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20 hurt as bus
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passengers were injured 
when the vehicle was hit 
by an oncoming truck near 
Panchgachia yesterday.

Shakil (20) from 
Momarispur and Jesmin 
(45) from Yakubpur in 
Dagonbhuiyan upazila died 
instantly, said Mohipal 
highway police.

The injured were 
admitted to Feni General 
Hospital.

In Kurigram, a worker 
died after a paddy-laden 
truck he was travelling in 
flipped over on Chandipur 
Bridge in Nageshwari 
upazila yesterday.  

Abdul Gafur (50) from 
Daknirpat in the upazila 
succumbed to his injuries 
on the way to Kurigram 
General Hospital.

Amzad Hossain, an 
eyewitness, said the 
accident occurred when 
the driver of the truck 
coming from Nageshwari 
lost control of the vehicle 
on Kurigram-Nageshwari 
road around 12:30am.

An understatement
FROM PAGE 5
During the visit, this 
correspondent found that 
at least 11 Hindu houses 
were either attacked, 
vandalised or torched. 

The figure mentioned by 
the victims was similar to 
this observation.

However, only three 
houses are mentioned to 
have come under the attack 
in the case statement.

“All the sweets and curd 
in my shop were damaged 
and looted. The estimated 
loss is around Tk 30,000,” 
said Goutam Saha, who 
owns a confectionery in 
Dighalia Bazar. 

The case statement, 
however, mentioned his 
losses to be worth around 
Tk 9,000.

The attackers vandalised 
and looted around 20 
shops in Dighalia Bazar, 
according to the victims, 
while the case statement 

mentions that only four 
shops came under attack.

“All my grocery items 
were damaged. Rice, pulses 
and oil containers were 
thrown on the road. But 
police did not mention this 
in their statement,” said 
Nittyagopal Saha, a trader 
in Dighalia Bazar.

Contacted, SI Makfur 
Raham, said he wrote the 
case statement based on 
the information he found 
while visiting the scene. 

“I did not try to hide 
anything. I prepared the 
case statement based on 
what I saw at the scene,” he 
told this correspondent. 

Contacted, the case’s 
investigation officer SI 
Mizanur Rahman said nine 
accused in the case have so 
far been arrested. “We are 
trying to arrest the others.” 

Hills pay the price for road
FROM PAGE 5

approval after receiving 
the project proposals from 
the MP’s office. Work 
ensues after getting the 
DC’s approval. If project 
conditions are violated in 
the process, the project 
committee will have to take 
responsibility for that.”

Badrul Huda, DoE 
assistant director in 
Moulvibazar, said legal 
measures will be taken 
against those involved after 
inspecting the site.

Kulaura UNO Md 
Mahmudur Rahman 
Khondkar said, “I have 
visited the site and asked 
to stop the construction 
work for now. The MP 
and owner of the garden 
have discussed the matter. 
The final decision will be 
taken after the fifth of next 
month.”  

During construction of 
the said road, a hill of about 
600 feet in height and 10 
feet in width has been cut 
inside the garden, which is 

a violation of Bangladesh 
Environment Protection 
Act-1995. 

Emran Hossain, director 
of DoE’s Sylhet divisional 
office, said on July 21, the 
responsible persons for 
the construction have 
been ordered to appear 
in person for a hearing 
at the divisional office on 
July 25 and explain why 
compensation will not 
be taken against those 
involved in the offence.   
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A boy is busy trying to catch crabs with a stick and strings from the riverbank. This photo was taken in 
Bagerhat’s Moglar Joymoni area yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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