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Repair dykes to 
save coastal people
Urge speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a programme yesterday urged the 
authorities concerned to repair the fragile 
embankments and build sustainable dams in the 
coastal belt immediately as flood threatens the 
lives and livelihoods of several lakhs of people 
every rainy season.

People suffer every year because of fragile 
embankments in Shyamnagar of Satkhira 
and Koira of Khulna, said experts at a press 
conference organised jointly by LEDARS, Water 
Keepers-Bangladesh and the Sundarbans and 
Coast Protection Movement.

The event was held at the Dhaka Reporters 
Unity.

Punish him
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the responsibility and seek 
an unconditional apology. 
However, he has chosen to 
go the opposite path,” said 
Harun. “We have already 
applied to the Awami 
League president seeking a 
fair trial. We hope that the 
organisation will take stern 
action,” he added. 

Ruling party MP Razee 

Mohammad Fakhrul 
of Cumilla-4 allegedly 
attacked Azad, also a 
Cumilla AL leader, on July 
16, 2022. 

During a meeting in 
the LD Hall of the Jatiya 
Sangsad Bhaban, Razee  
assaulted Debidwar Upazila 
Chairman Azad, stirring up 
resentment among local 
AL leaders.  

Seizing of illegal
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employee of the C&F agent, 
is associated with his father 
Azizul Islam who runs 
the syndicate. They have 
imported large quantities 
of liquor through false 
declarations over the 
last year. They stock the 
liquor in their warehouse 
in Munshiganj’s Srinagar, 
Wari and Bongshal. 

This correspondent 
could not reach the owners 
of the C&F agent Zafar 
Ahmed and Azizul Islam 
over the phone despite 
repeated attempts.  

“A group of frauds is 
using the name of EPZ’s 
companies to import liquor 
illegally. They are using 
forged and expired IPs to 
release illegal goods from 
the port and the customs,” 
said Nazma Binte Alamgir, 
executive director of 
BEPZA, in a press release.  

Mobara Khanam, 
director general of the 
Customs Intelligence and 

Investigation Directorate, 
told this correspondent, 
“The same syndicate is 
involved with the two 
incidents. They were able 
to release the previous two 
consignments through the 
same forgery. Several other 
consignments of the C&F 
agent have also been kept 
in the suspect list.”

“It is clear that this is 
a syndicated crime. Such 
crimes cannot be organised 
without the involvement of 
related customs officials. 
It is not possible to stop 
illegal smuggling if officials 
cannot find out who is 
involved in this syndicate,” 
she added.

Customs officials seized 
31,625.5 litres of liquor 
worth Tk 29.16 crore 
from previously seized 
containers, that were 
seized from Narayanganj 
on Saturday around eight 
hours after being cleared 
from Chattogram port.    

His words
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The observation was made 
after Supreme Court lawyer 
Khurshid Alam Khan 
placed a report published 
in the daily Prothom Alo 
and Dhaka Post on July 22. 

The report was on UNO 
Kaisar Khasru “expressing 
sorrow” for misbehaving 
with the correspondent. 

Saidul used the UNO’s 
quotes in the story 
“Neechu Jaigay Nirman 
Kora Upoharer Ghor Panite 
Bhashchhe (Gifted houses 
built in low-lying area now 
float on water)”, published 
on July 21.

Khurshid Alam 
requested the HC to issue 
necessary orders in this 
regard. The bench said 

journalists are the mirrors 
of society. 

“If a journalist commits 
a wrongdoing, complaints 
can be lodged with the 
Bangladesh Press Council 
or with the court. But one 
can’t take the law intotheir 
own hands.”

The HC then asked 
Deputy Attorney General 
AKM Amin Uddin Manik 
to find out what steps were 
taken against the UNO by 
the authorities concerned 
and inform this court.

Speaking to The Daily 
Star, the DAG said, “I 
will talk to the deputy 
commissioner of Cox’s 
Bazar to know whether any 
steps were taken against 
UNO Kaisar.”

US envoy
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High Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Vikram Kumar 
Doraiswami met Rajshahi 
City Corporation Mayor 
AHM Khairuzzaman Liton 
yesterday.

The meeting was held at 
mayor’s office in Rajshahi 
Nagar Bhaban.

Later, the mayor 
told reporters that 
they discussed about 
establishing a riverine 
route with Dhulian 
of Murshidabad with 
Rajshahi city or Godagari 
of Rajshahi.

He said the route existed 
before the 1947 partition. 
He said they also discussed 
about a railway link from 
Rajshahi to Kolkata.

A result of wrong
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loadshedding across the 
country, in reality the 
schedule is not being 
followed, especially outside 
Dhaka. In the rural areas, 
people are facing 8 to 10 
hours of loadshedding, 
wrote the statement.

“As a result, the farmers 
couldn’t be able to 
irrigate on time, fertiliser 
production stopped due 
to the lack of gas and the 
industries had to produce 
with fuel-based generators, 
which is increasing the 

production cost.”
The statement said the 

power system master plan 
had both plans to import 
liquified natural gas and 
to increase the capacity 
of the state owned Bapex 
but the government only 
implemented the first one.

“Depending on the 
imported fuel is not enough 
to attain energy security. It 
can only build thousands 
of electricity generation, 
and cannot provide reliable 
power with an affordable 
cost,” it added.

Will have tea
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current political and 
economic crisis. 

The Association of 
Engineers, Bangladesh 
arranged the programme 
on the ongoing crisis in the 
power and energy sector at 
Jatiya Press Club.

He also said the country 
is now facing an economic 

crisis caused by widespread 
corruption.

The BNP leader said the 
government has increased 
the power generation 
capacity without thinking 
of the sources of fuel and 
energy needed for it. He 
alleged that people in rural 
areas are hit hard by the 
frequent power outages. 

PM rules out
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tasks to move Bangladesh 
forward. The country must 
advance as the people are 
always with us and we have 
trust in them,” she said. 

The premier said this 
at the inauguration 
of National Fisheries 
Week-2022. The premier 
joined the ceremony 
at Bangabandhu 

International Conference 
Centre virtually. It 
was arranged by the 
Department of Fisheries.

At the event, she urged 
the countrymen and 
authorities concerned to 
maximise use of water 
bodies for boosting the 
fisheries sector while 
Bangladesh ranked third in 
global fish production.

Turning
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was taken yet,” said 
Advocate Shibbir Ahmed 
Liton, secretary of 
Mymensingh Poribesh 
Rokhha O Unnayan 
Andolon.

Contacted, conservation 
inspector of Mymensingh 
municipality Mohabbat Al 
said around 500 tonnes of 
garbage are produced in 
the city daily and they can 
manage 380 tonnes. 

“I have no information 
regarding garbage 
dumping into the river and 
we will investigate these 
serious allegations.”

Deputy director of the 
DoE in Mymensingh Nur 
Alam also said he is not 
aware of the river pollution.
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Appeal for help
CITY DESK

J u t h i 
Akhter (10), 
d a u g h t e r 
of Ziaur 
R a h m a n 
f r o m 
Fa r i d p u r , 
is suffering from brain 
tumor, said a press release.

Currently, the third-
grader of Charmadhobdia 
Government Primary 
School at Mominkharhat 
in Faridpur Sadar upazila, 
is admitted to Islami Bank 
Central Hospital at Kakrail, 
Dhaka. 

The doctors suggested 
that the girl should be 
operated on, which needs 
around Tk 6-7 lakh.

Juthi’s father, a painter 
by profession, said as his 
family alone cannot afford 
the cost, they are urging 
the affluent of the society 
to come forward with 
financial help. Aid can be 
sent to Ziaur Rahman’s 
bKash No-01711782009.

Abdul Mozid 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hazi Abdul 
M o z i d , 
father of 
A b d u l 
A h a d , 
d e p u t y 
c o m m i s -
sioner of DMP’s Motijheel 
Division, died of old-age 
complications at his village 
home at Atpara upazila in 
Netrokona yesterday. 

He was 90, says a press 
release. 

Mozid was buried after 
a namaz-e-janaza at his 
home in the evening.  

CITY DESK

The seventh convocation of Uttara University was 
held at Bashundhara International Convention 
Center-4 yesterday, said a press release.

Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni was present 
as chief guest at the ceremony.

Member of Bangladesh University Grants 
Commission Prof Biswajit Chand was present as 
the convocation speaker.

Vice Chancellor Prof M Azizur Rahman 
and all the guests present at the convocation 
delivered speech. 

Uttara University 
convocation held
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