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Tk 1,238cr
lost to tflood
in Sylhet

Says govt report
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of about Tk 1,238 crore, claimed six lives and displaced
around 3.68 lakh people.

About 2,718sq km area of 92 unions and wards of the
district’s 13 upazilas wasseriously affected by the deluge,
according to the assessment report prepared by the
District Relief and Rehabilitation Centre.

Heavy rains in the country’s north-eastern region and
onrush of water from upstream Indian states of Assam
and Meghalaya caused
the flooding, which badly

damaged roads, dams, crops Heavy rains in the
and houses. country’s north-

In a bid to take up short ecastern region
and long-term programmes and onrush
to address the loss, the of water from

Department of Disaster
Management (DDM) has
taken an initiative to

upstream Indian
states of Assam

prepare damage assessment and Meghalaya
reports on 17 flood-affected caused the
districts. flooding.

The Daily Star has
obtained a copy of the
assessment report on Sylhet district. The deputy
commissioner of Sylhet has approved the report and sent
it to the DDM, said sources.

Floods completely damaged 2,072 thatched houses in
the district’s six upazilas and partially damaged another
34,175. About Tk 122.80 crore is needed to rebuild and
repair those, reads the report.

Another Tk 90.81 crore is required for repair of 9,019
semi-pucca houses damaged partially, it adds.

Floodwaters swept away 886 cattle worth about Tk
77.3 lakh and about 48,000 poultry worth Tk 1.45 crore.

The devastating flood has also damaged cropland and
seedbeds.

Data shows the damage to 18,940 hectares of cropland
in Sylhet caused an estimated financial loss of Tk 115.44
crore. The deluge also inundated seedbeds, causing
financial damages of Tk 22.98 crore.

Many power stations were submerged in the flooding,
causing disruptions in electricity supplies to many parts
of Sylhet.

The report shows the deluge affected 253km power
lines in nine upazilas.

Floods destroyed about 3,388km road worth around
Tk 357.24 crore and damaged 442 bridges and culverts.

About 188.66km of embankments were also damaged
in the river and haor areas of Sylhet.
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Former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe lies on the ground after he was shot during an election campaign in Nara, western Japan

yesterday.

12 crore people can’t
aftford healthy diet

Says UN report about Bangladesh

MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA

Do you know how much a
person living in Bangladesh
needs to pay every day to
maintain a healthy diet?

It is roughly Tk 286 ($3.064)
in Bangladesh whereas the global
average is about Tk 331 ($3.54),
according to the UN’s flagship
report styled “The state of food
security and nutrition in the
world 2022: Repurposing Food
and Agricultural Policies to Make
Healthy Diets More Affordable.”

The daily cost of maintaining
a healthy diet for a person in
Bangladesh was $2.882 in 2017,
$2.971in 2018, $3.024 in 2019
and it reached to $3.064 in 2020,
said the report.

“In 2020, the sharp increase
in global food prices in the
second half of the year translated
directly into an increased average
cost of a healthy diet at the
global level, and for all regions
and almost all subregions in the
world,” the report said published
yesterday.

According to the WHO,
healthy diets include less than
30 percent of total energy intake
from fats, less than 10 percent
of total energy intake from
free sugars, consumption of at
least 400 grams of fruits and
vegetables per day; and not more
than 5 grams per day of salt (to
be iodized).

“Between 2019 and 2020, Asia
witnessed the highest surge in
the cost of a healthy diet (4.0
percent),” said the report, adding
that almost 3.1 billion people
could not afford a healthy diet in
2020 - an increase of 112 million
more people than in 2019.

When it comes to affordability
of a healthy diet in Bangladesh,
over 12 crore people could not
afford healthy diet in 2020 and
the number of such population
was two crores more than the
previous year. But the number
was 12.3 crore in 2017.

The report said although there
were hopes that the world would
emerge from the pandemic in
2021 and food security would

begin to improve but world
hunger rose further in 2021.

“The increase in global
hunger in 2021 reflects
exacerbated inequalities across
and within countries due to an
unequal pattern of economic
recovery among countries and
unrecovered income losses
among those most affected by
the Covid-19 pandemic.”

Although the prevalence of
undernourishment rose to 9.8
percent in 2021 from 9.3 percent
in 2020, the rate in Bangladesh
was 11.4 percent in 2021, the
report said.

It said around 2.3 billion
people in the world were
moderately or severely food
insecure in 2021, and 11.7
percent of the global population
faced food insecurity at severe
levels.

When it comes to Bangladesh,
a total of 10.7 percent people
of the total population faced
severe food insecurity while 31.7
percent people faced moderate
or severe food insecurity.

Television’s

beloved ‘Maa’
no more

SADI MOHAMMAD
SHAHNEWAZ

“All these years, the love
that I have received from
fans and fellow artistes is
unparalleled. I feel proud
and emotional when my
co-actors call me Maa,”
Sharmili Ahmed had said
in her last interview with
The Daily Star in May.

The entire
entertainment industry
was in mourning when the
news broke of Sharmili’s
death at her Uttara home.

The 75-year-old artiste,
who was suffering from
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Nasa releases
James Webb
telescope
‘teaser’ picture

AFP, Washington

Nasa has provided a
tantalizing teaser
photo ahead
of the highly
anticipated
release next
week of the
first deep-
space images
from the James
Webb Telescope
— an instrument so
powerful it can peer
back into the origins of
the universe.

The $10 billion observatory
launched in December last year and now orbiting
the Sun a million miles (1.5 million kilometers)
away [rom Farth - can look where no telescope
has looked before thanks to its enormous
primary mirror and instruments that focus on
infrared, allowing it to peer through dust and
gas.

The first fully formed pictures are set
for release on July 12, but Nasa provided an
SEE PAGE 5 COL 8

Pilgrims pack
Mt Arafat for
climax of hajj

AFP, Mount Arafat
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Huge crowds of robed
Muslim pilgrims prayed
on Saudi Arabia’s Mount
Arafat yesterday, the
climax of the biggest

hajj pilgrimage since the
pandemic forced drastic
cuts in numbers two years
in a row.

Groups of worshippers,
many holding umbrellas
against the fierce sun,
recited verses from the
Holy Quran on the rocky
rise, where the Prophet
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Mohammed (PBUH) is - ETE-
believed to have given his -3 o
final sermon. ==
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: Arafat are the highlight of
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holy city of Makkah, during the climax € pLgrimage, capped tis
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of the Hajj pilgrimage yesterday. Inset,
Pilgrims touch the pillar atop Mount
Arafat, also known as Jabal al-Rahma
(Mount of Mercy). The crowds, capped
at one million including 850,000 from

including 850,000 from

abroad. Jﬁ'
Pilgrims, many in white

robes, chanted “Oh Allah,

here I am” as they reached
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will sleep under the stars
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