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Abu Abdullah
Jahangir
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Freedom
Fighter and
renowned
engineer
A b u
Abdullah
Jahangir
passed away on Wednesday
night at a London hospital.

He was 65.

Abdullah  had been
undergoing cancer
treatment in London.

After the Liberation War,
he travelled to the UK in
1974, where he completed
his BSc in civil engineering
and his MSc and MBA as
well.

He went on to work for
Camden, Wandsworth, and
Redbridge Council and
was the chiel Engineer of
Haringey Council.

He designed many iconic
landmarks in London, such
as the Euston underpass
and flyovers over the
North Circular Road etc.
Abdullah will be buried in
Devon, where he had been
living with his wife and
three children, today after
Juma prayers.

Prottoyon fails to get
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we cannot move forward.
This only makes the process
more time-consuming,” he
said.

Olvine Limited is a
private  company that
manages and  provides
technical support to the
web portal.

“Due to the hassle in

online payment, service
seekers often ask for
manual support for

certification,” added Tofail.

Saifuddin Ahmed,
secretary  of  ward-23
of  Narayanganj City

Corporation, echoed the
same.

Mohammad  Samawat
Ullah, managing director

He had so much more to offer
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Prof Niranjan Adhikary of
DU’s Sanskrit department,
painter Shambhu Acharya,
additional secretary to the
cultural affairs ministry
Monirul Islam, director
general of Department of
Archaeology Shri Ratan
Chandra Pandit also paid
their last respects at the
programme.

Enamul was also
given guard of honour
in the presence of Dhaka
Deputy Commissioner
Md Shahidul Islam at
the beginning of the
programme.

A namaz-e-janaza will
be held at Bogura’s Enamul
Haque Art and Cultural
Academy at  9:30am
today, followed by another

programme of  paying
respects by locals at Bogura
Shaheed Minar.

Later, his body will
be taken to his ancestral
home in Bhelurpara and
will be buried at the family
graveyard after Juma
prayers.

The art expert joined
Dhaka Museum (later
Bangladesh National

Resurrecting Lalkuthi
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In 1874, the then Governor
of India Thomas George
Baring, and Lord
Northbrook, then viceroy
of India (1822-1876), came
to visit Dhaka.

The tenure was marked
by agrarian unrest in
Bengal. To make the
viceroy’s visit memorable,
Raja Rai Bahadur, along
with eminent zamindars
and affluent citizens of
Dhaka, donated Tk 10,000
and Tk 5,000 each to build
the Town Hall in 1879.

A total of Tk 70,000
was spent on it. Due to the
efforts of Zamindar Abhay
Chandra Das, Bhawal
Raja  Kumar Rajendra
Namyani Roy and Dhaka’s
Nawab Ahsanullah Khan
Bahadur stepped forward

issues.

“It happens in only five
to seven percent of cases
due to the glitch by wallet
service providers. We're not
responsible for it,” he said.

“Many officials  still
prefer a manual system due
to a lack of technological
knowledge. That’s why they
keep complaining,” said
Samawat.

He said that they could
not expand the service to
wider areas primarily due
to the pandemic.

Besides, initial non-
cooperation from the local
representatives also slowed
the expansion, he said.

The Cabinet Division
in a letter on February

to establish Northbrook
Town Hall and the adjacent
library.

The hallwasinaugurated
on May 24, 1880, marking
the birth anniversary of
Queen Victoria by the
commissioner of Dhaka.
Nawab  Abdul  Ghani’s
personal orchestra was
brought in to entertain
the commissioner and
other guests during the
inauguration ceremony.

On February 8, 1882, a
public library was added on
the southeast side of the
Hall, which opened in 1887
with a collection of 1,000
books.

Later, it was named the
Johnson Hall and attained
fame for its literary
collection.

After almost 46 vyears,

municipalities and union
parishads.

In an order passed on
February 27, LGD asked
the deputy commissioners
to introduce Prottoyon in
the union parishads under
their jurisdiction.

LGD is also working
on upgrading its manual
services online through
different vendors.

The ministry provides
128 services through its
different local government
organisations, Shafiqul
Islam, a  programmer
at LGD, told this
correspondent.

“We're trying to bring
all services under one
platform. We are currently

of  Olvine, said they 3 directed LGD to scrutinising documents of
recelvesi only a handlul.of introduce Prottoyon in applicants who took partin
complaints on “unpaid” all city corporations, the tender,” he said.
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Rabindranath Tagore was
given a grand reception on
February 7, 1926, in the hall
by Dhaka Municipality and
People’s Association.

The  structure  was
the property of Dhaka
Municipal Corporation.

In 1950, Northbrook
Hall was being used as a
telegram office, and later
as the Central Women’s
College. The road adjacent
to the structure was named
Northbrook Hall Road.

However, many books
from the hall’'s enriched
collection were ruined
during the Liberation War
in 1971. Many donations
were made by patrons from
India to re-establish the
library.

The Maharaja of Tripura
and Zamindar of Baliati

Museum) in 1962. He
became the principal of the
institution in 1965, director
in 1969 and served as its
director general from 1983
to 1991.

In recognition of his
contributions, he was
awarded Ekushey Padak in
2014, Swadhinata Padak in
2017 and Padma Shri award
of India in 2020.

Brojendra Kumar Roy
donated Tk 1,000 each.
Queen Shornomoi donated
Tk 700, while Bishaishori
Devi donated Tk 500.

The structure has lost
its attraction now because
of the new ones such
as the Farashganj club
building, assembly halls,
and community centres
that were built on the same
premises and surrounded it
from all sides.

Three held
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The DB team based on
Beauty’s information

arrested the others as they
were planning to get away
after withdrawing parts of
the deposited money, said
DB officials.

Boosting ties
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repatriation is concerned,”
said a foreign ministry
official.

On the other hand,
Asean has been in trouble
due to Myanmar’s double
crisis — one being the
Rohingya influx following
a military  crackdown,
which the US determined
as genocide, and the other
is the military coup.

In April last vyear,
Asean adopted a five-
point consensus on

Myanmar. Those include
an immediate end (o
violence in  Myanmar;
dialogue among all
parties concerned; the
appointment of a special
€nvoy;, provision of
humanitarian  assistance
by Asean; and a visit by

the bloc’s special envoy
to Myanmar to meet with
all parties. Rights bodies
say Myanmar has largely
violated the consensus.

Foreign ministry
officials said Bangladesh,
which is the bridge between
South Asia and Southeast
Asia, is eager to improve
connectivity and trade with
Asean.

Bangladesh has long
sought to secure observer
status of Asean. Also,
the country is seeking
to be connected to the
India-Myanmar-Thailand
Trilateral Highway.

While improving trade
with Asean is imperative,
it is also crucial for
Bangladesh to quickly start
Rohingya repatriation, the
officials added.

Wildlife under
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vicinity, a  significant
amount of wildlife is under
threat,” he added.

Muntasir
lecturer of zoology at
Dhaka  University, said
the most flood-affected
animals are fishing cats,
snakes, civet species, wild
cats, foxes, and monkeys.
Their habitat has been
completely destroyed.

“It’s also worrisome that
there’s hardly any data on
how many animals have
been endangered or how
many of them have died,”
he added.

On June 17, the forest
department recovered
bird-hunting devices and
several cages from Kakia
Bazar in Sreemangal. The
following day, it rescued
a snake from a fruit shop
at Bhanugachha Bazar in
Kamalganj.

A fishing cat took
refuge in Lal Mia’s house
in  Ganpur village of
Habiganj’s Baniachang
upazila. Upon receiving

Akash,

the news, the forest
department also rescued it.
Hunting  traps  for

capturing wild animals
were seized from a forest in
Lawachhara National Park.

Prof Md Enamul
Haque, chairman of the

department of animal
nutrition at Sylhet
Agricultural University,

said food crisis and habitat
has become the biggest
problem for wildlife like
birds and insects in the
floods. Various animals,
including monkeys, often
come to the locality for
food. The crisis has become
more acute due to the
floods.

Rezaul Karim
Chowdhury, divisional
forest officer of Sylhet's
Wildlife Management

and Nature Conservation
Department, said, “Many
wild animals have been
trapped due to the floods.
Many of them are at
risk, and only some of
these animals have been
rescued.”

Not this century-old
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union, said he was also
against the construction
and was unaware of the
project being implemented
there. This correspondent
tried to contact the union
parishad chair Jiaul Alom
Jhunu but found his cell
phone switched off.

“The land is recorded
as an abandoned Khas
land. Hence we decided
to implement the project
there,” said Shahzadpur
UNO Md Tarikul Islam.

“There is no official

document proving it as
a playground. We have
already  submitted the
proposal and are currently
waiting for funds to be
allocated,” he added.

About the protest,
Tarikul said they discussed
it with the local MP and UP
chair before taking up the
project.

“As the locals are
protesting the project, the
decision will have to come
from the higher authority.
We will inform them of the
issue,” the UNO added.

UN allots $5m
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are still living in shelters,”
Lewis said.

“The flood waters are
receding very slowly and
their homes are completely
destroyed. There is an
urgent need to scale
up our support to the
government’s emergency

response,” she added.

This brings the
current funding of the
Humanitarian  Response
Plan to $12  million
(Tk 112 crore), which is
approximately 20 percent
of the necessary $58.4
million that was identified.

No foreign power
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BNP that go to the people
instead, who will elect their
next leaders. It’s the people

who have real power,
not foreigners,” added
Razzaque.

Meanwhile, Local
Government and  Rural

Development Minister Md
Tazul Islam yesterday said
calling on foreigners (o
interfere in internal affairs
of the country, including
the national elections, will
bring misfortune to the
country.

Tazul made the
comment after a meeting
with newly-appointed
EU ambassador Charles
Whatley at his office.

The  minister  said
Bangladesh is an
independent-sovereign
country. If there is any
internal problem, people

can discuss it among
themselves.
“If you discuss

[internal matters| with a
representative of a foreign
country, it belittles your
own country.”

US observing labour
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Bangladesh ~ wants  all
eligible agencies to be
allowed to recruit workers
to Malaysia. The Malaysian
government, however, sent
Bangladesh a list of 25
recruiting agents. There are
allegations that one Dato
Amin, a Bangladeshi-born
Malaysian citizen, is behind
the syndication. He is also
reported to be behind the
syndicate of 10 agents
during the 2016-18 period.

Over a week ago,
Malaysian Anti-corruption
Commission raided the
office of Bestinet, an IT
firm owned by Amin,
in Malaysia. The firm
provides IT support for the
recruitment of migrants
from Bangladesh.

Asked about the TIP
report, the US official said
she was not going to say
what tier Bangladesh falls
in the report this year. But,
the country was in Tier
2 for the last two years.
Before that, the country fell
under Tier-2 Watch List for
three consecutive years.

TIP has three tiers - Tier-

1, Tier-2, Tier-2 Watch List
and Tier-3, with Tier 1 being
the best category in terms
of taking actions against
human trafficking and
Tier-3 being the worst.

Any country falling in
Tier-3 faces sanctions on
development assistance.

Asked how the US
government assesses the
situation in Bangladesh,
the official said generally
the US and Bangladesh
have good partnership
in anti-trafficking
cooperation. The measures
include creating awareness,
investigation and
prosecution, and victim
support.

TIP Report 2022 will
be its 22nd instalment
and  will cover 188
countries, including the
US. Trafficking means
falsifying to, coercing and
defrauding people for
employing or transferring
them from one place to
another for labour or
commercial sex. This can
happen within a country
or from one country to
another.

Mujibur
Rahman

no more
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

M d
Mujibur
Rahman,
father
of  Jatiya
Press Club
and Dhaka ;
Reporters  Unity  (DRU)
permanent member and
special reporter, MA Bakir,
passed away on July 10 at
1:05pm in his own home.

He was 78. Mujibur
left behind two sons and
daughters. He was buried
in Azimpur graveyard after
a namaz-e-janaza.

Z.akeria Khan
passes away

CITY DESK

Lloyds
Register
Bangladesh, passed away
on Wednesday.

A naval engineer trained
in the UK, he was in the
merchant marine before
joining Lloyds Register,
said a press release.

He left behind his wife
Masuma Khan Majlis and
son Demir Khan Maijlis,
younger brother Saleh
Khan Majlis and many
family members, [riends
and well-wishers.

His namaz-c¢-janaza was
held yesterday at Gulshan
Azad Mosque after Zuhr
prayers. He was laid (o rest
in Banani graveyard.

SSC routine
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is overseeing all matters
related to the exams.”
Farlier on July 6, Dipu
Moni said flood-affected
students who lost their
textbooks will be given new
books. The government
will hold the SSC exam only
after handing over the new
books.
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