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Play more 
active role
Dhaka urges Jakarta on 
Rohingya repatriation

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh has sought 
a proactive support 
of Indonesia and the 
ASEAN for an early 
repatriation of the 
stranded Myanmar 
nationals from 
Bangladesh to Myanmar.

Bangladesh and 
Indonesia held bilateral 
meeting in Jakarta on 
Monday and discussed 
the issue.

Foreign Minister 
AK Abdul Momen and 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Indonesia 
Retno Marsudi led the 
respective delegation in 
the discussions.

Dengue claims two more lives
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two dengue patients died while 51 
were admitted to different hospitals 
across the country in the last 24 
hours till 8:00am yesterday.

One person died in Dhaka and 
another in Cox’s Bazar.

So far, five people have died of 
dengue in the country this year, 
according to the Directorate General 

of Health Services (DGHS).
Meanwhile, the total number of 

dengue patients rose to 1,840. Among 
the patients, 224 are still undergoing 
treatment.  

Warning the city corporations 
of a major outbreak of dengue 
virus this year compared to the last 
couple of years, experts suggested 
the corporations to take extensive 
measures immediately to control the 

Aedes mosquitoes.
Dhaka is at risk of a major dengue 

outbreak this year compared to the  
last couple of years, as clear, stagnant 
water, the breeding ground for  Aedes 
mosquitoes, at under-construction 
buildings is abundant this time  
around.

The scenario came to light after 
the DGHS conducted a pre-monsoon 
survey between March 23 and April 4.

This is the present state of this part of Golden Beach canal in Patenga. The waterway that is supposed to be 60 feet 
wide is now just like a drain. Karnaphuli tunnel authorities have narrowed the canal -- despite city corporation’s 
objections -- to widen the adjacent road. This photo was taken yesterday.  PHOTO: STAR

Court orders 
6th probe 
into death 
of Raudha
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Rajshahi

A Rajshahi 
c o u r t 
yesterday 
o r d e r e d 
p o l i c e 
to re-
investigate 
the death of Maldivian 
model and medical 
student Raudha Athif in 
2017.

M e t r o p o l i t a n 
magistrate Md Mohidur 
Rahman asked police to 
engage an ASP-ranked 
officer to find the truth, 
Md Nurul Islam Sarker, 
the lawyer appointed 
by Raudha’s father 
Mohammad Athif, told 
The Daily Star.

The fresh 
investigation would be 
the sixth probe into the 
death, he said.

Raudha Athif (20) was 
a second-year student 
at Islami Bank Medical 
College in Rajshahi.

She was found dead 
at her college dormitory 
room on March 29, 2017.

Killing a canal to 
expand road

Karnaphuli tunnel authorities fill part of waterway 
for roadwork, leading to waterlogging

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

To expand a nearby road, the 
authorities of Karnaphuli tunnel 
have filled up a large part of “Golden 
Beach” canal in Chattogram city’s 
Patenga area. The canal now acts 
as a narrow drain, which has led to 
waterlogging.

Despite objections from 
Chattogram City Corporation (CCC), 
which looks after the canal, the 
tunnel authorities went on with the 
plan, they alleged. 

Ashiqul Islam, executive engineer 
of CCC, said, “We wrote to the tunnel 
authorities last year, asking them 
not to fill the canal. But they have 

gradually filled it up despite our 
objection.”

During a recent visit to Patenga, 
this correspondent found the 
60-foot-wide canal has only four 
feet of space now. The narrowing 
has resulted in waterlogging. This is 
posing a serious threat to livelihoods 
and the environment.

The canal, about 2.5 kilometres 
long, starts from the Bay of Bengal 
and flows into Karnaphuli river, 
beside the tunnel.

In June, heavy rain caused many 
houses in Patenga to get inundated, 
as water could not flow through the 
canal. CCC then held a coordination 
meeting to resolve this.

Shahadat Hossain Rubel, a 
resident of the area, said due to the 
situation, around a hundred houses 
were flooded last month. “We’ve 
already asked the local councillor to 
dig up the canal.”

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury, 
councillor of the South Patenga 
ward, said the canal is crucial for 
drainage in the area. “But the tunnel 
authorities have not only changed 
the canal’s course but also filled up 
parts of the waterway.”

According to Natural Water 
Reservoir Conservation Act 2000, 
all canals and natural water bodies 
must be preserved by the state.
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