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Jinjira palace
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official (DO) letter to the 
cultural ministry to take 
over the property for 
preservation. They’ve only 
put up a signboard there 
so far.

They didn’t take any 
initiative to identify the 
property of the nawab by 
going through the records, 
nor have they taken any 
measures to evict the 
encroachers, he added.

Illegal occupants even 
used the palace’s bricks 
to build their own houses, 
said the state minister.

A collective effort 
by relevant authorities, 
including Dhaka deputy 
commissioner and the 
cultural ministry, is needed 
to restore the palace, 
Hamid said.

Ratan Chandra 
Pandit, director general 
of Department of 
Archaeology, said most 
of the land by now is 
hawli residents’ recorded 
property, which is a big 
problem.

“With local and 
administrative support, an 
intervention is required to 
restore it, but the matter 

is very complex. Local 
lawmakers can play the 
leading role in this regard,” 
he said.

“We’ll provide all our 
support if the initiative 
is taken collectively, but 
locals do not want to leave 
the area and even create 
obstacles to enter the 
place,” Pandit said.

Keraniganj UNO 
Md Mehedi Hasan said 
they’ve issued a letter 
to the Department of 
Archaeology to take 
necessary steps to protect 
the site.

“We didn’t get any 
response so far, although 
we had issued the letter 
around two years back,” 
he said. “Dhaka district 
administration is aware 
of this, and we’re working 
following their direction.”

“We will first go through 
the records and figure out 
the situation of ownership. 
Then we will take action 
against the occupiers,” 
Hasan said. 

The palace can be a 
tourism spot, and public 
representatives are very 
sincere about the issue, he 
assured.

Bangladesh, a true champion
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Rohingya crisis, she hoped 
that all the global efforts on 
operational and political 
levels will help end all 
displacement crises, not 
just the Rohingya and 
Myanmar issues.

“There is a whole 
process in place looking 
at displacement and the 
requirements to end the 
crisis,” said the IOM DDG, 
hoping that the global 
political leadership will 
take the necessary steps in 
this regard. 

Asked about the flow 
of funds to the displaced 
Rohingya community 
amid crises in other parts 
of the world, she said, 
“Yes, the (funding) trend is 
downward, not specifically 
to the Rohingyas. Donors 
have placed their priority on 
responding to situations in 
Afghanistan and Ukraine.”

Daniels thanked 
Bangladesh for its 
generosity in hosting 
over a million displaced 
members of the Rohingya 
community despite 

multiple challenges. The 
protracted crisis is now 
entering its fifth year.

The IOM DDG said the 
government of Bangladesh, 
locals and the international 
community have been 
providing immediate 
humanitarian assistance 
from the onset. “The 
needs are immense and 
meeting them depends on 
continuous support until 
the Rohingya community 
can voluntarily return to 
Myanmar in a safe and 
dignified manner.”

Bamboo platform
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engineer of RHD’s Kulaura 
office, said 46 acres of land 
should be acquired for the 
connecting road. Due to 
the long process of land 
acquisition, the work of 
connecting road cannot 
begin, he added. 

Contacted, Belayet 
Hossain, assistant 
commissioner (in charge) 

of Moulvibazar district 
land acquisition branch, 
said the initial work of land 
acquisition for the link 
road has been completed. 

“A district Land 
Acquisition Committee 
meeting will be held in a few 
days. If the acquisition is 
approved in that meeting, 
the next process will start 
soon,” he said.

Century-old market
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running in such a way for a 
century.

“On various occasions, 
we have informed the MCC 
officials and administration 
to recover the footpaths, 
especially around the cattle 
market,” he said.

“We also advocated for 
shifting kitchen markets 
to other areas to lessen 
pressure on the main road. 
But no initiative has been 
taken  in this regard,” he 
added.

Shahjahan Monir, local 
ward commissioner of 
MCC, said they’ve informed 

the authorities on different 
occasions and they should 
take immediate steps to 
mitigate the decade-long 
sufferings.

“If the city corporation 
takes stern action to evict 
the illegal structures from 
the footpath, the city’s 
people will have a huge 
relief,” he said.

Khandaker Jahangir 
Alam, MCC market 
inspector, said they’re 
working to reduce the 
public sufferings at 
Shambhuganj Bazar. A 
decision will be taken soon, 
he added.

Five of expat family
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a family member, police 
recovered the unconscious 
bodies by breaking the 
room’s door. The reason 
behind their condition is 
yet to be determined.

The expatriate family 
of five, hailing from the 
upazila’s Dirarai village, 
came to Bangladesh from 
the UK on July 12 and 

rented the house at Tazpur 
Bazar on July 18. Rafiqul’s 
parents-in-law, brother-in-
law and his wife were also 
residing at the house.

Farid Uddin, 
superintendent of Sylhet 
police, said, “Primarily, 
the admitted three are 
being treated for suspected 
poisoning, but the matter 
is under investigation.”

Flood death 
toll now 131
UNB, Dhaka

The death toll from floods 
in the country rose to 131 
with two more deaths in 
Lalmonirhat district in 
24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

The deaths were 
recorded from May 17 to 
July 26, according to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS).

The latest victims 
drowned in floodwater, it 
added.

Of the deceased, 73 
were from Sylhet, 43 from 
Mymensingh, 14 from 
Rangpur and one from 
Dhaka division.

One hundred and 
three people drowned 
in floodwaters, 16 died 
by lightning strikes, two 
from snake bites, one from 
diarrhoea, and nine due to 
other reasons.

One hundred and eighty-
five upazilas were affected 
by floods, including 33 in 
Sylhet, three in Rangpur, 
seven in Mymensingh and 
one in Chattogram.

Sylhet, Sunamganj, 
Netrakona and Moulvibazar 
were the worst-hit districts, 
with 13, 11, seven and five 
upazilas affected by floods 
respectively.

REMARKS ON EVM

AL issues show-cause 
notice to Jobaidul
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Patuakhali

Patuakhali District Awami 
League has issued a show 
cause notice to district 
leader Jobaidul Haque 
Russell, for making a 
“misleading” statement 
about the EVM machine.

The notice which was 
issued yesterday instructs 
the local leader to respond 
within three days on why   
disciplinary actions should 
not be taken against him 
for tarnishing the party’s 
image.

Campaigning on behalf 
of the AL nominated 
chairman candidate for the 

Nazirpur UP by-elections,   
Jobaidul on July 23 said, 
“Voting will be done in 
EVM but we will know who 
votes for whom. So there is 
no reason to fear, there is 
no tension.”

The video of his 
speech soon went viral on 
Facebook.

On July 25, the Election 
Commission postponed 
the by-election until 
further notice after the 
speech grabbed headlines 
in national media.

Contacted, Jobaidul 
said he is yet to receive 
the notice. Upon receiving 
it, he will respond 
accordingly, he added.

Children of Bogura’s Dharmakul village get up early in the morning to reach the nearby lotus pond and pick the flowers. They gather the flowers 
and take them back home to either prepare as meals or play around with them. This photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: MOSTAFA SHABUJ

Withdraw 
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abolishment of DSA. 
Contacted, OC Anwar 

Hossain Talukdar of 
Mirzaganj Police Station 
said an investigation is 
currently ongoing in this 
regard.

“The case has been 
sent to Dhaka for experts’ 
opinion,” he added.

Badal could not be 
contacted for comments. 

PUST entry 
test begins 
July 30
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Pabna

Pabna University of Science 
and Technology (PUST) 
admission test will be 
held on July 30, under the 
uniform admission test of 
22 universities. 

A total of 17,483 
admission seekers will sit 
for the test in PUST in three 
phases.

Pabna University of 
Science and Technology 
Vice Chancellor Prof Dr 
Hafiza Khatun said the 
university authority has 
taken necessary steps 
for holding the test in a 
peaceful manner. 

In the first phase, “A” 
unit admission test will be 
held on July 30, “B” unit 
on August 13, “C” unit 
admission on August 20, 
according to a PUST press 
release. 
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