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pandemic, the Russia-
Ukraine conflict has 
pushed the world in a fresh 
danger,” she said.

The conflict and, the 
subsequent sanctions and 
counter-sanctions have 
disrupted the production 
and supply of food, 
fertiliser, energy and power, 
and other commodities, 
she added.

The premier said 
countries like Bangladesh 
have been bearing the brunt 
of the impacts of the war.

“We should all come 
forward to bravely address 
this looming humanitarian 
crisis,” she added.

She also said Bangladesh 
is ready to provide space 
at the Special Economic 
Zones for investment by the 
member states.

The PM said the ICT is 
an area that has immense 
prospects. The youths of 

the D-8 countries can be 
turned into formidable 
workforce. 

She also said the D-8 
should concentrate on 
diversified agriculture 
production to ensure food 
security and steady food 
supply. 

All the D-8 member 
states should be careful 
about energy usage and 
the necessity of alternate 
energy sources, she said. 
“I propose that the D-8 
focuses on developing 
capacity by involving 
other countries who have 
expertise in alternate 
energy,” she added. 

D-8, also known 
as Developing-8, is 
an organisation for 
development cooperation 
among the following 
countries: Bangladesh, 
Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan 
and Turkey.

Feroza Begum
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artists, while Anis Ud 
Dowla, chair of ACI Group 
and donor of the trust fund, 
delivered the welcome 
speech.

Ferdausi Rahman said, 
“I am happy today, not 
because I have earned an 
honour, but I have got 
the opportunity to share 
the memories with Feroza 
Apa.”

“I was lucky enough 
to have the opportunity 
to sing the duet ‘Amar 
Shampan Jatri Na Loy’ 
with Feroza Apa, in a 
documentary on Kazi 
Nazrul Islam. I am elated 
because this award is 
associated with her,” said 
Syed Abdul Hadi.

‘It happened due 
to negligence’

Says state minister on collision 
between two Biman aircraft

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for Civil 
Aviation Md Mahbub Ali 
yesterday said the collision 
between two aircraft of 
Biman on July 3 was due to 
negligence.

He said the ministry is 
investigating the incident. 

Mahbub said this 
while talking to reporters 
following his surprise visit 
to the aircraft hangar and 

GEC department of Biman 
at Dhaka airport. 

He also said four 
people have already been 
suspended in this regard.

Civil Aviation Secretary 
Md Mokammel Hossain 
said, “It [the incident] 
was nothing but a crime. 
Stern actions will be taken 
against those involved.”

“If another incident like 
this happens, it will be the 
end of Biman,” he said.

Govt needs to spend
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“In the span of two years, the 
programme has registered 
more than 1,00,000 
patients -- averaging more 
than 4,000 new patients a 
month -- with a 58 percent 
blood-pressure control rate, 
almost fourfold the national 
average,” said Prof Md 
Robed Amin, line director 
of non-communicable 
disease control at DGHS.

Many lives can be saved 
-- with prevented heart 
attacks and strokes -- by 
investing in strengthening 
primary care services to 
provide blood pressure 
treatment to Bangladeshi 
adults, said Dr Tom 
Frieden, president and CEO 

of Resolve to Save Lives and 
former director of the US 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

“Thirty percent of deaths 
in Bangladesh are due to 
heart disease, but less than 
5 percent of Bangladesh’s 
health-sector budget is 
allocated for addressing 
n o n - c o m m u n i c a b l e 
diseases,” said National 
Professor Brig (retd) 
Abdul Malik, founder and 
president of National Heart 
Foundation.

“The pilot programme 
shows that high-blood-
pressure patients can 
get care at a low cost at 
primary healthcare settings 
countrywide,” he said.

Increase
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“It is necessary for 
Bangladesh foreign 
missions and the labour 
welfare wings to be better 
equipped to ensure better 
services for migrant 
workers,” said Laetitia 
Weibel Roberts, chief 
technical advisor of ILO 
Migration Project in 
Bangladesh.

Farida Yasmeen, 
director at the multilateral 
economic affairs wing 
of foreign ministry, 
recognised the necessity to 
increase the capacity of the 
labour attaches. 

“The ministry will soon 
appoint more labour 
welfare officials at different 
wings,” said Nasreen Jahan, 
joint secretary (mission 
and welfare) of expatriates’ 
welfare ministry.

Right policies
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Key discussant Paul 
Dorosh, policy researcher 
at International Food Policy 
Research Institute, said, 
“Government intervention 
in fertiliser supply chain, 
expanding domestic 
fertiliser production, and 
improving midstream 
factors of supply chain 
seems to be more effective 
than subsidies. Cash 
transfers to the lower 
income group is most 
effective to control poverty 
and food crisis.”

Binayak Sen, research 
director of BIDS, 
moderated the webinar.

Tortured by cops, framed
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On July 19, she went to 
Mohonpur Police Station 
with a neighbour for 
seeking police assistance in 
recovery of the latter’s two-
year-old child.

She said the OC and an 
ASI denied them help and 
the ASI told her that police 
couldn’t help her as she had 
feud with the lawmaker.

The police officials 
talked to someone over the 
phone and a few moments 
later, one of the lawmaker’s 
men went to the police 
station. The man asked 
police to teach her a lesson.

Then two policewomen 
and the on-duty officer beat 
and dragged her to another 
room and assaulted her. 

She was then confined to 
the police station.

The next day, police sent 
her to the court, showing 

her arrested in two cases 
filed by one Doli Begum 
-- who came to the station 
with another of the MP’s 
men -- over extortion.

“Both the cases are 
false,” claimed Habiba.

Habiba’s mother Mina 
Begum and husband Masud 
Rana were also present at 
the press conference.

Masud, a tea-stall owner, 
said they have been passing 
days in fear.

Asked about the 
allegations, the lawmaker 
from Rajshahi-3 
constituency Ayeen Uddin 
said he was unaware of the 
incidents stated by Habiba. 
He said he was abroad 
during the stated time.

Contacted, Tawhidul 
Islam, OC of Mohonpur 
Police Station, denied the 
allegations of torture and 
denying assistance.

He said Habiba and her 
neighbour went to the 
police station about a feud 
between the couple over 
their two-year-old child. 
“We tried to settle the issue 
amicably,” said the OC.

The OC claimed that 
Habiba started hurling 
abuses towards the police 
and insisted that the 
husband leaves the child 
with the wife, whom she 
brought into the police 
station. 

He said Habiba was 
arrested for creating 
nuisance inside the police 
station and was later shown 
arrested in an extortion 
case on which a trial is 
currently ongoing. 

“Habiba did not bring 
such allegations when she 
was produced before the 
court. Why is she doing so 
now?” asked the OC. 
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