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With older KE Corollas in Bangladesh 

dwindling in numbers, spotting 

untouched examples - ones which 

aren’t chopped and hacked up by local 

mechanics - are already few and far 

between. Minty and restored examples 

are hardly around or spotted in broad 

daylight. That being said, Mahir Zawad’s 

resto-modded KE70 featured in 2020 

was a breath of fresh air in an otherwise 

monotonous project car scene in Dhaka. 

As it turns out, the apple certainly didn’t 

fall far from the tree, as we shine the 

spotlight on Mahir’s cousin, Ataul Gony, 

and his resto-modded KE70 with an 

oversized heart transplant. 

I’ve seen fragile KE70s with a 4AGE 

swap, but I can’t say that there is a 

duplicate of this build as of now. The first 

time I laid my eyes on this exact car was 

two years ago at a car meet. It was sitting 

on 14-inch techno phantom style wheels, 

with surface rust on fenders, drawing a 

very apparent influence from Mahir’s 

KE70. Fast forward to April 2022, and one 

wouldn’t be able to tell that the car I saw 

two years ago is the exact same. Of course, 

the transformation would have been 

sooner if it wasn’t for the pandemic, as 

the lockdown had seriously hindered his 

plans and the initial stage of sorting out 

the build. After taking out the overhauled 

1.2-litre carburetted 4K engine for a spin, 

Gony craved a lot more potent firepower. 

Thus came the raspy and hot-headed 

2-litre 3SGE beams, co-developed by 

Toyota and Yamaha for their sportier 

offerings such as the Altezza, MR2 and the 

Celica made immediate sense mated to a 

five-speed manual. 

Gone are the single beam headlights 

in favour of a different front fascia. The 

paint is fabulous under sunlight, proudly 

revealing its olive green hues. Under 

overcast skies, it’s mostly black and burnt 

caramel. Much to my dismay, the ‘hotboi’ 

style 14-inch techno phantoms are gone, 

replaced with much more modern XXRs 

one size up. The fender mirrors scream 

retro while the 3SGE purrs and screams 

a metallic howl through the TRD Sango 

muffler. The party piece of a KE70, one 

which is only being realised now is the 

fact that they’re rear-wheel driven on a 

much shorter wheelbase. This means that 

the humble sedan from the 80s can be 

transformed into a sublimely handling 

street build - which this obviously is. 

The differential was upgraded to a 

stronger replacement to cope with the 

increased number of horses the car wasn’t 

designed to handle. Such limitations 

are painfully obvious thanks to the TRD 

coil-overs and RSR springs, along with 

the GAB strut bar, a host of Ultra Racing 

catalogue sway and strut bars all around 

and last but not the least, techno toy 

tuning prothane bushings, as the ride is 

stiff, to say the least, akin to a go-kart. 

However, Gony is happy to report that the 

Corolla comes into its own in the twisties. 

The Sparco buckets dutifully do their 

best in supporting the front passengers 

through corners with the added level of 

grip and power.

The bigger discs and Zestino slicks 

keep its stopping power and grip levels in 

check, while power steering is the most 

convenient mod for a build like this. The 

subtly nodding Bosozoku style ducktail 

spoiler and the fender flares mask the 

increased track in maintaining both form 

and function.

Rome wasn’t built in a day and 

certainly not this KE70 either, as the build 

took nearly 5 years in the making - from 

delivery to rolling out the garage with a 

new lease on life. 
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Remote working has been in practice 
worldwide for quite a long time. With 
the advancement of technology and the 
availability of the internet, Bangladesh 
started entering this realm of digital 
nomads during the surge of the Covid-19 
outbreak. This led to the rise of what we 
know as digital nomads.

Digital nomads do not have a specific 
working place. They move from place 
to place to carry on with their work. 
With internet availability and proper 
functioning device, they accomplish their 
appointed tasks and continue their job. 
Traditionally, the people of our country 
are inclined towards desk work. 

Digital nomads tend to believe in the 
productivity of being physically present 
in the office. But in the interim, they 
had to cope with the Covid-19 situation 
by maintaining social distance. Hence, 
remote working came into the scenario. 
Here are some tips, tricks and ethics for 
you to consider if you’re planning on 
switching to a digital nomad lifestyle.

Mindset
The concept of remote working is 
relatively new in Bangladesh. As such, 
there can be misconceptions regarding 
the functionality of this new system. 
To get hold of this work situation, be 
mindful and accepting.

Prepare yourself to learn new things, 
adapt to new practices and communicate 
more intensively. Try to culture the 
mindset of co-operation for gradual 
development and coping.

Deciding your flexibility
The most amazing part of remote working 
is flexibility. In this system, you are 
not bound to work in a fixed 
environment for 
a fixed time. So, 
you can adjust 
your flexibility 
according to your 
needs and liking.

Nevertheless, 
you can get 
overwhelmed with 
work pressure if 
you are not utilising 
time. Always try to 
schedule your timeline with the necessary 
work shifts. You can be regular in it or 
even shuffle the time between weeks. Do 
what is best for you according to your 
working nature and procedure. Try to 
recognise your strengths and weaknesses 
to determine what works best for you. 

Selecting comfortable locations
One of the most necessary conditions 
for remote working is a good internet 
connection. You can work from home 
or someplace with good WiFi. Since the 
whole procedure of remote working is 
based on communication via the internet, 
select it accordingly.

The internet speed varies in different 

places in Bangladesh. But on average, 
the mobile internet speed is around 6 to 
10 Mbps. And the broadband speed is 
about 25 to 30 Mbps. Try to choose your 
working space according to your comfort 
and connectivity speed.

Communication
For digital nomads, the interacting 
pattern shifts to presenting your work and 
technical skills without being physically 
present. There can be problems if you are 

not communicating 
directly and 
instantly. 
Miscommunication 
can lead to 
blunders or 
ineffective. 

Practise doing 
your work at 
your own pace 
and flexibility by 
keeping everyone 

updated. Interact or reach out 
whenever you need help or instructions. 
Try to follow them for smooth execution 
of your work.  

Meeting deadlines
Flexibility can often lead to a lack 
of motivation to work due to many 
distractions. To get rid of this issue, try to 
find motivation by maintaining regularity 
in your flexible schedule. Discipline can 
go a long way and get things done even 
in a flexible routine. You might find 
it difficult at the start, but keep going. 
Everything will come around eventually. 
Try to start with the small and easy tasks 
first to get going. The kickstart will inspire 
you to do more work. 

Dealing with emergencies
To deal with emergencies, be prompt and 
present. While working remotely, be extra 
careful and vigilant while dealing with 
emergencies.  

Taking one problem at a time and 
dividing the load with others, you 
can cope with any urgent situation. 
For this, you will need the skills like 
communication and co-operating 
mentality. It might get uncomfortable 
sometimes and even tiring. But challenges 
like this make one more skilled and 
organised. 

Organising finances
Working according to your flexibility 
might often increase your expenses. You 
will need a plan for your expenses. Save a 
specific part of your money for the future 
and spend the rest according to your 
needs.

Digital nomads travel from place to 
place. New places might require different 
expenses. You have to be mindful and 
prepared before travelling anywhere. Take 
proper information regarding the place 
you are travelling to and its expenses. Plan 
a budget by mapping your travel. You 
can also get health insurance for future 
emergencies.  

Technical knowledge
The scenario in Bangladesh regarding 
technical knowledge is improving 
gradually. Owing to the necessity of 
learning new things and practises, people 
are now inclined to learn technical skills.  

Implementing your technical 
knowledge and learning new skills is 
essential for digital nomads. Because 
the world is evolving as time passes, and 

people now rely on technology more 
than we can imagine. Always be open to 
learning new skills. Be curious about how 
different apps and platforms work. 

Apps that help keep track
You have to be productive and keep track 
of your progress simultaneously. It can 
get intimidating sometimes. But there are 
different apps to help you increase your 
productivity. 

There are apps like Zoom, G-suite, 
Slack, Toggl, Evernote, Trello and 
Workfrom work with arranging online 
platform meetings, project managing, 
keeping work tracks, personal productivity 
tracks, finding co-working spaces, cafes 
with the internet, etc., can be done using 
these apps. Use these effectively for a 
better working experience.

A proper organisational structure is also 
necessary for the smooth running of work 
online. Plans to acquaint people with 
the new trends and adapting mentality 
is a must. Apart from the workforce, the 
structure has to develop as well. 

Take a break
The last piece of advice for digital nomads 
is to stop working and overloading. Get 
as much as work you can manage. And 
always select a stopping time for your 
work. Else it might affect you and the 
whole workflow negatively. Creating 
a decorated space in your mind and 
workstation will help you go a long way. 
Only then staying sane and working will 
be enjoyable. 

Being a digital nomad in Bangladesh 
may seem daunting, but with prior 
preparation and knowledge, you will 
adapt to the lifestyle in no time.
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