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The meeting started at 
3:00pm and lasted for two 
hours. 

Waseqa said most of 
the members and others 
who attended the meeting 
didn’t have any problem 
without using AC. “The 
daylight outside was 
sufficient to conduct the 
meeting,” she added. 

The meeting also 
discussed the foreign 
loan repayment plan 
taken against the power 
generation projects of the 
country. The information 
regarding the payment 
of capacity charges was 
presented to the committee.

The committee 
recommended making 
regulations for repayment 
of loans and interest on 
loans against power plants.  

Killing a canal
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“Filling up any canal is a 
punishable offence under 
the existing law, and action 
will be taken against those 
who filled the canal without 
permission,” Mufidul Alam, 
director of Department of 
Environment’s Chattogram 
region, told The Daily Star 
recently.

Rafiqul Islam, chief 
engineer of CCC, said in 
a meeting that the tunnel 
authorities have illegally 
filled a part of the canal 
and turned it into a drain. 
Despite objections, they did 
not stop filling the canal.

Due to this, new areas are 
being flooded in Patenga. If 
the canal is not restored, 
waterlogging cannot be 
solved, he added. “We 
have written to the tunnel 
authorities to restore the 
canal to its original form. 
But they did not respond to 
our letter.”

Despite the original 
dimensions of the canal 
being in Karnaphuli 
Tunnel’s (also known as 
Bangabandhu tunnel) 
master-plan, the tunnel 
authorities filled a part of 
it to widen the nearby road.

Abul Kalam Azad, 
deputy project director of 
Karnaphuli tunnel, told this 
newspaper, “We have made 
drains for the movement of 
water to avoid waterlogging 
during monsoon.”

He said, “We have 
signed an agreement with 
Chattogram Development 
Authority [CDA] to re-dig 
the canal. CDA will re-
excavate it after completion 
of road work.”
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Reduce info gap
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female migrant workers 
went abroad between 
January 1991 to June 2022. 

“While the instances 
of harassment got more 
coverage, information 
related to the migration 
process and availability of 
services was given very little 
focus,” she said. 

Mohuya Leya Falia, MJF 
programme coordinator, 
said, “[The media] should 
be careful about their 
wordings while reporting 
on the issues of female 
migrant workers to not 

disrespect them in any 
way.”

However, Rashad 
Ahmad, staff 
correspondent of The 
New Age, said, “It is the 
responsibility of the media 
to report on migrant 
workers’ troubles. The focus 
should be on improving 
the migration process for 
female workers.”

Chaired by Nusrat 
Sultana, treasurer of CWCS, 
representatives from 
different bodies working on 
migrant workers’ welfare 
spoke at the event.

We are all 
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government, the country’s 
armed forces and people 
during the Liberation War.

Referring to the 
current flood situation in 
Bangladesh, the PM said it 
was caused by recent flash 
floods in Assam, Meghalaya 
and Arunachal. She said 
Bangladesh stands ready to 
work together with India to 
overcome natural disasters.

The Indian Army chief 
talked about the ongoing 
military cooperation 
between the two countries.

He said he would visit 
Ramu Cantonment in 
Cox’s Bazar today.

Overworked
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department Prof Dr Md 
Tofazzol Hossain, for the 
treatment of the newborn.

She is now being treated 
at Neonatal Incentive 
Care Unit (NICU), said Dr 
Wayez Uddin Farazi, deputy 
director of the hospital. 

The girl has been 
suffering from jaundice 
and anaemia along with 
fractures in her right hand, 
the doctor said.

In another development, 
the High Court yesterday 

directed the social welfare 
secretary to immediately 
form a committee to take 
care of the child and asked 
to submit a report before 
the court in three months.

In response to a writ 
petition, the HC also 
ordered the trustee board 
-- which was formed 
under the Road Transport 
Act -- to give Tk 5 lakh 
as the initial cost for the 
newborn’s treatment, 
wellbeing and other 
necessities in 15 days. 

Mahmuda Akther, assistant general manager at PFEC Global, and Shuvashish Roy, 
head of business at The Daily Star, yesterday signed MoU at PFEC Global’s Office in 
Dhaka to distribute the daily among stakeholders of their organisation within the 
country. Imran Kadir, head of marketing at The Daily Star, Akib Hasan Srabon, senior 
executive at The Daily Star, and Ashikur Rahman, manager - digital marketing at PFEC 
Global, were also present. PHOTO: STAR
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The sixth convocation of IUBAT -- International 
University of Business Agriculture and Technology -- was 
held yesterday at Bangabandhu International Conference 
Centre in Dhaka. 

Over 2,000 qualifying students have been awarded 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees through this convocation. 
IUBAT Founder Gold Medal was awarded to four students 
who secured 4.00 out of 4.00 all through their study period. 

Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni presided over the 
convocation and conferred degrees. 

The Convocation Speaker was Prof Dr Kakha Shengelia, 
president of Caucasus University, USA and Chairman 
of the Board, International Association of University 
Presidents, USA. 

Deputy Minister for Education Mohibul Hassan 
Chowdhoury, Justice JFW Phillips, honorary consul for 
Finland, UK and Zubier Alim, chairman of IUBAT Board 
of Trustees, were special guests.

IUBAT holds 6th 
convocation

Portraying rural 
beauty of Bangladesh

Samar Majumder’s solo 
exhibition concludes today

ZAHANGIR ALOM

Renowned artist Samar 
Majumder’s third solo 
exhibition, titled “Soul 
Searching: A Personal 
Journey” took place at the 
Shilpangan, Lalmatia. The 
month-long exhibition 
concludes today.

The artist’s singular 
style occupies time-
honoured folk motifs 
and Bengali ballads. 
Throughout his entire 
life and artistic career, 
Majumder persistently 
experiments with newer 
modes of expression -- his 
compositions are natural, 
as they relate to the 
soul, soil and the bucolic 

beauty of Bangladesh. 
He consciously takes his 
artistic muse and strength 
from human feelings and 
emotions.   

Art lovers can easily 
connect his simplistic 
forms that engage his ideas 
in a dialectical exploration 
of metaphors, nuances and 
meanings. Yet, at the same 
time, they depict different 
expressive modes. 

Closely observing the 
lives of village people, 
artisans, farmers and 
the nature of rural 
Bangladesh, the artist has 
adeptly depicted common 
characters of pastoral 
Bangladesh displayed in 
the exhibition. 
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