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Mahmudullah
banking on

bowlers

SPORTS REPORTER
Following batting failures
in the first two games of
the three-match T20I
series, Bangladesh captain
Mahmudullah Riyad said
that if his batters can take
responsibility, the bowlers
have the ability to defend a
fighting total against West
Indies in the third and final
T20I in Guyana today.

Bangladesh’s batting
remained the biggest area
of concern as the top-order
was unable to make an
impact in the Powerplay in
the first two games while
the lower middle order
also failed to live up to the
expectations.

“I think T20 cricket
is such a game where, at
times, the openers will give
a good start while middle-
order might not be able to
continue, but someone has
to take the responsibility
like Shakib Al Hasan did
in the previous game. His
innings helped us reach

close to 160-mark. So if
someone at number seven
can play a cameo of 20 or
30, we can consistently
score 160-170 runs.

“I have the belief that if
the batters can consistently
score 170 runs, our bowlers
can defend that total as
we have a good bowling
attack. Our bowlers might
not have bowled well in
the previous game, but in
the past our bowlers were
able to defend small totals.
Still I have huge faith on
my bowlers and hopefully
they will replicate that,”
Mahmudullah told the
media yesterday.

According to the 36-year-
old, the visitors are expected
to change the team
combination for the third
and decisive game. Despite
the overcast conditions,
Mahmudullah hinted that
they may include left-arm
spinner Nasum Ahmed and
will go with two seamers
and two spinners in the
line-up. There is forecast for
rain today.

Lionel Messi was back
in Paris Saint-Germain

training on Tuesday,
cutting short his
vacation, like most of
his teammates as the
Parisian club started

a new journey under
new coach Christophe
Galtier. The former Nice
coach took over from
Mauricio Pochettino as
the Qatar-owned club
appointed a seventh
manager since 2011.
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Tigers need a show of faith

MAZHAR UDDIN

Following defeat one after another across
the formats, the confidence levels of the
Bangladesh cricket team approach a nadir
ahead of the third and final game of the
T20I series against the West Indies in
Guyana tonight.

Questions regarding the approach
from the cricketers have been persistent
regardless of whether it is in Tests or in the
shortest format of the game. It seems that
the Tigers are onboard a ship without a
radar, unaware of their destination much
less how to get there.

Bangladesh’s batting was the biggest
concern in the first two T20Is as the Tigers
lost early wickets and were unable o
utilise the Powerplay.

Prominent coach Mohammad
Salahuddin believes it will be important
for the Tigers to come up with a better
approach in the opening position. He also
believed they needed to utilise the last five
overs to put up a fight.

“We all know what we are lacking. We
have a big gap in the opening slot and
we have very few players who can finish
the game with the bat in the latter stages
of an innings. These two areas are very
important in the T20 format and I think
the players need to improve their skills
and undergo proper training. But other
than that I don’t see any solution at the
moment,” Salahuddin told The Daily Star

yesterday.
“I think very few in the team have
the ability to use the first Powerplay to
dominate opposing bowers. So I think
it will be better if they can improve their
skills. I think, since we have experienced
players in the middle, they can lay the
platform for the last five overs.”
Bangladesh fielded three seamers in the

second 1201, dropping left-arm spinner
Nasum Ahmed. But Salahuddin felt it
would be better if the Tigers used two
spinners and two left-arm spinners in the
third game.

“I think there is very little chances of us
winning against the West Indies through

our pace attack. Given our strengths, I
think it would be better if we played with
an extra left-arm spinner. You can’t undo
them by bowling 140kmph unless the
bowlers have skills and variations. So it’s
better if we play with an extra spinner
since we may be able to trouble them
more,” he said.

All eyes will be on skipper
Mahmudullah Riyad after the previous
T20 World Cup campaign ended in
disaster last year, prompting lingering
questions about his leadership qualities
and whether he can come up with the
aggressive attitude required from a
captain, especially in the shortest format.

“If we follow the pattern of captaincy,
we have to understand that what we do
at home won’t work abroad. At times you
need to think outside the box. I think it is
because of the mentality we have in our
domestic cricket and I think we need come
out of it,” Salahuddin added.

According to Shakib Al Hasan’s mentor,
only time can change the Tigers’ T20
fortunes and he advised against frequently
chopping and changing the team.

“You have to work with the resources
you have because there aren’t other
options. How long will you keep changing
the team? If you make so many changes,
the players get confused and the team also
loses confidence. You can fail initially, but
you have to place trust in them,” he said.

LLong way (o
00 for local
gymnasts

ANISUR RAHMAN

After working with the country’s budding
gymnasts for over two months, Korean coach Cho
Sung Dong realised that Bangladeshi gymnasts
and the coaches not only lack basic techniques
but also trail in their thought processes toward
the game.

Following some successes in Singapore
Open in recent past, Bangladesh Gymnastics
Federation (BGF) roped in high-profile Korean
coach Cho Sung Dong in April in a quest to
improve its level, with sights set on winning
medals in the 2026 Asian Games.

“After coming here, I saw that the players lack
basic techniques because the coaches are unable
to guide gymnasts properly. They [coaches]
don’t even know how to teach players step by
step,” Dong told The Daily Star in an interview
following a training session at the National
Sports Council auditorium.

“The gymnasts and coaches are the same
because they are not passionate enough about
their intention and target. And I think it is

a coach’s duty to set targets
for players instead of only
spending time on the
court,” Dong added.
“Like the gymnasts
from Japan, China
and Korea, the players
need to set their
own targets and the
Bangladeshi gymnasts
are trailing in this
aspect. They also lag
behind in their thought
process compared to the
gymnasts of Japan, China
and Korea.”

Dong, who guided the Korean
gymnasts to gold in Olympic Games, is now
training some 14 budding players to help them
improve mentally and physically in order to be
able to compete at the international level.

“I have been working to change mentality of
players and instill the can-do attitude in them. If
that can be achieved, their confidence level will
2o up besides refinement in their basics that I am
striving for in training sessions,” the Bangladesh
Gymnastic coach said. “The gymnasts also need
a perfect body to be able to exercise properly and
[ am also trying to help the players get into the
perfect body shape.”

Dong believes that there has been an apparent
change since his arrival with gymnasts showing
interests to learn new techniques.

Asked how he plans on winning a medal in
the 2026 Asian Games with a small number of
gymnasts, Dong said, “It is a common problem
in the world that every country has a limited
number of gymnasts. But winning medals
depend on efforts put in, facilities and method
of training the countries adopt. We need a long
time to achieve the target but we want to finish
among the top three in the 2026 Asian Games
team event as well as win a gold medal in the
individual event.”
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RYBARINA, HALEP
meet 1N semis

REUTERS, London

Elena Rybakina recovered from a shaky
start to overwhelm Australian Ajla
Tomljanovic 4-6, 6-2, 6-3 on Wednesday
and set up a Wimbledon semifinal

with Simona Halep, becoming the first
Kazakhstan player to reach the last four
of a Grand Slam.

Rybakina, the 17th seed, struggled in
the first set but then started finding her
serving range, at one point taking seven
games in a row to secure the second set
and put her in control of the third.

The 23-year-old, who would not
have been allowed to play at this year’s
Wimbledon had she not switched
allegiance from Russia four years ago,
finished the match with an ace - her 15th
of the match.

“It’s amazing and I'm really happy that
I got through after a really tough match,”
she said.

Explaining a final set wobble after
serving for it at 5-1, she added: “Maybe
I was nervous. She played really well,
was defending really well. T just tried to
focus on myself to find my way and then
I found it.”

Rybakina struggled to reproduce the
serving power and accuracy that had
been a hallmark of her march into the
last eight, failing to land almost half her
first deliveries in the opening set.

She broke early in the second and
though Tomljanovic’s athletic court
coverage enabled her to hit straight back,
the tall Kazak then took total command,

breaking to love before winning the set
on the back of 11 straight points.

She cranked up the pressure in the
decider, taking a 3-0 lead after winning
seven games in a row, and breaking again
for 5-1.

Tomljanovic was left throwing her
arms up in despair as nothing she tried
seem to come off and she sensed her
hopes of a first Grand Slam semi-final
were slipping away for the second year in

Romania’s Simona Halep
celebrates winning a point
against Amanda Anisimova of
USA during their quarterfinal
match of the Wimbledon
Championships at The All
England Tennis Club in on
Wednesday. The former champion
won the match 6-2, 6-4.
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Serving for the match and the biggest
win of her career, Rybakina slumped to
0-40, and though she fought back to
deuce, Tomljanovic completed to break
to cling on to her outside hope.

The Kazak then wasted two match
points on Tomljanovic’s serve but it
was the briefest of respites as Rybakina
hammered down three service winners to
close out her victory in style.

The Hoque Foundation: A“1 T-year-old's dream

to alleviate extreme poverty in Bangladesh

The Hogue Foundation is a Dhaka-based charity u:nrfganlsatu:-n that marged the power
of resaarch with tha disparties and inegusiies of Bangladesh and the deweloped

world to solve extrame hunger and |lack of affordable healthcare.
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The Haque Foundalion's foundsr, Shayanel Hoque, in Gulshan giving oul largs packapas
with @ weak's warih of food supply In the month of Remadan 20332, o) Courtesy
Sevenisan-year-old Shayanel Foque is a visionary and philanthropist who drearms of alleviating
axireme paverly in Bangladesh,
(arcradng up at an sany age. he raalsad the siate of Banglacash’s haallhcans s not a8 devalopad
ae othar nations arourd the work, YWin each passing day. mona and mona of hie 1em iy membsars
and paspla around him wauld suffar fiom the lack of haelth infresbruciure in Bangladesh
Firsd, it was his paternal grandmother who passad sway al the age of G3. She won her battie
agars] multiphs rmpeloma cancer in 2008, hawaver o051 agains braast cancar in 2011, Sacond
his maternal grancfather passed saay af the age of &3 due 1o cardiac armast in 2017 during the
month of Ramadan. Thad, his patemal grarl:l?;:'m:f passed ey in 2021 chused by & brain
shroie and [ater brain death. Indeed. Ehayanel has suffared enough., et alone what 150 million
ather Bangladeshis go through
T this and, and on his 8ole misaion. e began his work by working amondgst Fh.O, nesaarcharns
from Harvard, Cedard, Beown, and Yala Unhsarsiy @ delbarabaly idantfy tha lacking =sus. By
graat surprise, he found medcal echnology and govamment spending fo cause & phethara of
spiralling Esues
The faurder of Thea Hagque Faumdation, Shayansl Hoque, dacided to follow his passion knowing
what may e at the end of the road
Evantually, in 20217, bath hes research papars were published &l intermational paer-reviewad
journals which sparked his intenesi in hig chartable organisation. Joining foncas with large
corporelions in Bangladesh for donations, The Hoqus Foundeion began sending 3 hood bnacas
0o the et raral reguons in the couniry
Zo far, Tha Hoqua Foundation has sucoassfully helped owver 800,000 indriduals suffaring fram
axitramae poverty in several donation drives
A1 pregenl, they are reaaanching e implameniabon of qualily haalthacan phosacians Al ealnamealy
livee Cogla, nuinticnal loods, as wel as filation echnology 1o ecoass o Claan wabar,
His motivason from the groat catastrophies faoed in his Iife and e scale of this unsobead issus
in his coungry drives him o canstantly oeate a difierence and be a changemakar,




