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ACC officials found that 
the bridge collapsed due 
to the use of low quality 
construction materials, 
he said. “A report with the 
findings was already sent to 
the ACC head office seeking 
permission to investigate 
the irregularities.”

Approximately three 
feet of the bridge’s middle 
part collapsed last month 
Tangail. The construction 
work for the bridge was 
supposed to be completed 
on May 11.

The Local Government 
Engineering Department 
under the supervision 
of Tangail Municipality 
started the construction 
work on November 2020, 

with a budgetary allocation 
of around Tk 3.60 crore.

Committee
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nothing is known about 
who is involved.”

The committee chief 
said no truth was found 
about such allegations. 
He recommended that 
Civil Aviation Authority of 
Bangladesh send a strong 
message to the press in this 
regard.

Mokammel Hossain, 
secretary at the civil 
aviation ministry, also said 
no truth was found about 
the news on irregularities.

So much
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area, said, “The government 
declared one to two hours 
of load shedding, but we 
are dealing with blackouts 
for four to five hours or 
even more. The schedule is 
never followed.”

Protesting excessive 
load shedding, around a 
hundred locals organised 
a sit-in in front of BPDB 
Division-2 office at 
Mirabazar around 11:00am 
yesterday. After getting 
assurance from the 
officials, they withdrew the 
protest after an hour.  

Mohammad Abdul 
Kadir, chief engineer 
of BPDB in Sylhet, said, 
“Today [yesterday], our 
demand is 175 megawatts, 
while we were allotted only 
93 megawatts. Yesterday 
[Sunday], the allotment was 
only 78 megawatts. With 
this supply, we cannot 
follow the schedule, and 
so, people are getting 
dissatisfied.”

“We are also being 
deprived, when compared 
with all other divisional 
towns. While they are 
receiving around 60 
percent [of power demand], 
we are getting around 

50 percent or less. For 
that, people in Sylhet are 
witnessing more load 
shedding.”

Meanwhile, as stores are 
bound to close by 8:00pm, 
increased load shedding 
is snatching away crucial 
business time, leading to 
serious losses.

Tahmin Ahmed, 
president of Sylhet 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, said, “For 
years, Sylhet has been 
suffering from excessive 
load shedding due to 
mismanagement of BPDB.”

Faruque Mahmud 
Chowdhury, president of 
Shujan, Sylhet chapter, 
said, “At homes, people’s 
electrical appliances are 
being damaged due to 
excessive and unscheduled 
load shedding. Students, 
who just dealt with the 
floods, are facing problems 
preparing for exams.”

“We understand the 
national crisis, but to 
keep people content, 
BPDB should maintain 
the schedule they publish, 
and the government must 
not discriminate against 
Sylhet in regards to power 
supply,” he said.

38 children
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through low-cost 
solutions, according to the 
press release. Increased 
awareness among families 
and communities, 
providing safety and 
swimming skills for 
children and adolescents, 
ensuring childcare facilities 
for pre-school children, 
and national policies and 
investments for prevention 
can make a significant 
difference.

Make the visa
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They agreed the Consular 
Dialogue is an important 
mechanism to further 
strengthen the people-
centric approach which 
is at the core of the ties 
between the two countries. 

The Bangladesh side 
was led by Mashfee Binte 
Shams, secretary (East) of 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, while the Indian 
team was led by Ausaf 
Sayeed, secretary (consular, 
passport and visa and 
overseas affairs) in the 
Ministry of External Affairs.  

Spend less on
FROM PAGE 5

after becoming victims 
of climate-induced 
displacement,” he added.  

Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, chair of the 
standing committee for 
environment, forest and 
climate change ministry, 
said, “It is high time we 
moved from dialogue to 
action.”

Climate expert Prof 
Saleemul Haq said they 
would request IPCC 
(Inter-governmental Panel 
on Climate Change) to 
conduct thorough research 
on internal displacement in 
Bangladesh. 

Caroline Dumas, special 
envoy for migration and 
climate action at IOM, 
and Golam Rabbani, 
head of Climate Bridge 
Fund Secretariat, shared 
a detailed overview of 
human mobility.

Ugochi Daniels, IOM 
deputy director-general; 
Gwyn Lewis, UN resident 
coordinator; Farhin 
Ahmed, secretary of 
environment ministry; 
and Abdusattor Esoev, 
chief of IOM mission in 
Bangladesh, also spoke.

DHAKA TUESDAY JULY 26, 2022 

SRABAN 11, 1429 BS        4

A group of teachers, who have passed the Non-government Teachers’ Registration and Certification Authority 
tests but are still unemployed, have been organising a sit-in protest near Shahbagh for the last 53 days, 
demanding a panel-based recruitment system.
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Roni calls off protest
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railway system, after he 
failed to book Dhaka-
Rajshahi train tickets 
online on June 13.

He alleged that the 
ticket money was deducted 
from his bKash account, 
but he did not get a seat 
on the train nor was he 
given a receipt. He filed 
a complaint with the 
authorities concerned the 
next day, which was left 
pending for a month.

Students from different 
parts of the country joined 
his movement separately.

On July 20, the 
Directorate of National 

Consumer Rights 
Protection fined online 
ticketing platform Shohoz 
for its negligence in selling 
tickets.

The High Court on the 
same day asked Deputy 
Attorney General AKM 
Amin Uddin Manik and 
ACC lawyer Khurshid Alam 
Khan to inquire about the 
steps taken on the issue.

This is not the first time 
Roni stood up against 
mismanagement and 
irregularities. In April, he 
started a hunger strike for 
the modernisation of the 
university’s medical centre, 
after not being satisfied 

with its facilities.
Following his 77-hour 

strike, the university 
authorities developed 
washroom facilities, 
increased medicinal 
amenities, set up an info 
desk at the entrance and 
took initiatives to meet his 
other demands.

He is also involved 
in various social and 
voluntary organisations 
like -- Rover Scout, National 
Children Task Force, and 
the fire service. Roni is the 
coordinator of the Dhaka 
unit of “Youth Ending 
Hunger” and an active 
member of “BD Clean”.

He recently launched 
“Green Happy Birthday 
Campaign” to create 
awareness regarding 
climate change. One of 
his campaigns “Makeup 
Our Power”, focused on 
women empowerment, 
and was selected as one of 
the best ideas in the “Top 
Ten Project Ideas” by the 
British Council during the 
pandemic.

“Roni has always been 
vocal against different 
irregularities and engaged 
himself with various forms 
of social work,” Asif Khan, 
a senior-year student of 
Arabic, told The Daily Star.   


