
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA FRIDAY JULY 22, 2022 

SRABAN 7, 1429 BS        7
Instagram, not BBC, 
top news source 
among UK teens
AFP, London

Instagram is now the most popular news source 
among UK teenagers, followed by TikTok and 
YouTube, according to a report published by 
media watchdog Ofcom yesterday. Nearly three in 
10 teenagers used Instagram as their news source 
in 2022, with TikTok and YouTube both on 28 
percent. Only a quarter of teens receive their news 
from BBC One and BBC Two, traditionally the 
most popular sources among teens, down from 45 
percent five years ago, according to online polling. 
BBC One is still the most-used news source among 
all online adults but those numbers have also 
fallen by six percent. Despite the falling numbers, 
television news remains the most trusted news 
source for 71 percent of UK adults, with news on 
social media only trusted by 35 percent.People visit the Fatherland Liberation War Martyrs Cemetery in Pyongyang yesterday, on the 

occasion of the 69th anniversary of the end of the Korean War, which the country celebrates as 
the day of “Victory in the Fatherland Liberation War. PHOTO: AFP

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Sonia Gandhi questioned
AFP, New Delhi

Indian investigators 
yesterday summoned Sonia 
Gandhi, president of the 
opposition Congress party, 
for questioning on money 
laundering accusations that 
her allies have blamed on an 
abuse of government power.

The 75-year-old has been a 
driving influence in her once-
dominant party since the 1991 
assassination of her husband, 
former PM Rajiv Gandhi, and 
heir to a political dynasty that 

stretches back to the country’s 
independence from Britain.

Authorities are probing a 
decade-old complaint filed by 
a lawmaker from the ruling 
BJP, who accused her family 
of misusing Congress funds to 
buy a now-defunct newspaper 
business and personally 
acquire its highly valuable 
property portfolio.

The Gandhi family has 
denied the allegations and 
Congress has accused PM 
Narendra Modi’s party of 
misusing its power.

Leaders of several 
opposition parties issued 
a joint statement yesterday 
condemning the investigation.

Modi’s government had 
“unleashed a relentless 
campaign against its 
opponents and critics through 
the mischievous misuse of 
investigative agencies,” the 
letter read. “Prominent leaders 
of a number of political parties 
have been deliberately targeted 
and subjected to harassment in 
an unprecedented manner,” its 
signatories wrote.

Wickremesinghe 
sworn in as Sri 
Lanka president

Eyes unity govt, warns against unruly 
protests; opposition pledges support

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s six-time prime 
minister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
was sworn in yesterday as president 
of the crisis-hit nation, with plans 
to form a unity government to 
manage the turmoil.

The 73-year-old veteran 
politician, who was overwhelmingly 
elected as head of state in a 
p a rl i a men t a r y 
vote Wednesday, 
took his oath of 
office with the 
country’s police 
chief and top 
military brass 
standing behind 
him.

Official sources 
said the new leader w a s 
expected to shortly form a cabinet 
featuring several opposition 
lawmakers to steer the country 
out of its worst economic crisis 
since gaining independence from 
Britain.

Opposition leader Sajith 
Premadasa said he had met with 
Wickremesinghe to discuss how to 
protect the country from further 
“misery and disaster”.

“We as an opposition will 
provide our constructive support 
for efforts to alleviate human 

suffering,” Premadasa tweeted 
yesterday.

A foreign exchange crisis 
triggered by the coronavirus 
pandemic and exacerbated by 
mismanagement has left Sri Lanka 
suffering lengthy power blackouts 
and record-high inflation. The 
country’s 22 million people have 
also endured months of food, 

fuel and medicine 
shortages.

Public anger 
boiled over when 
tens of thousands 
of protesters 
stormed the home 
of then-president 
G o t a b a y a 
R a j a p a k s a , 

forcing him to 
step down.

A priority for the new 
government is to pursue ongoing 
bailout talks with the International 
Monetary Fund and restructure its 
unsustainable foreign debt.

Wickremesinghe has been 
tainted in the eyes of many Sri 
Lankans by his association with 
Rajapaksa, whose political party 
backed the new president’s ascent.

Wickremesinghe vowed to take 
a tough line against those trying 
to disrupt his government making 
a distinction between peaceful 
protests and senseless agitation.

Nepali Sherpa sets 
climbing record
REUTERS, Kathmandu

A 47-year-old Nepali sherpa has set a climbing 
record by scaling all the world’s 14 peaks that 

are higher than 8,000 metres (26,247 
ft) for a second time, his agency 

said yesterday. Sanu Sherpa, 
from Sankhuwasabha district 
in east Nepal, reached the top 
of Pakistan’s Gasherbrum II, 
which at 8,035 metres is the 
13th highest, yesterdaymorning, 

his Pioneer Adventure hiking 
company said in Kathmandu. Eight 

of the 14 highest peaks, including 
Mount Everest, are in Nepal. The other six are 

in Pakistan and the Tibet region of China.


