
CITY  
DHAKA FRIDAY JULY 8, 2022 

ASHAR 24, 1429 BS        5

Cattle markets 
near Rohingya 
camps buzzing

MOSTAFA YOUSUF

With Eid getting ever closer, Rohingya camps 
have been in a festive mood lately, as many were 
seen buying animals for sacrifice in nearby cattle 
markets. 

At least 10 cattle markets -- including those 
in Kutupalong, Ukhiya, Morichya, Palongkhali, 
Thengkhali, Balukhali, and Teknaf’s Hnila, 
Huyaikkong and Leda -- have been growing larger 
as each year passes by.

This correspondent visited Kutupalong and 
Ukhiya’s TV Tower cattle markets and talked with a 
few customers. 

Hossen Mia, a resident of Kutupalong Camp- 02, 
went to Kutupalong Bazar to look for a medium-
sized buffalo or bull for Eid. 

“My elder brother lives in Malaysia. He sent us 
some money for Eid with his savings. I managed to 
save from own my income as well, and we decided 
to offer sacrifice,” he said. 

Shahidur Rahman (45), a local cattle trader from 
Lambaghona of Holdiyapalong union, bought 26 
buffaloes from TV Tower cattle market to sell it off 
to Rohingya people. 

“I’ve been coming here since the Rohingya influx 
took place to sell cattle. Since Tuesday, I sold off 10 
buffaloes. Most Rohingyas who bought buffaloes 
said they had an expat relative abroad,” he said. 

Shahid informed most Rohingyas chose small- 
to medium-sized cattle for sacrifice. 

Helal Uddin, Rajapalong union parishad 
member -- which hosts four  camps -- said 
Rohingyas along with the Bangalee community are 
buying cattle for Eid.

But Imrul Kayes Chowdhury, chairperson of 
Haldiyapalong Union Parishad, had a different 
opinion regarding their purchasing power.

“Livestock office says, the demand for sacrificial 
animals in Ukhiya upazila is 9,000, whereas we 
have only 8,000 available. Sometimes, this affects 
locals’ ability to buy cattle,” he said. 

He claimed many Rohingyas are involved with 
the yaba trade, which may have increased their 
purchasing capacity. 

Dr Asim Sen, livestock officer of Ukhiya, said 
they have 23,000 animals in stock, which is 
enough for locals. 

Shamsud Douza Nayan, additional 
commissioner of Refugee Relief and Repatriation 
Commissioner Office, said they have a designated 
place for sacrificing at Rohingya camps. 

“Last year, 3,000 animals were sacrificed. This 
time, it could be close to that figure or a bit lower,” 
he added. 

Cattle markets in Kutupalong, Ukhiya, Teknaf and other areas have been abuzz with Rohingya 
people. Many were seen inspecting prices, while others bought their preferred animal for 
sacrifice. This photo was taken on Wednesday from TV Tower cattle market. PHOTO: STAR

Act right away, 
ensure justice
CPB demands after arson 
attack in Khagrachhari
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB) 
yesterday demanded justice regarding 
the attack and torching of 37 houses of 
ethnic-minority people in Khagrachhari’s 
Mahalchhari upazila.

In a statement, CPB president Shah 
Alam and general secretary Ruhin 
Hossain Prince said the number of attacks 
and kidnappings in hill areas increased 
rapidly, but the government failed to 
ensure safety of minorities.

At least 37 houses of ethnic minorities 
were set on fire on Tuesday, over a land 
dispute between them and settlers at 
Joysen Para in Mahalchhari. About five 
people were also reportedly injured in the 
incident.
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Government to 
start project on 
religious harmony 
Says state minister for 
religious affairs
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The government will implement a nationwide 
“Religious Harmony and Awareness” project 
through education and cultural activism involving 
women, youth, civil society, community and faith 
leaders to further promote the culture of peace, 
tolerance and inclusiveness, said State Minister for 
Religious Affairs  Faridul Haque Khan.

He was speaking at the “2022 International 
Ministerial Conference on Freedom of Religion or 
Belief”, hosted by the UK government in London 
from July 5-6, according to a statement of the 
Bangladesh High Commission in the UK yesterday.

The conference brought together faith and belief 
leaders, governments, parliamentarians, and civil 
society organisations from 100 countries to take 
global action to promote freedom of religion or 
belief for all.

At the event, Faridul also highlighted Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s zero-tolerance policy 
on discrimination or violence against religious 
minorities, as he was delivering the country 
statement.

He said Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
founded a democratic and secular people’s republic 
in 1971, but the spirit was destroyed by communal 
forces following his brutal assassination in 1975.

His daughter Hasina restored religious freedom 
in the constitution as the cornerstone of the 
country’s secular identity and took various 
initiatives to ensure religious freedom.
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