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France celebrates its National Day in
commemoration of the storming of
the Bastille in Paris on the 14th of July
1789. It remains the powerful symbol
of the French revolutionary fight for
emancipation from a then absolute
monarchy, followed a few weeks later
by the landmark proclamation of the
“Declaration of the Rights of Man and
of the Citizen”, opening the long and
arduous way to the establishment of
democracy and the rule of law.

Since the beginning of our shared
history, France has been a committed
partner in its relationship with
Bangladesh. Our country has heard the
voice of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman: in
1971, André Malraux relayed his call to

support the freedom and independence
fighters. Two years later, he was received
with great honors in Dhaka by the
President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. A
recent publication in France, “Malraux
and Bangladesh” retraces in details this
founding moment and the symbol of
our friendship and this beautiful book is
currently being translated into Bangla.

The official visit of Honorable Prime
Minister to France from November 9th to
November 13th of 2021 has reflected the
strong bond and the friendship between
our two countries.

As underlined by the joint statement
adopted on November 9th, France
and Bangladesh share many views,
in particular the vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific region respectful of
international law. In this regard France
was delighted to see Bangladesh take
part in the Indo-Pacific ministerial
Forum in Paris on February 22nd this
year. France and Bangladesh once
again reaffirmed their determination to
strengthen partnerships in the field of

blue economy, defense and science in
particular.

While Bangladesh is still facing
the challenges of climate change,
France commends the leading role of
Bangladesh in the Climate Vulnerable
Forum. France remains at the disposal
of Bangladesh in this area as well as in
the field of infrastructures, particularly
transportation, access to clean water,
energy and telecommunications.

This year is a great and special year
as France and Bangladesh celebrated on
14th February 2022 the 50th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic
relationships between both countries.

2022 is a milestone in many ways
for Franco-Bangladeshi cooperation
as we are also celebrating the 30
years archeological cooperation
and exploration of the large site of
Mahasthangarh, north of Bogra. This
archaeological cooperation is the longest
standing cooperation between our two
countries. With excavations being carried
out jointly by French and Bangladeshi
archaeologist this endeavours stands
as a perfect symbol of our two country
cooperating by sharing knowledge and
resources to work together towards a
common goal.

In the context of the Covid-19
pandemic, France did display vaccine
solidarity, in particular within the
framework of the Covax facility with the
support of the vaccination program of
the French Development Agency.

The French Development Agency,
who opened its Dhaka office in 2012
has since become a key player in
development cooperation in Bangladesh
with projects in many different areas
such as energy, water, transportation,
health and finance. On May 12th 2022,
a Host Country Agreement between
the Government of France and the
Government of Bangladesh has been
signed to legally seal the establishment
of the AFD as a Development Partner
of Bangladesh. On this occasion AFD
renewed its commitment in supporting
green and inclusive growth in
Bangladesh.

We now have to keep working together
to combine our strength in order to
consolidate mutual economic and
social benefits and to face the numerous
challenges to come.

Let me assure you that the French
Embassy will continue to play an active
role to further strengthen the friendly
relations between our two countries.

Vive l'amitié entre la France et le
Bangladesh

Long live France and Bangladesh
Friendship

Joy Bangla

Guillaume AUDREN de KERDREL
Chargé d’affaires

Archaeologi

Thirty years ago, in 1992,
Bangladesh and France signed a
cultural cooperation agreement,
which was renewed in 2000. Still
active, this agreement marks the
longest cooperation between our
two countries. Its main objective
is to continue the archaeological
exploration of the large site of
Mahasthangarh, north of Bogra.
The excavations are being carried
out jointly by the Department of
Archaeology of the Ministry of
Culture, and more specifically the
Regional Directorate of Rajshahi
division, led by Naheed Sultana,
and a French team. From 1992 to
2012, the latter was led by Prof.
Jean-Francois Salles, from the
Maison de I'Orient méditerranéen
in Lyon, and then, since 2013, by Dr.
Vincent Lefevre, who is Director of
Collections at the National Museum
for Asian Arts - Guimet in Paris and
is assisted by Dr. Coline Lefrancg.
The site of Mahasthangarh has
been known since the 19th century
and has been the subject of
numerous excavation campaigns.
But the cooperation established
over the last thirty years has the
great advantage of marking a real
continuity in research. First of all,
it has endeavoured to provide a
chronological framework for the
city, thanks to several years of
stratigraphic exploration (along
with radiocarbon dating) of key
sectors of the city: the eastern
rampart, from 1993 to 2000, and
the Mazar sector, to the southeast
of the citadel, from 2001 to 2011.
This made it possible to phase in
a very long occupation sequence
that stretches from the 4th century
BCE to at least the 14th century CE
and to show that, although the
rampart has been rebuilt many
times, its overall layout is original
and dates back to the foundation of
the city. The excavations also made
it possible to document periods
for which written sources are rare
or non-existent. For example,
traces of an important siege were
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discovered, which can be placed
towards the end of the 7th century,
or of an ecarthquake which seems
to have affected the city in the 13th
century.

Since 2012, while the general
chronology is better known, joint
research has focused more on the
urban organisation of the site. The
excavations have thus focused on
a sector located to the south-east
of the Bairagir Bhita temples, on
the axis that runs from the north
eastern gate to the Mazar sector in
the eastern part of the citadel, i.e. on
the side of the Karatoya River, which
environmental studies carried out
in conjunction with the excavations
have shown to have once been a very
large river, probably as important as
the present Padma and Jamuna.

Unlike the French team, which is
usually able to carry out only one
mission per year, the Bangladeshi
archaeologists are naturally on
site and thus have the opportunity,
outside the joint programme, to
excavate other parts of the city—
notably the Bairagir Bhita temples
and other sites in the vicinity, such
as the Buddhist monasteries of

30 years of Franco-Bangla
cal cooperation

Bihar and Vasu Bihar.

However, the excavations—
and the publications that result
from them—do not constitute the
totality of the French-Bangladeshi
cooperation, since it also includes
a very important  (raining
component. This takes the form
of hosting young Bangladeshi
professionals during excavations,
but also of regular internships in
France, or even practical seminars
organised on site, for example on
the conservation and management
of excavated material.

Of  course, the Covid-19
pandemic put a stop to this fruitful
cooperation for a while. But at the
beginning of 2022, the French
team was finally able to return
to the site and a new excavation
campaign is planned for the end
of the year. It is now a question
of exploring the western part of
the site, where there are no visible
archaeological remains. This will
lead to a new methodology, giving
less importance to extensive
excavations and more to soundings
and the use of remote sensing tools
and, if possible, the use of a drone.

Franco-Bangladeshi
Economic Relationships

Economic relations between
Bangladesh and France have shown
a strong reprisal in 2021 after a
decrease of 15% in value of our
bilateral trade in 2020 caused by the
pandemia of Covid-19.

Last year, our bilateral trade has
reached FUR 3.26 billion, showing
an increase of 18% compared to
2020.

Fueled mainly by the RMG sector
and some leather products, which
represent 98% of French imports
from Bangladesh, the total value
of imports increased by 21% in a
year to reach a record EUR 3.01
billion in 2021. France remains
one of Bangladesh’s largest export
markets, and its third customer in
the European Union, all products
considered.

Unfortunately, French exports

to Bangladesh decreased again, by
20% compared to 2020, amounting
to EUR 191 million, back to the level
reached in 2017. French exports are
boosted by electrical machinery and
industrial equipment, such as gas
turbines & equipment manufactured
by GENERAL ELECTRIC in Belfort,
France and Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients for pharma industry
from SERVIER.

Consequently, our bilateral
deficit which registered a threefold
increase in the last ten years, came
up to EUR 2.88 billion last year.
To reduce the huge trade deficit
we are facing, France is eager to
put its world acclaimed know-
how and experience at the service
of Bangladesh and its people,
especially in the sectors where our
companies’ excellence is proven

worldwide. Hence, we follow with
a keen interest developments in
such sectors as power generation
(including renewable energy), rail
transportation, water (reatment
and all environment related issues.

Few events have marked Year
2021, due to Covid-19, which forced
the unfortunate cancellation in
April 2020 of a visit by MEDEF
INTERNATIONAL, the French
equivalent to FBCCL

The individual strength of both
IFrance and Bangladesh are to be
amply utilized and shared in order
to consolidate the mutual economic
and social benefits. France and
its companies are committed
to developing their action and
establishing partnerships which
would allow Bangladesh to reach its
ambitious economic targets.

'

Md. Shafquat Matin
President

“The French Revolution not only emancipated the French people but it was
a beacon of hope for the down trodden people all over the world. This
event for the very first time associated the future of the people with the
land they were living on. For the first time in the history, people chanted
slogans for their country and that is continuing till today globally”.

Vive la France et le Bangladesh.

Long live France & Bangladesh.

“Warm wishes on French National Day, a day to honor the
bravery of those who fought for the freedom of France. May
France — Bangladesh friendship live long”.

M A Reaz
Vice President
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