was 
drawn to the risk of an 
accident, he too suggested 
that locals inform Titas if 
they sense any presence of 
gas in the air.

Concerted
FROM PAGE 5

The list of the authors 
includes children’s rights 
activists, researchers, 
journalists, child health 
experts, academics, 
litterateurs, and children’s 
film organisers.

Save the Children in 
Bangladesh’s Country 
Director Ono Van 
Mannen, Prothom Alo 
Editor and Publisher 
Matiur Rahman, authors 
of the book, editorial 
board, representatives 
of the high commissions 
and embassies, UN 
representatives and visitors 
from the commercial 
sector were also present at 
the event.   

Bus runs over
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the accident happened.
Police seized the bus but 

its driver fled away, said SI 
Arifur Rahman of Jatrabari 
Police Station. 

In another accident, 
a battery-run rickshaw 
puller Abdul Halim Bepari 
died after a pick-up van 
hit his vehicle in Dhaka’s 
Shabujbag area early 
yesterday.  Both the bodies 
were kept at a hospital 
morgue for autopsy.

ACC launches
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“The board of directors 
misappropriated Tk 45.52 
crore from the staff’s 
welfare fund,” said Mahbub.

There is also an 
allegation against the 
company of laundering TK 
2,977 crore to other related 
companies, he said.

Replying to a question, 
ACC secretary said ACC 
will collect information 
from the board of members 
for enquiry. 

The ACC is yet to appoint 
an official in this regard, 
said Arif Sadek, ACC public 
relations officer.
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PKSF ensures potable water 
for 250 families in Khulna

CITY DESK

Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation 
has ensured drinkable water for the 
residents of Koyra upazila in Khulna.

Lawmaker Gloria Jharna Sarker 
inaugurated a reverse osmosis (RO) 
plant, set up with financial and 
technical support from PKSF, in the 
area on July 27, said a press release.

The coastal district faces serious 
crisis of potable water due to salinity 
and rising sea level following climate 
change.

PKSF has so far installed 70 RO 
plants to ensure pure drinking 
water in Bagerhat, Barguna, Khulna, 
Satkhira, Patuakhali and Pirojpur.

The key feature of these plants is 
that they collect water from open 
sources rather than extracting 
groundwater.

The plant can produce enough 
water (1,000 litres per hour) to meet 
the demand of some 250 families on 
a regular basis.

Construction work of this control room at Postogola Rail crossing has been 
abandoned for quite some time now. As a result, the structure’s roof has 
turned into a breeding ground for mosquitoes amid stagnant water. The front 
part of this room has also been illegally occupied by traders. This photo was 
taken yesterday. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN


