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Nyma Nargis
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

N y m a
Nargis,
executive
director of
Institute of
Communi-
cations
Studies, died of brain stroke
on Tuesday at LabAid
Hospital. She was 44.

Nyma completed her
graduation and  post-
graduation from Mass
Communication and
Journalism department of
Dhaka University.

She left behind her only
son.

Her family will take
decision regarding her
burial and namaz-e-janaza
after one of her sisters
returns home from abroad.

Air quality
in traflic free
Dhaka ‘good’

UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka’s air quality was
“good” yesterday morning.

With an air quality index
(AQI) score of 37 at 9:04am
today, the capital city of
Bangladesh ranked 39th in
the list of world cities with
the worst air quality.

An AQI between O and
50 is considered “good”
while between 50 and 100
is “moderate”. An AQI
between 101 and 200 is
considered “unhealthy”.

Tale from a

undred years ago

155-year-old stone inscription found in Natore
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who is also the president of the
Bishnu temple committee, said

inscription on it has been found
at Natore’s Madhnagar village
recently, bearing the history
of a 155-year-old “Rath Jatra”
festival.

The inscription -- Sanskrit
written in Bangla alphabets --
was done with lead on a piece of
white stone.

The family of Pintu
Adhikari, a Hindu priest, has
been preserving the stone at

declared it a “valuable piece of
artifact”.

Nahid
director of Rajshahi divisional

Sultana, deputy
archaeology department, said
they would visit Madhnagar
soon. “Such a stone cannot
stay at a private house. It is
a documentation of ancient
history.”

This correspondent saw the
stone during a recent visit to

the stone was on the temple’s
front wall. “The temple was
destroyed in the 70s. Our family
has been preserving the stone
since then,” said Pintu.

Rajshahi University’s
former  Sanskrit  professor
Manjula Chowdhury translated
the inscription for  this
correspondent.

According to Chowdhury,

the stone says Jamini Sundori
Bashak, the zamindar of Pabna’s

Madhnagar. Pintu Adhikari,
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Dilalpur, patronised for a Rath
made up of bronze at Madhnagar
in 1867. He also raised a Bishnu
temple at the site.

Till the partition in 1947, the
Rath Jatra festival was organised
every monsoon. The month-long
festival would draw devotees
from across the then Indian
subcontinent, locals said.

The bronze Rath, which used
to be in front of the temple, is
still there. Most of its grandeur,
however, has been robbed, as it
has been neglected for years.

Ignoring directives

FROM PAGE 3
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina advised people to
take austerity measures in
the wake of global inflation.

“Everyone has toincrease
their own savings; we all
have to be economical.
Everyone has (o protect
themselves by  saving
something, by practising
austerity,” she said.

Noting that the
governmentisdiscouraging
import of luxury goods,

Hasina urged all not to
import nonessential goods.

Yesterday, talking to
The Daily Star, DNCC Chief
Executive Officer Selim
Reza said he would look
into whether the councillor
applied to travel for tourism
purposes. “I'm yet to look
into what instruction the

LGD has given.”
“We'll seek an
explanation  from  the

councillor and write back
to LGD,” he said.

Dhaka Gate to return
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A residential area was
established around the gate
at that time. It was known
as Shujatpur and Chistia.
During those days, Dhaka
was [requently attacked
from the north by Magh
and Portuguese pirates. It
is generally believed that
the gate was apparently a
border of Dhaka and was
built to counter the pirates.

It was later rebuilt by
Charles Dawes in 1825.

Currently, it resides in
the DU area near Curzon
Hall and Shishu Academy.

The DSCC has recently
taken up a project to
restore the gate.

Heritage specialist
Prof Abu Sayeed, who is
heading the project, said,
“We'll give it a look that
will make visitors actually
understand that there was
a gate of great significance
here a long time ago.”

“There were three pillars
cach on two sides of the

gate, of which, one was
broken. We will restore
those,” he added.

Pinnacles on the pillar’s
top will be added and lights
will be set up, Sayeed said.
“A panel board will be
set up at the gate, where
Dhaka Gate’s history will
be written.”

DSCC chief  town
planner Md Sirajul Islam
said a gate of such historic

importance cannot be
ignored.
He said DSCC appointed

Prof Sayeed as a consultant
due to his experience in
renovating heritage sites.

“Around Tk 74 Ilakh
will be required for the
renovation. So far, the
initial design’s drawing has
been submitted,” he said.

It will take around two
months to complete the
tender procedure, after
which they will start
construction work, which
would take six months to
be completed, he said.

Still a lot to do

FROM PAGE 5

(one at Anwara and another
at Patenga) will see heavy
traffic flow after opening,
as vehicles going to-and-fro
the airport, Chattogram

is giving Tk 5,913.19 crore
at an interest rate of 2
percent, while Bangladesh
government is providing
the rest.

The main tunnel is 3.32

constructed over China
Harbour Road and
Tunnel Approach Road

intersection.
A fire-service station
needs to be built at the

Living with
FROM PAGE 3
company in Beirut, said he
will wait until December
this year before considering
whether he should return
to Bangladesh.

Titu said he told his

- Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
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