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Eid journey 
turns tragic
3 of a family die as motorbike 
hits truck in Dinajpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Three of a family were killed and another was injured as 
the motorbike they were on hit a truck in Dinajpur early 
yesterday.

The accident happened as the biker lost control over 
the vehicle on Dinajpur-Gobindaganj regional highway, 
in front of M Abdur Rahim Medical College Hospital, 
around 5:00am, said police.

Beauty Begum (35) and her daughter Fahima Akter 
(15) died on the spot, and Beauty’s three-year-old 
son Nasirullah passed away at the hospital, said Md 
Asaduzzaman, inspector (investigation) of Dinajpur 
Sadar Police Station.

Beauty’s husband Md Hossain (45) was undergoing 
treatment at the hospital.

During their journey, Fahima was sitting in the middle 
while Beauty at the back with her son in her lap.

 Hossain started travelling from Birol upazila to 
go home to Pachtikuri village in Bholarhat upazila of 
Chapainawabganj to celebrate Eid-ul-Azha with his 
family members. He lives in Forkabat village in Birol 
area and is the headteacher of Tegra Darul Hadis Salafia 
Madrasa in Dinajpur.

The police officer said the truck fled the spot soon 
after the accident.
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REJAUL KARIM BYRON and MAHMUDUL HASAN

A large number of households now receive 
warnings via SMS before a disaster, found a survey.

About 83 percent of people received an early 
warning from 2015 to 2020 via mobile SMS for 
all types of disasters except thunderstorms and 
lightning, according to a report by Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics.

The report, titled 
“Disaster-related 
Statistics (BDRS) 
2021: Climate Change 
and Natural Disaster 
Perspectives”, said the 
media can play a critical 
role in reducing the 
negative impacts of 
any type of disaster by 
providing communities 
with timely and 
accurate information 
beforehand. 

According to the report, television was the 
second most significant medium (59 percent) for 
disseminating prior information on disasters. 

Radio, miking, community and local 
administration also play an important role in 
disseminating disaster warnings among people.

An early warning system (EWS) is a method 

of providing people with relevant and timely 
information in a systematic manner before 
a disaster, assisting them to make informed 
decisions and take appropriate action.

The household-based survey covered a total 
of 4,240 disaster-affected sample mauzas (PSUs) 
and as many as 1,27,200 disaster-affected sample 
households across the entire geographical area of 

the country.
However, according 

to the survey, a big 
percentage of people 
haven’t received any 
form of early warning.

About 66 percent 
of disaster-affected 
households didn’t 
receive an early warning 
from 2015 to 2020.

Among the 
households that 
received an early 

warning, 81.20 percent of cyclone-affected 
people received early warnings to act in time 
appropriately.

Early warning recipients for storms, tidal surges 
and thunderstorms, and lightning came in second 
and third, with 76.50 percent and 50.22 percent of 
early warning shares, respectively. 

SMS alert proving 
beneficial

Says BBS report on disaster management

Among the 
recipients of the 

early warning, 
71 percent 

were prepared 
to reduce the 

negative effects 
caused by 
disasters.  
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EC dialogue 
starts July 17
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission is going to start sitting 
with political parties on July 17 as part of a series 
of dialogues with a cross-section of people, 
seeking recommendations on how to hold free 
and fair elections.

The commission will complete the dialogue 
with all political parties by July 31, EC Additional 
Secretary Ashok Kumar Debnath said yesterday 
at a press conference.

The EC started the talks on March 13 and 
has so far held six 
rounds of dialogues 
with academics, 
eminent citizens, 
journalists, 
election observers 
and former 
chief election 
commissioners 
and election 
commissioners.

EC officials said they will sit with the ruling 
Awami League and opposition in the parliament 
Jatiya Party on July 31, and with BNP on July 20.

According to the EC’s letter to the 
discussants of the ongoing talks, many of them 
recommended setting up CCTV cameras and 
free movement of journalists at polling centres, 
appointing commission officials -- instead of 
deputy commissioners -- as returning officers, 
and using ballot papers unless it was ensured that 
there will be no misuse of EVMs.

EC will sit with 
the ruling Awami 

League and 
opposition in the 

parliament Jatiya 
Party on July 31, 
and with BNP on 

July 20.

DEATH OF BUSINESSMAN

Henolux MD, wife 
admit Gazi invested 
in company
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Henolux Group Managing Director Nurul Amin and 
Director Fatema Amin, who were arrested on charge of 
instigating a Kushtia businessman to die by suicide, have 
admitted that he had invested in their company, Rab said 
yesterday.

The accused, however, claimed that the amount 
deceased Gazi Anisur Rahman had invested is not as 
much as his family is claiming, Khandaker Al Moin, 
director of Rab’s legal and media wing, told a press 
conference at Rab media centre in the capital’s Karwan 
Bazar.

The elite force arrested Nurul and his wife Fatema 
from the capital’s Uttara area on Tuesday, hours after 
Anisur’s brother filed a case with Shahbagh police 
station. The couple was produced before a Dhaka court 
yesterday with a seven-day remand prayer. The court 
granted two-day remand for each of them.

In the remand prayer, Sub-inspector Golam Hossain 
Khan, investigation officer of the case, said the couple 
took a large amount of money from Anisur, with 
promises of making him a business partner. But the duo 
did not return the money, causing him to be extremely 
distressed.

The 50-year-old businessman, who was a former 
district Chhatra league president, set himself on fire 
in front of Jatiya Press Club on Monday. He died hours 
later, while undergoing treatment for 90 percent burns.
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Country may 
face deep 
economic 
crisis: BNP
UNB, Dhaka

BNP senior leader 
Khandaker Mosharraf 
Hossain yesterday warned 
that Bangladesh is likely to 
face a deep economic crisis 
like Sri Lanka though the 
government is now trying 
to hush up the reality.

Speaking at a discussion 
at Dhaka Reporters Unity 
(DRU), he also blamed 
the government’s alleged 
mismanagement and 
wrong policy for the 
current power crisis in the 
country.

Mosharraf, a BNP 
standing committee 
member, said the country 
has been witnessing 
frequent power outages 
for a few days as the 
government did not take 
any step to ensure the 
necessary gas supply for 
the generation of required 
electricity.

At least one person was killed and 12 were injured in a collision between a bus and truck on Bogura-Natore regional highway in 
Shakpala area of Shahjahanpur upazila yesterday morning. PHOTO: COLLECTED
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