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What’s a few years 
between friends?

DIPAN NANDY

So they thought when they took a group photo 
commemorating the end of their school life. 

After that, life took these seven young girls on 
different paths. Some got admitted to different colleges 
while some moved elsewhere with their families. 

Since then, 47 years had passed. None of them was in 
touch with one another. In a twist of fate, what brought 
four of them together after 47 long years was that black 
and white photograph. 

Dilkhosh Begum Putul, Shamima Akhter Rubi, 
Jhuma Abdullah and Nayar Sultana Hawa got reunited 
with each other with happy tears and smiles on their 
faces. The precious moment took place yesterday at a 
Dhanmondi restaurant in the capital. 

The story behind this reunion is nothing short of 
a movie plot. At the beginning of this month, Putul 
suddenly fell ill. During a heart-to-heart conversation 
with her daughter Khusnood Nazeen Protyasha, she 
talked about her long-lost school friends.

Protyasha pulled out the only photo of her mother’s 
schoolfriends from the family album and posted it 
on a Facebook group called “Bangladesh Dushprapya 
Chitrasamgra” (Rare Pictures of Bangladesh).

In the post, she mentioned that it was taken in 
1975, at the farewell reception of Sher-e-Bangla Balika 
Mahavidyalaya (previously known as Mark Sikkha 
Mandir). She marked the people in the photo and 
mentioned that none of them is currently in touch with 
one another. 

It was from the comment section that Putul found 
four of her friends from the picture and planned a 
reunion. But they had to plan it without three of the 
gang, one of whom is currently undergoing medical 
treatment and another could not make it to the reunion. 

Whereabouts of the seventh member is still unknown. 
“When I told my mother that I found her long-lost 

school friends, she started recovering quickly. It was 
nothing short of magic,” said Protyasha. 

The moment came after 47 years when the four could 
hug each other like in the old days. 

“Social media has positive impacts too. If nothing else, 
it brings friends together. What else do we need?” said 
Giridhar Dey of Bangladesh Dushprapya Chitrasamgra. 

“We have the reflection of our age on our faces but 
we could still recognise each other. It is as if nothing 
changed,” they said. 

After all, what’s a few years between friends? 

These four school friends -- who have not been in touch for 47 years -- had a heartwarming reunion yesterday. 
The long-lost friends got reconnected after a photo from their school days was posted on a Facebook group.
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Right policies to 
tackle crisis vital
Speakers tell webinar on 
poverty induced by Russia-
Ukraine war
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With global food and fertiliser prices alarmingly 
high already, the government must come up 
with policy responses to offset the increase in 
poverty stemming from the Russia-Ukraine war, 
said policy researchers in a webinar organised 
by Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies 
(BIDS) yesterday. 

Speakers said global food, fuel, and fertiliser 
prices have risen rapidly in recent months, largely 
driven by the fallout from the ongoing war in 
Ukraine and the sanctions imposed on Russia.

Other factors, such as export bans, have also 
contributed to rising prices. Palm oil and wheat 
prices increased, respectively, by 56 and 100 percent 
in real terms between June 2021 and April 2022. 
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‘Tortured by cops, 
framed in false case’

Ex-UP member alleges it 
happened for talking 

against local MP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A former Union Parishad member has alleged of being 
tortured and implicated in a false case by police in 
Rajshahi’s Mohonpur a week ago.

Sheikh Habiba, ex-member of Ghasigram UP, told a 
press conference at a city restaurant yesterday that she 
was dealt wrongly by police as she spoke against local 
lawmaker Ayeen Uddin.

Referring to the prime minister during the press 
conference, she said, “Apa, a great injustice was done 
to me. I want justice.”

She said the lawmaker’s men were threatening her 
and her family of dire consequences since she spoke 
against the MP in March.

According to media reports, she reportedly called 
the lawmaker a son of razakar. 
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